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EPISTLE OF BARNABAS 


INTRODUCTION 


The Epistle of Barnabas was a popular writing in some cir- 
cles of early Christianity. Although anonymous, it came to 
be ascribed to the companion of the apostle Paul men- 
tioned in Acts, and was treated as Scripture by church 
Fathers as early as Clement of Alexandria. It eventually 
came to be included among the writings of the New Testa- 
ment (along with the Shepherd of Hermas) in one of the 
most important early New Testament manuscripts, Codex 
Sinaiticus. 

The history of Jewish-Christian relations might have 
been quite different had the Epistle of Barnabas been 
finally admitted into the canon. Among all our earliest 
Christian writings it is the most virulently anti-Jewish in its 
message, arguing that it is Christians, not Jews, who are 
heirs of the covenantal promises made to the patriarchs of 
Israel, that the “Old Testament” (the Jewish Bible) is a 
Christian not a Jewish book, and that, as a result, the Jews 
have always adhered to a false religion. 


Overview 


The book appears to be a treatise placed in the frame- 
work of a letter (see chs. 1, 21). It clearly divides itself into 
two parts. The first (chs. 1-17) comprises a series of argu- 
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ments designed to reveal the truths that pertain to salva- 
tion (1.5; 17.1) and to show, at the same time, that the Jews’ 
(false) religion is rooted in a misunderstanding of their 
own Scriptures. Rather than spurning the Jewish Scrip- 
tures per se, however, the anonymous author embraces 
them, insisting that when the prophets of Scripture attack 
the people of Israel for their opposition to God, their 
words are to be taken as literal truth. Because Jews re- 
belled against God from the very beginning (4.6-8), this 
author claims, they were misled into thinking that scrip- 
tural laws concerning how to live and worship were to be 
taken literally. But these biblical laws concerning sacri- 
ficial rites, ritual practices, and sacred institutions, he 
avers, were meant to be taken figuratively, as indicative of 
the salvation to be brought to the world by Christ. 

And so the author provides a “true” interpretation of 
key passages, informed by the special knowledge (gnosis) 
that he claims to have received from God (1.7; 5.3; 6.9-10; 
9.9), in order to discount the Jews’ understanding of sig- 
nificant aspects of their own religion: the covenant, fasting, 
sacrifices, circumcision, kosher food laws, Sabbath, the 
Temple, and so on. The Jews’ misunderstanding, the au- 
thor maintains, can be traced to the very beginning, when 
Moses received the Law of God on Mount Sinai. Learning 
that the people, who had just been delivered from their 
slavery in the land of Egypt, had already turned to worship 
foreign gods, Moses angrily smashed the two tablets con- 
taining the covenant given him by God. For this author, 
once the covenant was broken, it was never restored—un- 
til the coming of Christ and the formation of the true peo- 
ple of God, his followers (4.6-8; 14.1-5). The Jews, on the 
other hand, were excluded from their covenant and misled 


4 


INTRODUCTION 


by an evil angel into thinking that they were members of 
God’s covenantal community and that the laws they inher- 
ited were to be interpreted literally (9.4). 

And so, the author claims, Jews failed to understand 
that true sacrifice was not about the slaughter of animals 
but about purity of heart, that fasting was not a matter of 
diet but of charity and justice, that kosher dietary laws 
were not about avoiding certain foods but about avoiding 
certain lifestyles, that Sabbath did not concern a day of lei- 
sure but the future “millennium” of rest that God would 
bring to his creation after 6000 years, and that the mark of 
circumcision was not about cutting the foreskin but about 
the cross of Jesus. And so on. 

The second part of the epistle (chs. 18-20) presents a 
version of the “two paths” (or “two ways”) teaching, similar 
in many respects, often with exact verbal parallels, to that 
found at the beginning of the Didache (see Introduction 
there). There is a general consensus among scholars that 
neither of these two books derived its teaching from the 
other, but that both took the teaching from a common 
source, now lost, probably originating as a Jewish set of 
ethical instructions later adopted by a Christian author 
and broadly disseminated early in the history of the 
church. 


Sources and Author 


For a good part of the twentieth century, scholars ex- 
ploring the Epistle of Barnabas were preoccupied with the 
question of its sources, both for the concluding “two paths” 
section and, above all, for the scriptural interpretations 
and expositions of chapters 1-17 (see Prigent and Kraft). 
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Because quotations of similar texts of Scripture were at- 
tested in similar ways in other Christian writings, it widely 
came to be thought that the author utilized a kind of 
“testimonia,” a published compilation of prooftexts dem- 
onstrating the superiority of Christianity from passages of 
the Jewish Scriptures. These prooftexts, whether from a 
solitary document or a number of available treatises, in- 
volved a wide range of polemical materials: texts opposing 
Jewish cultic practices, messianic predictions applied to 
Christ, midrashic-like traditions (i.e., explanatory expan- 
sions of the biblical texts), paraphrastic renditions of key 
passages, and the like. 

More recently scholars have shifted their focus away 
from the sources available to the author to his own contri- 
bution in putting them together (Wengst, Paget, Hvalvik). 
Here the interest is on the overarching unity achieved by 
the author in his utilization of earlier materials and on his 
own role as a creative theologian. 

Unfortunately, we do not know who this author was (as 
early as Eusebius, the book was considered “spurious”; 
Eccl. Hist. 3. 25). Few scholars imagine that it was Barna- 
bas, the companion of Paul, since, from what we can tell, 
the historical Barnabas did not share this author’s view of 
Judaism (cf. Gal 2:13-14). Moreover, in the judgment of 
most scholars, Barnabas must have died long before this 
book was written (see Paget). 


Date and Location 


The broad parameters for the date of the book are 
clear: it mentions the destruction of the Jerusalem 
(Herodian) Temple (16.3-4), and so must have been writ- 
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ten after 70 CE; and it assumes that the Temple was still in 
ruins, so that it must have been written before Hadrian 
constructed a new, Roman temple on the site, around 135. 

Some scholars have thought that we can date the book 
still more precisely on the basis of 4.3-5, which cites a 
prophecy of Daniel to the effect that, after a sequence of 
ten kings, a new ruler will overthrow three of his predeces- 
sors all at once, possibly referring to one of the Roman em- 
perors who inherited the throne by force (see Barnard, 
Paget). But the reference is problematic: as a quotation of 
Scripture, it may not refer to specific events in the author's 
setting (see Kraft, Wengst, and Hvalvik). More fruitful 
may be the reference to an expectation that the ruined 
Temple was soon to be rebuilt (16.3-4), as some have ar- 
gued that the hopes for reconstruction were very much 
alive in some circles during the first decades of the second 
century, before the second Jewish revolt of 132-35 led 
Hadrian to ban Jews from Jerusalem, rename it Aelia 
Capitolina, and build a temple to Zeus-Jupiter on the site. 
And so, it may be best to date the book during Hadrian’s 
reign, possibly near the time of the revolt, around 130 or so 
(Hvalvik and many others), although some have tried to 
date it earlier in Hadrian’s reign, around 118-20 (Bar- 
nard), or even before, during the reign of emperor Nerva 
(96—99; thus Richardson and Shukster). 

The book has traditionally been thought to have been 
written in Alexandria, Egypt. The figurative modes of in- 
terpretation used by the author are widely recognized as 
having their strongest parallels with Alexandrian exegetes, 
both Jewish and Christian (e.g., Philo and Origen); more- 
over, the book is first quoted there, by Clement of Alexan- 
dria, and is included in a New Testament manuscript with 
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an “Alexandrian” form of text (Codex Sinaiticus). Some, 
however, have argued for other places of composition, 
including Asia Minor (Wengst) and, especially, Syro- 
Palestine, based on the author's evident knowledge of 
traditional (rabbinic) Jewish traditions of interpretation 
and the book’s close connections to other literary works 
possibly penned there (Prigent). 


Occasion of the Epistle 


Some scholars have argued that anti-Jewish literature, 
such as that found here in Barnabas, is not rooted in social 
realities of the Christian authors so much as in the neces- 
sary outworkings of Christian self-definition; in this view, 
attacks on Jews are not made against real opponents, but 
instead represent Christians showing to themselves how 
they differ from the “other” (see Taylor). 

Most scholars, however, maintain that some kind of 
real-life crisis motivated the epistle’s attack on the Jewish 
religion—e.g., a Jewish messianic movement in competi- 
tion with the Christian proclamation that threatened to 
win over its converts (Lowy), or concerns that an imminent 
rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem might lead to a Jew- 
ish resurgence (Richardson and Shukster, Paget). It may 
be best, however, to see the occasion as real on the one 
hand but not so specific on the other, for instance, in the 
ongoing relations between Jews and Christians, as some 
members of the Christian community were being tempted 
to see that Judaism is a valid religion and that Jews really 
were people of the covenant (see Hvalvik). It may be that 
Christians who were adopting such views in this author's 
community, whether in Alexandria or elsewhere, began 
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questioning the validity of their own faith and were being 
tempted to convert to Judaism (it is clear that they were 
themselves Gentile: 3.6; 16.7). To deal with the problem, 
then, the author wrote a firm declaration that the Jewish 
religion is and always has been in error and that Jews have 
been misled by an evil angel to misinterpret their own 
Scriptures. 


Manuscripts, Abbreviations, and Editions 


In addition to Codex Sinaiticus, the epistle may be 
found in Codex Hierosolymitanus, discovered by Phi- 
lotheos Byrennios (see Introduction to the Didache), 
which also contains the Didache, 1 and 2 Clement, and the 
longer form of the letters of Ignatius. The latter portion of 
the epistle is also found in nine defective manuscripts from 
the eleventh century onwards, which give Barnabas 5.7ff, 
without a break, immediately following Polycarp’s Letter 
to the Philippians 1.1—9.2 (see Introduction there). In ad- 
dition, there is a papyrus fragment of 9. 1-6, a Latin version 
of chapters 1-17, minor Syriac fragments of verses from 
chapters 1, 19, and 20, and the quotations of Clement. 

James Ussher was the first to produce a modern edition 
of the epistle (in Latin), but it was destroyed by a fire at 
Oxford in 1644, before it could be published. The editio 
princeps (Latin) was produced by Dom Hugo Ménard and 
published after his death by Luc d’Archery (H @EPOMENH 
TOT ATIOT BAPNABA AIIOZTOAOT EMIZTOAH KA@OAIKH. 
Sancti Barnabae Apostoli [ut fertur] Epistola Catholica. 
Paris, 1645). 

The Greek text did not appear for over 200 years, when 
Constantine Tischendorf discovered and published an edi- 
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tion of Codex Sinaiticus (1862). Philotheos Bryennios 
published a Greek text based on Codex Hierosolymitanus 
in 1875. 


S Codex Sinaiticus (4th c.) 

S* first corrector of Codex Sinaiticus (4th c.) 

St second corrector of Codex Sinaiticus (7th c.) 

H Codex Hierosolymitanus (1056 CE) 

G the nine defective manuscripts of 5.7ff (11th c. 
and later) 

P Papyrus fragment of 9.1—-6 (4—5th c.) 

L Latin version 

Clem Clement of Alexandria 


Syriac fragments of Barnabas 1.1; 19.1—2, 8; 20.1 (about 49 
words total; 6th c.) 
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1 


Greetings, sons and daughters, in the name of the Lord 
who loved us, in peace. 2. So great and abundant are the 
righteous acts of God toward you that I am exceedingly 
overjoyed, beyond measure, by your blessed and glorious 
spirits. For you have received such a measure of his grace 
planted within you, the spiritual gift! 3. And so I share your 
joy all the more within myself /Or: I congratulate myself all 
the more], hoping to be saved; for truly I see that, in your 
midst, the Spirit has been poured out upon you from the 
abundance of the Lord’s fountain—so amazed have I been 
by the sight of your face, which I have so desired. 4. And so, 
since I have been persuaded about this and realize that I 
who have spoken to you know many things (since the Lord 
has traveled along with me in the path of righteousness), I 
have also felt fully compelled to love you more than my 
own soul. For a great faith and love dwell within you in the 
hope of his life. 5. I have thus come to realize that I will be 
rewarded for serving spirits like yours, if I care for you 
enough to hand over a portion of what I have received. 
I have hastened, then, to send you a brief letter, that you 
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may have perfect knowledge to accompany your faith. 
6. There are three firm teachings of the Lord of life: hope, 
which is the beginning and end of our faith; righteousness, 
which is the beginning and end of judgment; and love, 
which is a testament to our joy and gladness in upright 
deeds. 7. For through the prophets the Master has made 
known to us what has happened and what now is; and he 
has given us the first fruits of the taste of what is yet to be. 
And as we see that each and every thing has happened just 
as he indicated, we should make a more abundant and 
exalted offering in awe of him. 8. But I will show a few mat- 
ters to you, not as a teacher but as one of your own; these 
will gladden your hearts in the present circumstances. 


2 


Since, then, the days are evil and the one who is at work 
holds sway,! we should commit ourselves to seeking out 
the righteous acts of the Lord. 2. Reverential awe and en- 
durance assist our faith, and patience and self-restraint do 
battle on our side. 3. And so while these things remain in a 
holy state before the Lord, wisdom, understanding, per- 
ception, and knowledge rejoice together with them. 4. For 
through all the prophets he has shown us that he has no 


need of sacrifices, whole burnt offerings, or regular offer- 


1 T.e., the Devil. 
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ings. For he says in one place, 5. “What is the multitude of 
your sacrifices to me? says the Lord. I am sated with whole 
burnt offerings, and have no desire for the fat of lambs, the 
blood of bulls and goats—not even if you should come to 
appear before me. For who sought these things from your 
hands? Trample my court no longer. If you bring fine flour, 
it is futile; incense is loathsome to me. I cannot stand your 
new moons and sabbaths.”? 6. And so he nullified these 
things that the new law of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is 
without the yoke of compulsion, should provide an offer- 
ing not made by humans. 7. And again he says to them, 
“Did I command your fathers who came out from the land 
of Egypt to offer whole burnt offerings and sacrifices to 
me?’ 8. “No, this is what I commanded them: Let none of 
you bear a grudge against your neighbor in your heart, and 
do not love a false oath.”4 9. And so, since we are not igno- 
rant, we should perceive the good intention of our Father. 
For he is speaking to us, wanting us to seek how to make an 
offering to him without being deceived like them. 10. And 
so he says to us: “A sacrifice to the Lord is a crushed heart; 
a sweet fragrance to the Lord is a heart that glorifies the 
one who made it.”° And so, brothers, we ought to learn 
clearly about our salvation, to keep the Evil One from hurl- 
ing us away from our life after bringing error in through 


the backdoor. 


2 [sa 1:11-13. 
3 Jer 7:22. 

4 Zech 8:17. 
5 Ps 51:17. 
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And so he speaks to them again concerning these things, 
“Why do you fast for me, says the Lord, so that your voice is 
heard crying out today? This is not the fast I have chosen, 
says the Lord—not a person humbling his soul. 2. Not even 
if you bend your neck into a circle and put on sackcloth and 
make for yourself a bed of ashes—not even so should you 
call this a proper fast.” 3. But he says to us, “See, this is the 
fast I have chosen, says the Lord. Loosen every bond of in- 
justice; unravel the strangle hold of coercive agreements; 
send forth in forgiveness those who are downtrodden; tear 
up every unfair contract. Break your bread for the hungry, 
and provide clothing for anyone you see naked. Bring the 
homeless under your roof. And if you see anyone who has 
been humbled, do not despise him—neither you nor any- 
one from your children’s household. 4. Then your light will 
burst forth at dawn, your garments will quickly rise up, 
your righteousness will go forth before you, and the glory 
of God will clothe you. 5. Then you will cry out and God 
will hear you. While you are still speaking he will say, ‘See! 
Here I am!’—f, that is, you remove from yourself bond- 
age, the threatening gesture, and the word of complaint, 
and from your heart you give your bread to the poor and 
show mercy to the person who has been humbled.”’ 6. The 
one who is patient anticipated, brothers, that the people he 


6 Isa 58:3-5. 7 Isa 58:6-10. 





ll Kai omodov UToaTp.: om. H 
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prepared in his beloved would believe, in a state of inno- 
cence. And so he revealed all things to us in advance, that 
we not be dashed against their law as newcomers [Or: 
proselytes]. 


4 


And so by carefully investigating what is here and now, we 
must seek for the things that can save us. We should flee, 
entirely, all the works of lawlessness; otherwise, they may 
overwhelm us. And we should hate the error of the present 
age, that we may be loved in the age to come. 2. We should 
not allow our souls to relax, thinking they can consort with 
sinners and the wicked; otherwise we may become like 
them. 3. The final stumbling block is at hand, about which 
it has been written, just as Enoch says. For this reason the 
Master shortened the seasons and the days, that his be- 
loved may hurry and arrive at his inheritance. 4. For also 
the prophet says, “Ten kingdoms will rule the earth and a 
small king will rise up afterwards; he will humble three of 
the kings at one time.”8 5. So too Daniel speaks about the 
same thing: “I saw the fourth beast, wicked and strong, and 
worse than all the beasts of the sea, and I saw how ten 
horns rose up from him, and from them a small horn as an 
offshoot; and I saw how he humbled three of the great 
horns at one time.”® 6. And so you should understand. And 


8 Dan 7:24. 9 Dan 7:7-8. 
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yet again, I am asking you this as one who is from among 
you and who loves each and every one of you more than my 
own soul: watch yourselves now and do not become like 
some people by piling up your sins, saying that the cove- 
nant is both theirs and ours. 7. For it is ours. But they per- 
manently lost it, in this way, when Moses had just received 
it. For the Scripture says, “Moses was on the mountain 
fasting for forty days and forty nights, and he received the 
covenant from the Lord, stone tablets written with the 
finger of the Lord’s own hand.”!° 8. But when they turned 
back to idols they lost it. For the Lord says this: “Moses, 
Moses, go down quickly, because your people, whom you 
led from the land of Egypt, has broken the law.”!! Moses 
understood and cast the two tablets from his hands. And 
their covenant was smashed—that the covenant of his be- 
loved, Jesus, might be sealed in our hearts, in the hope 
brought by faith in him. 9. Since I want to write many 
things, not as a teacher, but as is fitting for one who is eager 
to abandon none of the things we have, I hasten to write, as 
your lowly scapegoat. Therefore, we should pay close at- 
tention here in the final days. For the entire time of our 
faith will be of no use to us if we do not stand in resistance, 
as is fitting for the children of God, both against this pres- 
ent lawless age and against the stumbling blocks that are 
yet to come, 10. that the Black One not sneak in among us. 


10 Exod 31:18; 34:28. 
11 Exod 32:7. 
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We should flee from all that is futile and completely hate 
the works of the evil path. Do not sink into yourselves and 
live alone, as if you were already made upright; instead, 
gathering together for the same purpose, seek out what is 
profitable for the common good. 11. For the Scripture 
says, “Woe to those who have understanding in themselves 
and are knowledgeable before their own eyes.”!? We 
should be spiritual; we should be a perfect temple to God. 
As much as we can, we should concern ourselves with the 
reverential awe of God and struggle to guard his com- 
mandments, that we may be glad in his righteous acts. 12. 
The Lord will judge the world, playing no favorites. Each 
will receive according to what he has done. If he is good, 
his righteousness will precede him; if evil, the reward for 
his wickedness will be before him. 13. As those who are 
called we must never lie down and lose consciousness of 
our sins, allowing the evil ruler to receive the authority 
against us and force us out of the Lord’s kingdom. 14. And 
still, my brothers, consider: when you observe that Israel 
was abandoned even after such signs and wonders had oc- 
curred in it, we too should pay close attention, lest, as it is 
written, “many of us were found called, but few chosen.”'? 


fe) 


This is why the Lord allowed his flesh to be given over to 
corruption, that we might be made holy through the for- 
giveness of sins, which comes in the sprinkling of his blood. 


12 Isa 5:21. 
13 Matt 22:14. 
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2. For some of the things written about him concern Israel; 
others concern us. And so it says: “He was wounded be- 
cause of our lawless acts and weakened because of our sins. 
By his bruising we were healed. He was led like a sheep go- 
ing to slaughter; and like a lamb, silent before the one who 
shears it.”!4 3. Therefore we ought to give thanks to the 
Lord even more abundantly, because he revealed to us the 
things that have taken place and made us wise in the things 
that are now; and we are not ignorant of the things that are 
yet to happen. 4. And the Scripture says, “Not unjustly are 
the nets spread out for the birds.”!» It says this because the 
person who knows the path of righteousness but keeps 
himself in the path of darkness deserves to perish. 5. Con- 
sider this, my brothers: if the Lord allowed himself to suf- 
fer for our sake, even though he was the Lord of the entire 
world, the one to whom God said at the foundation of the 
world, “Let us make a human according to our image and 
likeness,”!6 how then did he allow himself to suffer by the 
hand of humans? Learn this! 6. Because the prophets re- 
ceived his gracious gift, they prophesied looking ahead to 
him. He allowed himself to suffer in order to destroy death 
and to show that there is a resurrection of the dead. For he 
had to be manifest in the flesh. 7. And he allowed himself 
to suffer in order to redeem the promise given to the 
fathers and to show, while he was on earth preparing a new 
people for himself, that he is to execute judgment after 
raising the dead. 8. Moreover, while teaching Israel and 


14 Tsa 53:5, 7. 15 Prov 1:17. 16 Gen 1:26. 
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doing such wonders and signs, he preached to them and 
loved them deeply. 9. And when he selected his own apos- 
tles who were about to preach his gospel, they were alto- 
gether lawless beyond all sin. This was to show that he did 
not come to call the upright but sinners. Then he revealed 
that he was the Son of God. 10. For if he had not come in 
the flesh, how would people have been able to look upon 
him and survive? For they cannot even look intently at the 
sun, gazing directly into its rays, even though it is the work 
of his hands and will eventually cease to exist. 11. There- 
fore, the Son of God came in the flesh for this reason, that 
he might total up all the sins of those who persecuted his 
prophets to death. 12. And so this is why he allowed him- 
self to suffer. For God speaks of the blow they delivered 
against his flesh: “When they smite their own shepherd, 
then the sheep of the flock will perish.”!” 13. But he wished 
to suffer in this way, for he had to suffer on a tree. For 
the one who prophesied about him said, “Spare my life 
from the sword,” and “Nail my flesh, because an assembly 
[Or: synagogue] of evildoers has risen up against me.”!® 
14. Again he says, “See! I have set my back to whips and my 
cheeks to blows; and I have set my face as a hard rock.”!9 


17 Cf. Zech 13:7; Matt 26:31. 
18 Ps 22:20, 16. 
19 Tsq 50:6-7. 
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And so, when he issued the commandment, what did he 
say? “Who is the one who takes me to court? Let him 
oppose me! Or who acquits himself before me? Let him 
approach the servant of the Lord! 2. Woe to you, for you 
will all grow old like a garment and a moth will devour 
you.””° And again, since he was set in place as a strong 
stone used for crushing, the prophet says, “See, I will cast 
into Zion’s foundation a precious stone that is chosen, a 
cornerstone, one to be valued.” 3. Then what does he say? 
“The one who believes in him will live forever.”?! Is our 
hope then built on a stone? May it never be! But he says 
this because the Lord has set his flesh up in strength. For 
he says, “He set me up as a hard rock.”?? 4. And again the 
prophet says, “A stone that the builders rejected has be- 
come the very cornerstone.” And again he says, “This is the 
great and marvelous day the Lord has made.”?3 5. I am 
writing to you in very simple terms, that you may under- 
stand. I am a lowly scapegoat for your love. 6. And so what 
again does the prophet say? “An assembly /Or: synagogue] 
of evildoers surrounded me, they swarmed about me like 
bees around a honeycomb,””4 and, “They cast lots for my 
clothing.”> 7. And so, because he was about to be revealed 
and suffer in the flesh, his suffering was revealed in ad- 
vance. For the prophet says about Israel, “Woe to their 
souls, because they hatched an evil plot against them- 
selves, saying, ‘Let us bind the upright one, because he is 


20 Isa 50:8-9. 21 Isa 28:16. 22 Tsa 50:7. 


23 Ps 118:22, 24; cf. 1 Pet 2:7. 
24 Ps 22:16; 118:12. 25 Ps 22:18. 
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trouble for us.’”6 8. What does the other prophet, Moses, 
say to them? “See, this is what the Lord God says, ‘Enter 
into the good land, which the Lord swore to give to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; and receive it as an inheritance, a 
land flowing with milk and honey.””?’ 9. Learn what knowl- 
edge says. “Hope,” it says, “in Jesus, who is about to be 
revealed to you in the flesh.” For a human is earth that 
suffers. For Adam was formed out of the face of the earth. 
10. Why then does he say, “Into the good land, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey”? Blessed is our Lord, brothers, 
who placed the wisdom and knowledge of his secrets 
within us. For the prophet is speaking a parable of the 
Lord. Who will understand it, except one who is wise and 
learned, who loves his Lord? 11. Since, then, he renewed 
us through the forgiveness of our sins, he made us into a 
different type of person, that we might have the soul of 
children, as ifhe were indeed forming us all over again. 12. 
For the Scripture speaks about us when he says to his Son, 
“Let us make humans according to our image and likeness, 
and let them rule over the wild beasts of the land and the 
birds of the sky and the fish of the sea.”25 Once the Lord 
saw our beautiful form, he said “Increase and multiply and 
fill the earth.”?° He said these things to the Son. 13. Again I 
will show you how he speaks to us. He made yet a second 


26 Isa 3:9-10. 
27 Exod 33:1, 3. 
28 Gen 1:26. 

29 Gen 1:28. 
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human form in the final days. And the Lord says, “See! I 
am making the final things like the first.”°° This is why the 
prophet proclaimed, “Enter into a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and rule over it.”*! 14. See, then, that we have 
been formed anew, just as he again says in another 
prophet, “See, says the Lord, I will remove from these peo- 
ple their hearts of stone” (that is to say, from those whom 
the Spirit of the Lord foresaw) “and cast into them hearts 
of flesh.”22 For he was about to be revealed in the flesh and 
to dwell among us. 15. For the dwelling place of our heart, 
my brothers, is a temple holy to the Lord. 16. For again the 
Lord says, “And how will I appear before the Lord my God 
and be glorified?”*? He answers: “I will praise you in the as- 
sembly [Or: church] of my brothers, and sing your praise 
in the midst of the assembly /Or: church] of saints.”34 And 
so we are the ones he has brought into the good land. 
17. Why then does he speak of milk and honey? Because 
the child is first nourished by honey and then milk. So also, 
when we are nourished by faith in the promise and then by 
the word, we will live as masters over the earth. 18. For he 
already said above, “Let them increase and multiply and 
rule over the fish.”°° Who can now rule over wild beasts 
and fish and birds of the sky? For we ought to realize that 
ruling is a matter of authority, so that the one who issues 
commands is the master. 19. Since this is not happening 
now, he has told us when it will happen—when we have 
ourselves been perfected so as to become heirs of the 
Lord’s covenant. 


30 Source unknown. 31 Exod 33:3. 
32 Ezek 11:19. 33 Ps 42:4. 
34 Ps 22:22 25. 35 Gen 1:28. 
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And so you should understand, children of gladness, that 
the good Lord has revealed everything to us in advance, 
that we may know whom to praise when we give thanks for 
everything. 2. And so, if the Son of God suffered, that by 
being beaten he might give us life (even though he is the 
Lord and is about to judge the living and the dead), we 
should believe that the Son of God could not suffer unless 
it was for our sakes. 3. But also when he was crucified he 
was given vinegar and gall to drink. Listen how the priests 
in the Temple made a revelation about this. For the Lord 
gave the written commandment that “Whoever does not 
keep the fast must surely die,”°* because he himself was 
about to offer the vessel of the Spirit as a sacrifice for our 
own sins, that the type might also be fulfilled that was set 
forth in Isaac, when he was offered on the altar. 4. What 
then does he say in the prophet? “Let them eat some of the 
goat offered for all sins on the day of fasting.” Now pay 
careful attention: “And let all the priests alone eat the in- 
testines, unwashed, with vinegar.”°” 5. Why is this? Since 
you are about to give me gall mixed with vinegar to drink— 
when I am about to offer my flesh on behalf of the sins of 
my new people—you alone are to eat, while the people fast 
and mourn in sackcloth and ashes. He says this to show that 
he had to suffer at their hands. 6. Pay attention to what he 
commands: “Take two fine goats who are alike and offer 


36 Lev 23:29. 37 Source unknown. Cf. Lev 16. 
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them as a sacrifice; and let the priest take one of them as a 
whole burnt offering for sins.”3° 7. But what will they do 
with the other? “The other,” he says, “is cursed.”°° Pay at- 
tention to how the type of Jesus is revealed. 8. “And all of 
you Shall spit on it and pierce it and wrap a piece of scarlet 
wool around its head, and so let it be cast into the wilder- 
ness.”4° When this happens, the one who takes the goat 
leads it into the wilderness and removes the wool, and 
places it on a blackberry bush, whose buds we are accus- 
tomed to eat when we find it in the countryside. (Thus the 
fruit of the blackberry bush alone is sweet.) 9. And so, what 
does this mean? Pay attention: “The one they take to the 
altar, but the other is cursed,” and the one that is cursed is 
crowned. For then they will see him in that day wearing a 
long scarlet robe around his flesh, and they will say, “Is this 
not the one we once crucified, despising, piercing, and 
spitting on him? Truly this is the one who was saying at the 
time that he was himself the Son of God.” 10. For how is he 
like that one? This is why “the goats are alike, fine, and 
equal,” that when they see him coming at that time, they 
may be amazed at how much he is like the goat. See then 
the type of Jesus who was about to suffer. 11. But why do 
they place the wool in the midst of the thorns? This is a 
type of Jesus established for the church, because whoever 


38 Lev 16:7, 9. 39 Cf. Lev 16:8. 
40 Cf. Lev 16:10, 20-22. 
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wishes to remove the scarlet wool must suffer greatly, since 
the thorn is a fearful thing, and a person can retrieve the 
wool only by experiencing pain. And so he says: those who 
wish to see me and touch my kingdom must take hold of 
me through pain and suffering. 
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And what do you suppose is the type found in his command 
to Israel, that men who are full of sin should offer up a 
heifer, and after slaughtering it burn it, and that children 
should then take the ashes and cast them into vessels, and 
then tie scarlet wool around a piece of wood (see again the 
type of the cross and the scarlet wool!), along with the hys- 
sop, and that the children should thus sprinkle the people 
one by one, that they might be purified from their sins? 
2. Understand how he speaks to you simply. The calf is Je- 
sus; the sinful men who make the offering are those who 
offered him up for slaughter. Then they are no longer men 
and the glory of sinners is no more. 3. The children who 
sprinkle are those who proclaimed to us the forgiveness of 
sins and the purification of our hearts. To them he has 
given the authority to preach the gospel. There are twelve 
of them as a witness to the tribes, for there were twelve 
tribes in Israel. 4. But why are there three children who 
sprinkle? As a witness to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be- 
cause these were great before God. 5. And why is the wool 
placed on a piece of wood? Because the kingdom of Jesus 
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is on the tree, and because those who hope in him will live 
forever. 6. But why are the wool and hyssop together? Be- 
cause in his kingdom there will be evil and foul days, in 
which we will be saved. And because the one who is sick in 
the flesh is healed by the foul juice of the hyssop. 7. And 
thus the things that have happened in this way are clear to 
us, but they are obscure to them, because they have not 
heard the voice of the Lord. 
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For he speaks again about the ears, indicating how he has 
circumcised our hearts. The Lord says in the prophet, 
“They obeyed me because of what they heard with their 
ears.”4! Again he says, “Those who are far off will clearly 
hear; they will know what I have done.” And, “Circum- 
cise your hearts,”4° says the Lord. 2. Again he says, “Hear 
O Israel, for thus says the Lord your God.”“4 And again the 
Spirit of the Lord prophesies, “Who is the one who wants 
to live forever? Let him clearly hear the voice of my ser- 
vant.”4° 3. Again he says, “Hear, O heaven, and give ear, O 
earth, for the Lord has said these things as a witness.”*° 
And again he says, “Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers 
of this people.”4” And again he says, “Hear, O children, the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness.”4° Thus he circum- 
cised our hearing, that once we heard the word we might 


41 Ps 18:44. 42 Cf. Isa 33:13. 

43 Isa 33:13; Jer 4:4. 44 Cf, Jer 7:2-3; Ps 34:12-13. 
45 Cf. Ps 34:12-13; Isa 50:10; Exod 15:26. 

46 Cf. Isa 1:2. 47 Cf. Isa 1:10; 28:14. 

48 Cf. Isa 40:3. 


43 


BARNABAS 9 


4 IANG ‘\ € 7 > 4° «e iO 7 
. GAAA Kal H TeEpLTOLH, Eb YH TETOWaCLW, KaTYp- 
YYTAL. TEPLTOUHVY yap ElpnKEev ov GapKos yerynOynvae: 
b) ‘\ vA 4 ov \ b) v4 
aka tapéBynoav, OT. ayyehos Tovnpos éoodilev 
>) 7, 7, XN b) 7 7 7 7 e 
avtous. 5. héyer pds avTovs: TadE Eyer KUPLOS 6 
\ e A e ¢ 7 p) , N , > 9 
feds vpov (woe edpiokw évTohyv): ph oTmElpyTe é7 
akaviais, TepiTEHOnTE T@ KUPi@ Vaov. Kai Ti éyet; 
mepiTenOynte THY OKANpOKapdiavy Vuwv, Kal TOV 
7 e “A > “A 7 7 > / 
TpaXnrov vuwV ov oKANpuveite. Kae Taw: ‘dod, 
Ne 7, 7 \ cA b) 7 > 7 
éyet KUpLOS, TaVTa Ta EOVY aTEpitUNTA AKpoBvoTia, 
¢ N N @ r) , , > x 9 A 
6 6€ ads OUTOS aTEpiTNTOS Kapdia. 6. GAN’ €pEts: 
‘\ \ . e \ > lal b>) \ \ 
Kal MN TEpLTEeTUYTAL O ads Eis Odpaytoa. GANGA Kal 
“ . \ Ay \ 7 e e A lal b>) 
mas Lvpos Kat “Apa Kat TavTes ol LEpEts T@V El- 
, yA > B) aA > “A , > la > 7 
d@dwv: Apa ovv KaKetvor Ex THS OLaOHKns avTav Eioiv; 
b) \ ‘\ e > / > la b) / 7 
GANGA Kal ot AlyvmrioL év TEpLTOUH eloiv. 7. wabere 
> / / / 
OvV, TEKVa ayaTys, TEPL TAaVTwWY TOVTLwWS, OTL 
> / “A 
ABpadp, patos TEpitopny Sovs, év mvEevpatL TpO- 
Brébas eis tov “Inoovv Tepiérevev, AaBav Tprov 
7 4 v4 
ypappatwv Soypata. 8. éyer yap: Kal TEpLeTEpEV 
3 ‘\ > A + > “A + \ ‘\ 
ABpadp ék Tov oikov avtov avdpas SexaoKT@ Kal 
Tpiakoolovs. Tis ovY 7 d0fEtoa avT@ yvwos; Uabere, 
é6tt ToUs SexaoKT@ TpwTovs, Kal SiudoTHMA ToLHoAaS 
/ / \ } NA d€ > > ’ 44 
EVEL TPLAKOCLOUS. TO OEKAOKTW LWTA OEKA, ATA OKT@ 
4 3 “A v4 ‘\ e ‘\ > “A “ a 
éyers Inoovv. étu b€ 6 oTavpds év T@ TaV TmeddrEV 
éyew THY xapi, éyer Kal TOS TpLaKoaiovs. SyAot 
ovv Tov pev “Inoovr év Tots SvolW ypapmacw, Kal ev 


D EVL TO bv. 9. otdev 6 THY EuduTov SwpEav TH 
T@ EVL TOV OTAUPOP. Y. OLOEV O THY EM wp nS 


44 iwra déxa, ATa OxT@ H (G): om. S: in duabus litteris L 


44 


BARNABAS 9 


believe. 4. But even the circumcision in which they trusted 
has been nullified. For he has said that circumcision is not 
a matter of the flesh. But they violated his law, because an 
evil angel instructed them. 5. He says to them, “Thus says 
the Lord your God” (here is where I find a command- 
ment) “Do not sow among the thorns; be circumcised to 
your Lord.”49 And what does he say? “Circumcise your 
hardened hearts and do not harden your necks.”°? Or 
consider again, “See, says the Lord, all the nations are 
uncircumcised in their foreskins, but this people is 
uncircumcised in their hearts.”>! 6. But you will say, “Yet 
surely the people have been circumcised as a seal [of the 
covenant].” But every Syrian and Arab and all the priests 
of the idols are circumcised as well. So then, do those 
belong to their covenant? Even the people of Egypt are 
circumcised! 7. Thus learn about the whole matter fully, 
children of love. For Abraham, the first to perform circum- 
cision, was looking ahead in the Spirit to Jesus when he 
circumcised. For he received the firm teachings of 
the three letters. 8. For it says, “Abraham circumcised 
eighteen and three hundred men from his household.”*? 
What knowledge, then, was given to him? Notice that first 
he mentions the eighteen and then, after a pause, the three 
hundred. The number eighteen [in Greek] consists of an 
Iota [J], 10, and an Eta[E], 8. There you have Jesus.*? And 
because the cross was about to have grace in the letter Tau 
[T], he next gives the three hundred, Tau. And so he shows 
the name Jesus by the first two letters, and the cross by the 
other. 9. For the one who has placed the implanted gift of 


49 Jer 4:3-4. 50 Cf. Deut 10:16. 51 Jer 9:26. 
52 Cf. Gen 14:14; 17:23. 53 T.e., the number eighteen in 
Greek is JE, taken here as an abbreviation for the name “Jesus.” 
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his covenant in us knew these things. No one has learned a 
more reliable lesson from me. But I know that you are 
worthy. 


10 


And when Moses said, “Do not eat the pig, or the eagle, or 
the hawk, or the crow, or any fish without scales,” he re- 
ceived three firm teachings in his understanding. 2. More- 
over, he said to them in the book of Deuteronomy, “I will 
establish a covenant with this people in my righteous de- 
mands.”°° So, then, the commandment of God is not a mat- 
ter of avoiding food; but Moses spoke in the Spirit. 3. This 
is why he spoke about the pig: “Do not cling,” he says, “to 
such people, who are like pigs.” That is to say, when they 
live in luxury, they forget the Lord, but when they are in 
need, they remember the Lord. This is just like the pig: 
when it is eating, it does not know its master, but when 
hungry, it cries out—until it gets its food, and then is silent 
again. 4. “And do not eat the eagle, the hawk, the kite, or 
the crow.”°6 “You must not,” he says, “cling to such people 
or be like them, people who do not know how to procure 
food for themselves through toil and sweat, but by their 
lawless behavior seize food that belongs to others. And 
they are always on the watch, strolling about with ostensi- 


54 Cf. Lev 11:7-15; Deut 14:8-14. 


55 Cf. Deut 4:10, 13. 
56 Cf. Lev 11:13-16. 
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ble innocence, but looking to see what they can plunder 
because of their greed.” For these are the only birds that 
do not procure their own food, but sit by idly, waiting to see 
how they might devour the flesh procured by others, being 
pestilent in their evil. 5. “And do not,” he says, “eat the 
lamprey-eel, the octopus, or the cuttlefish.”>’ “You must 
not,” he says, “be like such people, who are completely im- 
pious and condemned already to death.” For these fish 
alone are cursed and hover in the depths, not swimming 
like the others but dwelling in the mud beneath the 
depths. 6. But also “do not eat the hare.”°* For what rea- 
son? “You must not,” he says, “be one who corrupts chil- 
dren or be like such people.” For the rabbit adds an orifice 
every year; it has as many holes as years it has lived. 7. “Nor 
shall you eat the hyena.”°® “You must not,” he says, “be an 
adulterer or a pervert nor be like such people.” For what 
reason? Because this animal changes its nature every year, 
at one time it is male, the next time female. 8. And he has 
fully hated the weasel. “You must not,” he says, “be like 
those who are reputed to perform a lawless deed in their 
mouth because of their uncleanness, nor cling to unclean 
women who perform the lawless deed in their mouth.” For 
this animal conceives with its mouth. 9. And so, Moses re- 
ceived the three firm teachings about food and spoke in 
the Spirit. But they received his words according to the de- 
sires of their own flesh, as if he were actually speaking 


57 Source unknown. 
58 Cf. Lev 11:6. 59 Source unknown. 
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about food. 10. And David received the knowledge of the 
same three firm teachings and spoke in a similar way: 
“How fortunate is the man who does not proceed in the 
counsel of the impious” (like the fish who proceed in dark- 
ness in the depths) “and does not stand in the path of sin- 
ners” (like those who appear to fear God but sin like the 
pig) “and does not sit in the seat of the pestilent”®™ (like the 
birds who sit waiting for something to seize). Here you 
have a perfect lesson about food. 11. Again Moses said, 
“Eat every animal with a split hoof and that chews the 
cud.”6! What does he mean? He means that the one who 
receives food knows who has provided it and appears to be 
glad, having relied on him. He spoke well, looking to the 
commandment. What does he mean then? Cling to those 
who fear the Lord, to those who meditate on the special 
meaning of the teaching they have received in their heart, 
to those who discuss and keep the upright demands of the 
Lord, to those who know that meditation is a work that 
produces gladness, and to those who carefully chew over 
the word of the Lord. But why does he mention the split 
hoof? Because the one who is upright both walks in this 
world and waits for the holy age. Do you see how well 
Moses has given the Law? 12. But how could they know or 
understand these things? We, however, speak as those who 
know the commandments in an upright way, as the Lord 
wished. For this reason he circumcised our hearing and 
our hearts, that we may understand these things. 


60 Ps 1:1. 
61 Cf. Lev 11:3; Deut 14:6. 
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But we should look closely to see if the Lord was con- 
cerned to reveal anything in advance about the water and 
the cross. On the one hand, it is written about the water 
that Israel will not at all accept the baptism that brings for- 
giveness of sins, but will create something in its place for 
themselves. 2. For the prophet says, “Be astounded, O 
heaven, and shudder even more at this, O earth. For this 
people has done two wicked things: they have deserted 
me, the fountain of life, and dug for themselves a pit of 
death. 3. Is my holy mountain, Sinai, a rock that has been 
abandoned? For you will be like young birds who flutter 
about after being taken from their nest.”® 4. Again the 
prophet says, “I will go before you to flatten mountains, 
crush gates of bronze, and smash bars of iron, and I will 
give you treasures that are dark, hidden, and unseen, that 
they may know that I am the Lord God.” 5. And, “You will 
dwell in a high cave, built of solid rock, and its water 
will not fail. You will see a king with glory, and your soul 
will meditate on the reverential fear of the Lord.’® 6. 
Again in another prophet he says, “The one who does these 
things will be like a tree planted beside springs of water; it 
will produce its fruit in its season, and its leaf will not fall, 


62 Jer 2:12-13; cf. Isa 16:1-2. 
63 Cf. Isa 45:2-3. 
64 Cf. Isa 33:16-18. 
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and everything it does will prosper. 7. Not so with the impi- 
ous, not so; but they will be like chaff driven by the wind 
from the face of the earth. For this reason the impious will 
not rise up in judgment nor sinners in the counsel of the 
upright; for the Lord knows the path of the upright, but 
the path of the impious will perish.”© 8. Notice how he 
describes the water and the cross in the same place. He 
means this: how fortunate are those who went down into 
the water hoping in the cross, for he indicates the re- 
ward will come “in its season.” “At that time,” he says, “I 
will pay it.” Now when he says, “the leaves will not fall,” he 
means that every word your mouth utters in faith and love 
will lead many to convert and hope. 9. And again another 
prophet says, “The land of Jacob was praised more than 
every other land.” This means that he glorifies the vessel 
of his Spirit. 10. What does he say then? “And a river 
was flowing from the right side, and beautiful trees were 
rising up from it. Whoever eats from them will live for- 
ever. 11. This means that we descend into the water full 
of sins and filth, but come up out of it bearing the fruit of 
reverential fear in our heart and having the hope in Jesus in 
our spirits /Or: in the Spirit]. And “whoever eats from 
these will live forever” means this: whoever, he says, hears 
and believes what has been said will live forever. 


65 Ps 1:3-6. 
66 Cf. Ezek 47:1-12. 
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In a similar way he makes another declaration about the 
cross in another prophet, who says, ““When will these 
things be fulfilled says the Lord. ‘When a tree falls and 
rises up, and when blood flows from a tree.””®” Again you 
have a message about the cross and the one who was about 
to be crucified. 2. And he again tells Moses, when Israel 
was attacked by a foreign people, to remind those under 
assault that they were being handed over to death because 
of their sins. The Spirit speaks to the heart of Moses that he 
should make a type of the cross and of the one who was 
about to suffer, that they might realize, he says, that if they 
refused to hope in him, they would be attacked forever. 
And so Moses stacked weapons one on the other in the 
midst of the battle, and standing high above all the people 
he began stretching out his hands; and so Israel again 
gained the victory. But then, when he lowered his hands, 
they began to be killed.® 3. Why was that? So that they 
may know that they cannot be saved unless they hope in 
him. 4. And again in another prophet he says, “All day long 
I have stretched out my hands to a disobedient people that 
opposes my upright path.”® 5. Again Moses makes a type 
of Jesus, showing that he had to suffer and that he will 
again give life—this one whom they will think they have 
destroyed. This type came in a sign given when Israel was 
falling. For the Lord made every serpent bite them and 


67 4 Ezra 4:33; 5:5. 


68 Cf. Exod 17:8-13. 
69 Cf. Isa 65:2. 
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they were dying (since the act of transgression came by 
Eve through the serpent). This was to convince them that 
they will be handed over to the affliction of death because 
of their transgression. 6. Moreover, even though Moses 
himself issued this command—“You will have no molten or 
carved image as your god””°—he himself made one, that 
he might show forth a type of Jesus. And so Moses made a 
bronze serpent and displayed it prominently, and he called 
the people through a proclamation. 7. And when they 
came together they begged Moses to offer up a prayer on 
their behalf, that they might be healed. But Moses said to 
them, “When any of you is bitten, come to the serpent that 
is displayed on the tree and hope, in faith, that even though 
dead, it can restore a person to life; and you will then im- 
mediately be saved [or healed].” And they did this.” Again 
you have the glory of Jesus in these things, for everything is 
in him and for him. 8. Again, why does Moses say to Jesus 
the son of Naue /Or: Joshua the son of Nun; Jesus is the 
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew name Joshua], when he 
gave this name to him who was a prophet, that all the 
people should listen to him alone? Because the Father 
reveals everything about his Son Jesus. 9. And so, after 
Moses gave Jesus the son of Naue this name, he sent him as 
a reconnaissance scout over the land and said, “Take a 
small book in your hands and record what the Lord says, 
that in the last days the Son of God will chop down the en- 
tire house of Amalek at its roots.””* 10. Again you see Jesus, 


70 Cf. Lev 26:1; Deut 27:15. 


71 Cf. Num 21:4-8. 
72 Cf. Exod 17:14. 
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not as son of man but as Son of God, manifest here in the 
flesh as a type. And so, since they are about to say that the 
Christ is the son of David, David himself speaks a proph- 
ecy in reverential awe, understanding the error of the sin- 
ners, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right side until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your feet.””3 11. And 
again Isaiah says the following: “The Lord said to Christ 
my Lord, ‘I have grasped his right hand that the nations 
will obey him, and I will shatter the power of kings.”””4 See 
how David calls him Lord; he does not call him son. 


13 


Now let us see whether it is this people or the first one that 
receives the inheritance, and whether the covenant is for 
us or them. 2. Hear what the Scripture says concerning the 
people, “Isaac prayed for Rebecca his wife, because she 
was infertile. And then she conceived.” Then, “Rebecca 
went to inquire of the Lord, and the Lord said to her, 
‘There are two nations in your womb and two peoples in 
your belly, and one people will dominate the other and the 
greater will serve the lesser.” 3. You ought to perceive 
who Isaac represents and who Rebecca, and whom he 
means when he shows that this people is greater than that 
one. 4. In another prophecy Jacob speaks more plainly to 


73 Ps 11021. 


74 Cf. Isa 45:1. 
75 Cf. Gen 25:21-23. 
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Joseph his son, when he says, “See, the Lord has not kept 
me from your presence. Bring your sons to me that I may 
bless them.” 5. He brought Ephraim and Manasseh, 
wanting him to bless Manasseh since he was the elder. So 
Joseph brought him to the right hand of his father Jacob. 
But Jacob saw in the Spirit a type of the people who was to 
come later. And what does it say? “Jacob crossed his hands 
and placed his right hand on the head of Ephraim, the 
second and younger, and blessed him. And Joseph said to 
Jacob, ‘Switch your right hand onto Manasseh’s head, be- 
cause he is my firstborn son.’ Jacob said to Joseph, ‘I know, 
my child, I know. But the greater will serve the lesser, and 
it is this one who will be blessed.”””’ 6. You see about whom 
he has decreed, that this people will be first, and the heir of 
the covenant. 7. And if this is also brought to mind through 
Abraham, we maintain that our knowledge is now perfect. 
What then does he say to Abraham, when he alone be- 
lieved and was appointed for righteousness? “See, Abra- 
ham, I have made you a father of the nations who believe in 
God while uncircumcised.” 


14 


Yes indeed. But we should see if he has given the covenant 
that he swore to the fathers he would give the people. Let 


76 Gen 48:11, 9. 
77 Cf. Gen 48:14, 19. 78 Cf. Gen 15:6; 17:4. 
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us pursue the question. He has given it, but they were 
not worthy to receive it because of their sins. 2. For the 
prophet says, “Moses was fasting on Mount Sinai for forty 
days and forty nights, that he might receive the covenant of 
the Lord for the people. And Moses received from the 
Lord the two tablets written with the finger of the Lord’s 
hand in the Spirit." When Moses received them he 
brought them down to give to the people. 3. And the Lord 
said to Moses, “Moses, Moses, go down at once, because 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, 
has broken the Law.” Moses understood that they had 
again made molten images for themselves, and he hurled 
the tablets from his hands. And the tablets of the Lord’s 
covenant were smashed.* 4. So Moses received the cove- 
nant, but they were not worthy. Now learn how we have 
received it. Moses received it as a servant, but the Lord 
himself gave it to us, as a people of the inheritance, by en- 
during suffering for us. 5. He was made manifest so that 
those people might be completely filled with sins, and that 
we might receive the covenant through the Lord Jesus, 
who inherited it. He was prepared for this end, that when 
he became manifest he might make a covenant with us by 
his word, after redeeming our hearts from darkness, hearts 
that were already paid out to death and given over to the 
lawlessness of deceit. 6. For it is written how the Father 
commanded him to prepare for himself a holy people after 
he redeemed us from darkness. 7. And so the prophet says, 


79 Cf. Exod. 24:18; 31:18. 80 Cf. Exod 32:7-19. 
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“I the Lord your God called you in righteousness; and I will 
grasp your hand and strengthen you. I have given you as a 
covenant of the people, as a light to the nations, to open the 
eyes of the blind, to bring out of their bondage those in 
shackles and out of prison those who sit in darkness.”®! 
And so we know the place from which we have been re- 
deemed. 8. Again the prophet says, “See, I have set you as a 
light to the nations that you may bring salvation to the end 
of the earth; so says the Lord God who redeems you.”®? 
9. Again the prophet says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he anointed me to preach the good news of 
grace to the humble; he sent me to heal those whose hearts 
are crushed, to proclaim a release to the captives and re- 
newed sight to the blind, to call out the acceptable year of 
the Lord and the day of recompense, to comfort all those 
who mourn.”83 


15 


Something is also written about the Sabbath in the ten 
commandments, which God spoke to Moses face to face 
on Mount Sinai: “Make the Sabbath of the Lord holy, with 
pure hands and a pure heart.”®4 2. In another place it says, 
“If my children keep the Sabbath, I will bestow my mercy 
on them.”®° 3. This refers to the Sabbath at the beginning 


81 [sa 42:6-7. 
82 Cf. Isa 49:6-7. 83 Isa 61:]-2. 
84 Cf. Exod 20:8; Deut 5:12. 85 Cf. Jer 17:24-25. 
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of creation: “God made the works of his hands in six days, 
and he finished on the seventh day; and he rested on it and 
made it holy.”8 4. Pay attention, children, to what it means 
that “he finished in six days.” This means that in six thou- 
sand years the Lord will complete all things. For with him 
a day represents a thousand years. He himself testifies that 
I am right, when he says, “See, a day of the Lord will be like 
a thousand years.”8” And so, children, all things will be 
completed in six days—that is to say, in six thousand years. 
5. “And he rested on the seventh day.” This means that 
when his Son comes he will put an end to the age of the 
lawless one, judge the impious, and alter the sun, moon, 
and stars; then he will indeed rest on the seventh day. 
6. Moreover, it says, “Make it holy with pure hands and a 
pure heart.” We are very much mistaken if we think that at 
the present time anyone, by having a pure heart, can make 
holy the day that the Lord has made holy. 7. And so you see 
that at that time, when we are given a good rest, we will 
make it holy—being able to do so because we ourselves 
have been made upright and have received the promise, 
when lawlessness is no more and all things have been made 
new by the Lord. Then we will be able to make the day 
holy, after we ourselves have been made holy. 8. Moreover 
he says to them, “I cannot stand your new moons and Sab- 
baths.”8° You see what he means: It is not the Sabbaths of 
the present time that are acceptable to me, but the one I 


86 Gen 2:23. 
87 Cf. Ps 90:4; 2 Pet 3:8. 88 Isa 1:13. 
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have made, in which I will give rest to all things and make a 
beginning of an eighth day, which is the beginning of an- 
other world. 9. Therefore also we celebrate the eighth day 
with gladness, for on it Jesus arose from the dead, and 
appeared, and ascended into heaven. 


16 


I will also speak to you about the Temple, since those 
wretches were misguided in hoping in the building rather 
than in their God who made them, as if the Temple were 
actually the house of God. 2. For they consecrated him in 
the Temple almost like the Gentiles do. But consider what 
the Lord says in order to invalidate it: “Who has measured 
the sky with the span of his hand or the earth with his out- 
stretched fingers? Is it not I, says the Lord? The sky is my 
throne and the earth is the footstool for my feet. What sort 
of house will you build me, or where is the place I can 
rest?’ You knew that their hope was in vain! 3. Moreover 
he says again, “See, those who have destroyed this temple 
will themselves build it.” 4. This is happening. For be- 
cause of their war, it was destroyed by their enemies. And 
now the servants of the enemies will themselves rebuild it. 
5. Again it was revealed how the city, the Temple, and the 
people of Israel were about to be handed over. For the 
Scripture says, “It will be in the last days that the Lord will 
hand over to destruction the sheep of the pasture along 


89 Cf. Isa 40:12; 66:1. 
90 Cf. Isa 49:17. 
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with their enclosure and tower.”*! And it has happened just 
as the Lord said. 6. But let us inquire if a temple of God still 
exists. It does exist, where he says that he is making and 
completing it. For it is written, “It will come about that 
when the seventh day is finished, a temple of God will be 
gloriously built in the name of the Lord.”®? 7. And so I con- 
clude that a temple exists. But learn how it will be built in 
the name of the Lord. Before we believed in God, the 
dwelling place of our heart was corrupt and feeble, since it 
really was a temple built by hand; for it was full of idolatry 
and was a house of demons, because we did everything 
that was opposed to God. 8. “But it will be built in the 
name of the Lord.” Now pay attention, so that the temple 
of the Lord may be gloriously built. And learn how: we 
have become new, created again from the beginning, be- 
cause we have received the forgiveness of sins and have 
hoped in the name. Therefore God truly resides within our 
place of dwelling—within us. 9. How so? His word of faith, 
his call to us through his promise, the wisdom of his up- 
right demands, the commandments of the teaching, he 
himself prophesying in us and dwelling in us who had 
served death, opening up to us the door of the temple, 
which is the mouth, and giving repentance to us—thus he 
brings us into his imperishable temple. 10. For the one 
who longs to be saved looks not merely to a person but to 
the one who dwells and speaks in him. For he is amazed at 


91 Cf. 1 Enoch 89:56. 
92 Cf. Dan 9:24; 1 Enoch 91:13. 
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him since he has never heard him speak these words from 
his mouth nor even ever desired to hear them. This is a 
spiritual temple built for the Lord. 


17 


Insofar as I have been able to set forth these matters to you 
simply, I hope to have fulfilled my desire not to have omit- 
ted anything that pertains to salvation. 2. For if I should 
write to you about things present or things to come, you 
would not understand, because they are set forth in para- 
bles. And so these things will suffice. 
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But let us turn to another area of knowledge and teaching. 
There are two paths of teaching and authority, the path of 
light and the path of darkness. And the difference between 
the two paths is great. For over the one are appointed 
light-bearing angels of God, but over the other angels of 
Satan. 2. And the one is Lord from eternity past to eternity 
to come; but the other is the ruler over the present age of 
lawlessness. 
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This then is the path of light. Anyone who wants to travel to 
the place that has been appointed should be diligent in his 
works. Such is the knowledge given to us, that we may walk 
in it. 2. Love the one who made you; stand in reverential 
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awe of the one who formed you; glorify the one who ran- 
somed you from death. Be simple in heart and rich in 
spirit. Do not mingle with those who walk along the path of 
death; hate everything that is not pleasing to God; hate all 
hypocrisy; do not abandon the commandments of the 
Lord. 3. Do not exalt yourself but be humble in every way. 
Do not heap glory on yourself. Do not entertain a wicked 
plot against your neighbor; do not make your soul imperti- 
nent. 4. Do not engage in sexual immorality, do not com- 
mit adultery, do not engage in pederasty. The word of God 
must not go out from you to any who are impure. Do not 
show favoritism when you reproach someone for an unlaw- 
ful act. Be meek and gentle; tremble at the words you have 
heard. Do not hold a grudge against your brother. 5. Do 
not be of two minds whether this should happen or not. Do 
not take the Lord’s name for a futile purpose. Love your 
neighbor more than yourself. Do not abort a fetus or kill a 
child that is already born. Do not remove your hand from 
[Or: refrain from disciplining; or: shirk your responsibility 
towards] your son or daughter, but from their youth teach 
them the reverential fear of God. 6. Do not desire your 
neighbor’s belongings; do not be greedy. Do not join forces 
with the high and mighty but associate with the humble 
and upright. Welcome whatever happens to you as good, 
knowing that nothing occurs apart from God. 7. Do not be 
of two minds or speak from both sides of your mouth, for 
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speaking from both sides of your mouth is a deadly trap. Be 
subject to your masters as to a replica of God, with respect 
and reverential fear. Do not give orders to your male slave 
or female servant out of bitterness—since they hope in the 
same God—lest they stop fearing the God who is over you 
both. For he did not come to call those of high status but 
those whom the Spirit had prepared. 8. Share all things 
with your neighbor and do not say that anything is your 
own. For if you are partners in what is imperishable, how 
much more in what is perishable? Do not be garrulous, for 
the mouth is a deadly trap. In so far as you are able, be pure 
within. 9. Do not be one who reaches out your hands to re- 
ceive but draws them back from giving. Love like the apple 
of your eye everyone who speaks the word of the Lord to 
you. 10. Think about the day of judgment night and day, 
and seek out the company of the saints every day, either la- 
boring through the word and going out to comfort another, 
being concerned to save a life through the word, or work- 
ing with your hands as a ransom for your sins. 11. Do not 
doubt whether to give, nor grumble while giving. But rec- 
ognize who is the good paymaster of the reward. Guard the 
injunctions you have received, neither adding to them nor 
taking away. Completely hate what is evil. Give a fair judg- 
ment. 12. Do not create a schism, but make peace by 
bringing together those who are at odds. Confess your sins. 
Do not come to prayer with an evil conscience. This is the 


path of light. 
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20 


But the path of the Black One is crooked and filled with a 
curse. For it is the path of eternal death which comes with 
punishment; on it are those things that destroy people’s 
souls: idolatry, impertinence, glorification of power, hy- 
pocrisy, duplicity, adultery, murder, robbery, arrogance, 
transgression, deceit, malice, insolence, sorcery, magic, 
greed, irreverence towards God. 2. It is filled with persecu- 
tors of the good, haters of the truth, lovers of the lie; those 
who do not know the reward of righteousness, nor cling to 
the good nor to a fair judgment, who do not look out for the 
widow and the orphan, who are alert not to the reverential 
fear of God but to evil, from whom meekness and patience 
are far removed and remote. For they love what is vain and 
pursue a reward, showing no mercy to the poor nor toiling 
for the oppressed; they are prone to slander, not know- 
ing the one who made them; murderers of children and 
corruptors of what God has fashioned; they turn their 
backs on the needy, oppress the afflicted, and support the 
wealthy. They are lawless judges of the impoverished, alto- 
gether sinful. 


21 


And so it is good for one who has learned all the upright de- 
mands of the Lord that have been written to walk in them. 
For the one who does these things will be glorified in the 
kingdom of God. The one who chooses those other things 
will be destroyed, along with his works. This is why there is 
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a resurrection; this is why a recompense. 2. I ask those of 
you who are in high positions, if you are willing to receive 
advice from my good counsel: keep some people among 
yourselves for whom you can do good, and do not fail. 
3. The day is near when all things will perish, along with 
the wicked one. The Lord is near, as is his reward.% 
4, Again and again I ask you, be your own good lawgivers, 
remain faithful advisors to yourselves, remove all hypoc- 
risy from yourselves. 5. And may God, the one who rules 
the entire world, give you wisdom, understanding, percep- 
tion, knowledge of his righteous demands, and patience. 
6. Become those who are taught by God, inquiring into 
what the Lord seeks from you. And do it, that you may be 
found in the day of judgment. 7. And if there is any recol- 
lection of what is good, remember me by practicing these 
things, that my desire and vigilance may lead to a good re- 
sult. I ask this of you, begging for a favor. 8. While the good 
vessel is still with you, do not fail in any of these things, but 
inquire fervently after them and fulfill every command- 
ment. For they are worth doing. 9. Therefore I have been 
all the more eager to write what I could, to make you glad. 
Be well, children of love and peace. May the Lord of glory 
and of every gracious gift be with your spirit. 


Epistle of Barnabas 


93 Cf. Isa 40:10; Rev 22:12. 
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FRAGMENTS OF PAPIAS 
AND QUADRATUS 


INTRODUCTION 


The writings of Papias and Quadratus do not survive in- 
dependently in manuscript form, but only in occasional 
citations of later church Fathers. Nonetheless, because 
of their early dates, they have been traditionally counted 
among the Apostolic Fathers: these two proto-orthodox 
authors produced their writings early in the second cen- 
tury, around the time of Ignatius and Polycarp. 


Papias 


Papias is first referred to by Irenaeus, and then by 
Eusebius, as an important figure in the early Christian 
movement of the second century (Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 
5.33.4; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 3.39). Tradition holds that he 
personally knew the disciple John, the son of Zebedee, and 
that he was a companion of Polycarp (fragments 1, 3). 
Later legend indicates that he in fact was John’s amanu- 
ensis, to whom John dictated his Gospel (see fragments 
15, 16). 

He was bishop of Hieropolis in Phyrgia (Asia Minor), 
presumably when Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna further 
to the west. It is impossible to know his exact dates; they 
are traditionally given as 60-130. His most famous work, 
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the five-volume Expositions of the Sayings of the Lord, has 
been plausibly dated anywhere from 110 to 140. 

In part the dating depends on the reliability of the re- 
ports that he was an eyewitness to John the son of Zebedee, 
which would make him an adult sometime near the end of 
the first century. The surviving fragments of his own work, 
however, do not indicate that he knew any of the disciples, 
but only their followers, who related to him the teachings 
of the apostles, including the oral traditions of the sayings 
of Jesus. He may well have written his Expositions, then, 
into the third or fourth decade of the second century. 

Although this work no longer survives intact, it did 
prove influential in early proto-orthodox circles of Chris- 
tianity. The character, contents, and function of the work 
are still debated. Was this a collection of all the teachings 
of Jesus that Papias could track down from both written 
and oral sources? Or was it principally a “commentary” on 
these teachings? Did it include a collection of, or a com- 
mentary on, Jesus’ deeds as well? Could Papias have meant 
it to supplant the written Gospels already in circulation? 

However one answers these questions, it should be 
clear from the surviving fragments that the book contained 
the following noteworthy materials: (a) several millenarian 
sayings of Jesus that discussed in fantastic detail the uto- 
pian state that would exist on earth once the Kingdom ar- 
rived; (b) references to stories about Jesus known from 
other sources (e.g., an account similar to the story of the 
woman taken in adultery, which was later added in a differ- 
ent form to manuscripts of the Fourth Gospel); (c) tradi- 
tions about the authors of the Gospels in circulation: Mark 
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as the interpreter of Peter; Matthew as the collector of the 
sayings of Jesus in Hebrew (Aramaic?); (d) legends provid- 
ing the gory details, not found in the canonical accounts, of 
the ignominious fate of the betrayer, Judas; and (e) refer- 
ences to miracles wrought by Jesus’ followers after his 
death. 

One of the most striking claims that Papias makes in his 
work is that when trying to uncover details concerning the 
life and teachings of Jesus, he much preferred the “living 
voice” of companions of the apostles to stories “that came 
out of books” (fragment 3). This may embody the view typ- 
ical among ancient writers (not shared by scholars who 
study antiquity), that live testimony that can be queried 
and cross-examined is superior to accounts entombed in 
writing. 

Later authors maintained that Papias exerted undue 
influence on theologians such as Irenaeus, in his teaching 
that there would be a literal 1000-year reign of Christ, ac- 
companied by a real, tangible, physical utopia here on 
earth. Eusebius in particular did not think highly of Papias 
or his writings, except insofar as he provided a kind of link 
between the burgeoning orthodox community of believers 
and the apostles themselves. In a rare castigation of one 
of his own proto-orthodox forebears, Eusebius, perhaps 
because of Papias’s convictions about the literal earthly 
millenium, calls him a “man of exceedingly small intelli- 
gence” (Eccl. Hist. 3.39). 

The passages provided in this edition contain only di- 
rect quotations from Papias’s works and other patristic 
comments that indicate their contents. Introductory re- 
marks by the authors who preserve these traditions, along 
with comments that these authors make about them are for 
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the most part not included. (For example, on the basis of 
the words of Papias preserved in fragment 3, Eusebius 
concludes that Papias differentiated between John the dis- 
ciple of Jesus and John the Elder; that conclusion is not in- 
cluded here, since it is Eusebius’s interpretation of Papias’s 
words, not a quotation of Papias himself.) The fragments 
are arranged chronologically according to source. They do 
not include fragments found only in later Arabic and Ar- 
menian sources (for which, see Kiirzinger, 126-34). 

The first edition of the Papias fragments was produced 
in 1633 by P. Halloix (“Vitae Sancti Papiae Hierapoleos 
Episcopi,” in his Illustrium Ecclesiae Orientalis Scrip- 
torum, 636-67). 


Quadratus 


Virtually nothing is known of the early proto-orthodox 
author Quadratus, apart from what Eusebius tells us in in- 
troducing the fragment of his writing given here. He is tra- 
ditionally understood to have been the first Christian to 
write an “apology’—that is, a reasoned defense—of the 
Christian faith (for one other, written somewhat later, see 
the Epistle to Diognetus). As such he would have been one 
of the first Christian intellectuals to respond to local or of- 
ficial opposition to the church by giving evidence of its 
truth claims. In a dubious tradition attested much later, 
Jerome indicates that he was bishop of Athens (Lives of Il- 
lustrious Men, 19). Eusebius claims that he wrote the apol- 
ogy early in the reign of Emperor Hadrian, and so, possi- 
bly, around 125 CE (Eccl. Hist. 4.3). 

We do not know the entire argument that Quadratus 
mounted; in the surviving fragment he indicates that there 
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was tangible evidence of Jesus’ miracles and their long- 
lasting effects: people whom Jesus had healed or raised 
from the dead enjoyed the benefits of his miraculous inter- 
vention for a considerable length of time. Some of them 
continued to live down to Quadratus’s own day. This claim 
about the long-term effects of Jesus’ miracles may have 
been intended to show his superiority to some other 
alleged miracle worker. 
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FRAGMENTS OF PAPIAS AND 
QUADRATUS 


PAPIAS FRAGMENTS 
1 


Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 5.33.3-4; Eusebius, Ecclesias- 
tical History, 3.39.1 

Praedicta itague benedictio ad tempora regni sine con- 
tradictione pertinet, quando regnabunt iusti surgentes a 
mortuis, quando et creatura renovata et liberata multitudi- 
nem fructificabit universae escae, ex rore caeli et ex fertili- 
tate terrae: quemadmodum presbyteri meminerunt, qui 
Ioannem discipulum domini viderunt, audisse se ab eo, 
quemadmodum de temporibus illis docebat dominus et 
dicebat: 


2. venient dies, in quibus vineae nascentur, singulae 
decem millia palmitum habentes, et in uno palmite 
dena millia brachiorum, et in uno vero brachio! 
dena millia flagellorum, et in unoquoque flagello 
dena millia botruum, et in unoquoque botro dena 
millia acinorum, et unumquodque acinum expres- 
sum dabit viginti quinque meretras vini. 3. et cum 


1 brachio cj. Bihlmeyer: palmite mss 
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PAPIAS FRAGMENTS 


1 


Irenaeus, Against Heresies 5.33.3-4; Greek: Eusebius, Ec- 
clesiastical History 3.39.1 

Thus the blessing that is foretold belongs without ques- 
tion to the times of the kingdom, when the righteous will 
rise from the dead and rule, and the creation that is re- 
newed and set free will bring forth from the dew of heaven 
and the fertility of the soil! an abundance of food of all 
kinds. Thus the elders who saw John, the disciple of the 
Lord, remembered hearing him say how the Lord used to 
teach about those times, saying: 


2. “The days are coming when vines will come forth, 
each with ten thousand boughs; and on a single 
bough will be ten thousand branches. And indeed, 
on a single branch will be ten thousand shoots and 
on every shoot ten thousand clusters; and in every 
cluster will be ten thousand grapes, and every grape, 
when pressed, will yield twenty-five measures of 


1 Cf. Gen 27:28. 
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eorum apprehenderit aliquis sanctorum botrum, 
alius clamabit botrus: ego melior sum, me sume, per 
me dominum benedic. similiter et granum tritici 
decem millia spicarum generaturum, et unam- 
quamque spicam habituram decem millia grano- 
rum, et unumquodque granum quinque bilibres 
similae clarae mundae: et reliqua autem poma et 
semina et herbam secundum congruentiam iis 
consequentem: et omnia animalia iis cibis utentia, 
quae a terra accipiuntur, pacifica et consentanea 
invicem fieri, subiecta hominibus cum omni sub- 
iectione. 


4. ravra d€ Kati Tamas 6 “Iwavvov pev axovoris, 
Ilodkvkdpmov b€ ératpos yeyovas, dpxatos avip, éy- 
ypadws empaptuper ev TH TETAPTH T@V EaVTOU 
4 ” \ ) “A , / 

BiBXtwv. €otw yap avT@ mévTe BiBdia ovvtera- 
y_éva..) 

haec autem et Papias Ioannis auditor, Polycarpi autem 
contubernalis, vetus homo, per scripturam testimonium 


perhibet in quarto librorum suorum: sunt enim illi quin- 
que libri conscripti. et adiecit dicens: 


5. Haec autem credibilia sunt credentibus. et Iuda, inquit, 
proditore non credente et interrogante: quomodo ergo 
tales geniturae a domino perficientur? dixisse dominum: 
videbunt, qui venient in illa. 
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wine. 3. And when any of the saints grabs hold of a 
cluster, another will cry out, ‘I am better, take me; 
bless the Lord through me.’ So too a grain of wheat 
will produce ten thousand heads and every head will 
have ten thousand grains and every grain will yield 
ten pounds of pure, exceptionally fine flour. So too 
the remaining fruits and seeds and vegetation will 
produce in similar proportions. And all the animals 
who eat this food drawn from the earth will come to 
be at peace and harmony with one another, yielding 
in complete submission to humans.” 


4. Papias as well, an ancient man—the one who heard John 
and was acompanion of Polycarp—gives a written account 
of these things in the fourth of his books. For he wrote five 
books. And in addition he says: 5. “These things can be be- 
lieved by those who believe. And the betrayer Judas,” he 
said, “did not believe, but asked, ‘How then can the Lord 
bring forth such produce?’ The Lord then replied, “Those 
who come into those times will see.” 
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2 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 2.15 
Tocovtov 6 éréhapev Tats T@V akpoaT@V TOU 
Tlérpov duavotars evoeBeias déyyos, ws wy TH «ls 
dma€é ikaves éxew apKetobar axon unde TH aypada@ 
“ / / 7 7 N 
tov Betov Knpvypatos SiuacKadia, TapaKkd\noerw Oe 
, 7 @ \ > 4 / > / 
mavtoiats Mapkor, ov To evayyédov hepeTar, akOhov- 
” , “A e nN N ‘\ “~ 
Jov évra Tlérpov, AuTapjoae ws av Kat dua ypadis 
vTouvnua THS Sua AOyou TapadobeEions avTots KaTa- 
b A oN 
Aetipou StdacKahias, U1 TPOTEPOV TE GVELVaL 7) KATEP- 
4 \ > > “ 
yaocacOar Tov dvdpa, Kat TavTy aitiovs yevéo Oat THs 
“A , ‘\ 4 > 7 “A 
Tov eyouevov kata Mapxov evayyedXiov ypadis. 
/ N \ 4 N b 4 > 4 
yvovta b€ TO TpaXOév hace TOV amdéaToXOV avaKahv- 
Wavros avT@ Tov TvevpaTos, NoOHVaL TH TY avdpav 
A XN 4 “A 
TpoOupia Kup@cai Te THV ypadny eis EvTevEww Tats 
> 4 4 > 4 A e / 
exkdynoiars. KAypns ev extw Tov ‘TrotutMcewy 
mapatéfeitar THY toTOpiav, OvveTmmpapTupEl F€ avT@ 
Nee 4 > 7 > / / A be 
Kat 0 lepazroXirns emioKoTos Ovopate Ilamias, Tov € 
Madpkov prynpoveveyv tov Tlétpov é€v 7H mpotépa 


> “A a ‘\ , N > > b A e , 
ETMLOTOAN NV KAL cuvTaéar dacty em avTns Pays. 


3 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 3.39 
Tov 6€ Ilavia ovyypappata wévte Tov apiOwov 
h€peTrar, a Kat emuyéypatrat Aoyiwv Kkuptakav €Enyy- 


7 A 7 A 4 
JEWS. TOUTWY Kal Eipnvatos ws fovov avT@ ypadev- 
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2 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 2.15 

But such a light of piety shone on the minds of those 
who heard Peter that they were not nearly satisfied with a 
single hearing or with an unwritten account of the divine 
proclamation. And so with all kinds of entreaties they 
begged Mark (whose Gospel is now in circulation), a fol- 
lower of Peter, that he might leave behind a written record 
of the teaching that had been given to them orally. And 
they did not rest until they had prevailed upon him. To this 
extent they were the impetus for the writing called the 
Gospel according to Mark. And they say that when the 
apostle came to know what had happened, after the Spirit 
revealed it to him, he delighted in their eagerness and au- 
thorized the writing to be read in the churches. Clement 
passes along this story in the sixth book of the Outlines, and 
the one who is called Papias, the bishop of Hierapolis, cor- 
roborates his account, pointing out in addition that Peter 
makes mention of Mark in his first epistle, which also they 
maintain was composed in Rome itself. 


3 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3.39 

There are five books written by Papias in circulation, 
entitled “An Exposition of the Sayings of the Lord.” 
Irenaeus remembers these as the only ones Papias wrote, 
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TWV MVNMOVEVEL, WOE TS héywr: TavTA 6€ Kal KTA. (cf. 
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ov dnow hé€ewr: 
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3. ovk éxvyow S€ Gor Kal 60a TOTE TAPA TaV 
/ “A 54 N\ “~ b) 4 
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7 “A 7 
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“~ / 3 “A e 7 v4 “\ 
TODOUTOV pe wedEtV v7EehaBavov, Goov Ta 


“\ 7 “A N 7 
Tapa Cwans Pwvyns Kat pEvovayns... . 


PAPIAS 3 


as he somewhere says, “And Papias as well, an ancient 
man—the one who heard John and was a companion of 
Polycarp—gives a written account of these things in the 
fourth of his books. For he wrote five books.”? 2. Thus 
Irenaeus. But Papias himself, in the preface of his work, 
makes it clear that he himself neither heard nor saw in per- 
son any of the holy apostles. Instead, he declares that he 
received the matters of faith from those known to them. As 
he says: 


3. “T also will not hesitate to draw up for you, along 
with these expositions, an orderly account of all the 
things I carefully learned and have carefully re- 
called from the elders; for I have certified their 
truth. For unlike most people, I took no pleasure in 
hearing those who had a lot to say, but only those 
who taught the truth, and not those who recalled 
commandments from strangers, but only those who 
recalled the commandments which have been given 
faithfully by the Lord and which proceed from the 
truth itself. 4. But whenever someone arrived who 
had been a companion of one of the elders, I would 
carefully inquire after their words, what Andrew or 
Peter had said, or what Philip or what Thomas had 
said, or James or John or Matthew or any of the 
other disciples of the Lord, and what things Aristion 
and the elder John, disciples of the Lord, were say- 
ing. For I did not suppose that what came out of 
books would benefit me as much as that which came 
from a living and abiding voice.” . . . 


2 Cf. Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 5.33.4 (fragment 1) 
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X\ e lanl QA ¢e wn 4 7 XN XN ~ 
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7. This Papias, whom we have just been discussing, ac- 
knowledges that he received the words of the apostles 
from those who had been their followers, and he indicates 
that he himself had listened to Aristion and the elder John. 
And so he often recalls them by name, and in his books he 
sets forth the traditions that they passed along. These re- 
marks should also be of some use to us. 8. But it would be 
worthwhile to supplement these remarks of Papias with 
some of his other words, through which he recounts cer- 
tain miracles and other matters, which would have come to 
him from the tradition. 9. We have already seen that the 
apostle Philip resided in Hieropolis with his daughters;° 
but now I should point out that Papias, who was their 
contemporary, recalls an amazing story that he learned 
from Philip’s daughters. For he indicates that a person was 
raised from the dead in his own time. Moreover, he tells 
another miracle about Justus (also called Barsabbas), who 
drank deadly poison but suffered no ill effects because he 
was sustained by the grace of the Lord... . 

11. And he sets forth other matters that came to him from 
the unwritten tradition, including some bizarre parables of 
the Savior, his teachings, and several other more legendary 
accounts. 12. Among these things he says that after the res- 
urrection of the dead there will be a thousand-year period, 
during which the Kingdom of Christ will exist tangibly, 
here on this very earth. .. . 


3 See Eccl. Hist. 3.31. 
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14. kai dddas b€ TH idia ypadyH mapadidwow 
b) v4 wa v4 4 “~ a“ , 
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2 kuptov B D M Lat Syr: XpuorovU ATE R 
3 Noyitwv TCE RB DM: Adywvr AT 
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14. And in his own book he passes along other accounts of 
the sayings of the Lord from Aristion, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned, as well as traditions from the elder John. 
We have referred knowledgeable readers to these and now 
feel constrained to add to these reports already quoted 
from him a tradition that he gives about Mark, who wrote 
the Gospel. These are his words: 


15. “And this is what the elder used to say, “When 
Mark was the interpreter /Or: translator] of Peter, 
he wrote down accurately everything that he re- 
called of the Lord’s words and deeds—but not in 
order. For he neither heard the Lord nor accompa- 
nied him; but later, as I indicated, he accompanied 
Peter, who used to adapt his teachings for the needs 
at hand, not arranging, as it were, an orderly compo- 
sition of the Lord’s sayings. And so Mark did nothing 
wrong by writing some of the matters as he remem- 
bered them. For he was intent on just one purpose: 
to leave out nothing that he heard or to include any 
falsehood among them.” 


This then is what Papias says about Mark. 16. And this is 
what he says about Matthew: 


“And so Matthew composed the sayings in the He- 
brew tongue, and each one interpreted /Or: trans- 
lated] them to the best of his ability.” 





4 ouvera€ato TER BD: ocvveypabato A M 
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Apollinaris of Laodicea, from several sources 
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17. And Papias made use of the testimonies found in the 
first epistle of John, and from the epistle of Peter as well. 
And he set forth another account about a woman who was 
falsely accused of many sins before the Lord,‘ which is also 
found in the Gospel according to the Hebrews. 


4 


Apollinaris of Laodicea, from several sources 

Judas did not die by hanging, but he survived after be- 
ing taken down, before he had choked to death. The Acts 
of the Apostles signifies this as well: “Falling headfirst he 
burst forth in the middle, and his intestines spilled out.” 
And Papias, the disciple of John, relates this very clearly in 
the fourth book of his Exposition of the Sayings of the 
Lord: 


2. “But Judas went about in this world as a great 
model of impiety. He became so bloated in the flesh 
that he could not pass through a place that was eas- 
ily wide enough for a wagon—not even his swollen 
head could fit. They say that his eyelids swelled to 
such an extent that he could not see the light at all; 
and a doctor could not see his eyes even with an 
optical device, so deeply sunken they were in the 
surrounding flesh. And his genitals became more 


4Cf. John 7:53-8:11. 
5 Acts 1:18. 
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Jerome, Lives of Illustrious Men 18 

Papias, Iohannis auditor, Hierapolitanus in Asia episco- 
pus, quinque tantum scripsit volumina, quae praenotavit 
Explanatio Sermonum Domini. in quibus quum se in 
praefatione asserat non varias opiniones sequi, sed aposto- 
los habere auctores, ait: 


considerabam, quid Andreas, quid Petrus dixis- 
sent, quid Philippus, quid Thomas, quid Iacobus, 
quid Iohannes, quid Matthaeus, vel alius quilibet 
discipulorum domini: quid etiam Aristion et senior 
Johannes, discipuli domini, loguebantur. non enim 
tantum mihi libri ad legendum prosunt, quantum 
viva vox usque hodie in suis auctoribus personans. 


... Hic dicitur mille annorum Iudaicam edidisse devrépw- 
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disgusting and larger than anyone’s; simply by re- 
lieving himself, to his wanton shame, he emitted pus 
and worms that flowed through his entire body. 
3. And they say that after he suffered numerous tor- 
ments and punishments, he died on his own land, 
and that land has been, until now, desolate and unin- 
habited because of the stench. Indeed, even to this 
day no one can pass by the place without holding his 
nose. This was how great an outpouring he made 
from his flesh on the ground.” 


5 


Jerome, Lives of Illustrious Men 18 

Papias, the hearer of John and bishop of Hierapolis in 
Asia, wrote only five volumes, which he called An Exposi- 
tion of the Sayings of the Lord. When he claims in the Pref- 
ace that he did not follow various opinions, but had the 
apostles as his authorities, he says: 


“I used to make careful inquiry into what Andrew 
and Peter said, and what Philip said, and Thomas, 
and James, and John, and Matthew, and any of the 
other disciples of the Lord; and what Aristion and 
the elder John, the Lord’s disciples, would say. For 
books that can be read are less useful to me than a 
living voice that resounds through authorities still 
alive in our own day.” 


.. He is said to have propagated the Jewish tradition of the 
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ow, quem secuti sunt Irenaeus et Apollinarius et caeteri, 
qui post resurrectionem aiunt in carne cum sanctis domi- 
num regnaturum. 


6 


Maximus the Confessor, Scholia on Dionysius the 
Areopagite; On the Heavenly Hierarchy 2 


Tovs kata Oedv axakiav aoKovvTas matdas €é- 
KaXdovv, @s Kat Ilamias Sydot BiBdiw mpeTw TaV 
Kuplakov é€nynoewv. 
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Maximus the Confessor, On the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy 7 
Tatra dynow atvitrépevos oipar Tlamiay tov ‘lepa- 
TOhEwS THS KAT AGiay TOTE yEevOmEVOV ETLOKOTOV Kal 
ovvakuacavTa TO Oeiw evayyedioTH Iwavvy. obTos 
\ e , 3 “A “4 3 “ , “ 
yap o Ilamias €&v 7T@ TeTApT® avTov BLBrim Tov 
Kupiakav e€Enyjnoewv Tas dia Bpwyatev eimev év TH 
avaoTadoe. amod\avoes . . . Kat EKipnvatos d€ 6 
Aovydotvov év TO KaTa aipécewv TéuTITW OY TO 
avTo dno. Kal Tapayer papTuvpa TV Vm avTOU 
> A ‘\ A / 
eipnuevwv Tov EexXOévra Tlaziay. 


8 


Andrew of Caesarea, On the Apocalypse, preface 
Tlept pévtor. tov Peomvedatov THs BiBdov (THs 
‘Amoxahv ews ‘Iwavvov scil.) meputtov pnKvvew Tov 
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millennium, adopted by Irenaeus, Apollinarius, and oth- 
ers, who say that the Lord will rule in the flesh, with his 
saints, after the resurrection. 


6 


Maximus the Confessor, Scolia on Dionysius the Areopa- 
gite, On the Heavenly Hierarchy 2 

They used to call those who were trained in divine 
innocence “children,” as Papias shows in the first book of 
The Expositions of the Lord’s Sayings. 


7 


Maximus the Confessor, On the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy 7 

When he said these things, I think he [i.e., Dionysius 
the Areopagite] was alluding to Papias who was then a 
bishop of Hierapolis in Asia, flourishing during the time of 
the Evangelist John. For this Papias, in his fourth book of 
The Expositions of the Lord’s Sayings, spoke about the 
pleasures of food in the resurrection . . . And Irenaeus of 
Lyons says the same thing in the fifth book of his work, 
Against Heresies, citing this one we have named, Papias, as 
a witness to the things he said. 


8 


Andreas of Caesarea, On the Apocalypse, preface 
Nonetheless, we think it superfluous to speak at length 
about the inspiration of the book [i.e., the Apocalypse of 
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hoyov 1yovpeda, Tov pakapiwv Tpryyopiov dnt Tov 
Beohoyou kai Kupiddov, mpooére 6€ Kai TOV apxat- 
otépwv Iamiov, Eipnvaiov, Mefodiov, Kat ‘Immo\vtou 


/ \ 
TAUTY TPOTMApTUPOVYTWY TO AELOTLO-TOV. 
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Andrew of Caesarea, On the Apocalypse 34 

Ilamias 6€ ovTws emi éEEws: Eviots HE avTor, 

\ “~ / / 3 / \ “~ \ N\ 
dnhad? Tov maar Oeiwy ayyéwv, Kal THS TEPL THY 
ynv SiaKoopnoews COWKEY ApPKELV, KAL KAA@S ApKELV 
/ \ e “~ , > > \ \ / 

Tapnyyvyoe. Kal e€ns dyoiv eis ovdev 5€ cuvvéeBy 
TeMEUTHO AL THV TAEL AVTOD. 


10 


Anastasius of Sinai, Contemplations on the Hexameron 1 

AaPovres tas adoppas €x Ilamiov tov wavy, Tov 
‘lepamroXitov, Tov ev T@ éemioTyOiw houTHoavtos, Kat 
KAyjpevtos kat [lavraivov tov THs ‘AheEavdpéwv 
lepéws, Kat Appoviov TOU GodwrTaTov, TOV apxaiwv 
Kal TPO TOV” GuVddwV eENnyNHTaY, Eis XpioTov Kal THV 


“A \ / 
EKKANCLAY TATAY THY EEANMEPOY VONTAYTWY. 


5 apo tev cj. Bihlmeyer: 7parwv mss 
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John], since such blessed writers as Gregory (I mean the 
theologian) and Cyril, not to mention such ancient writ- 
ers as Papias, Irenaeus, Methodius, and Hippolytus have 
borne witness to its trustworthiness. 


9 


Andreas of Caesarea, On the Apocalypse 34 
And the following is exactly what Papias says: 


“He appointed some of them (he clearly means the 
holy angels of old) to rule over the administration of 
the earth, and he ordered them to rule it well.” 


And later he says, 


“But it turned out that their assignment came to 
nothing.” 


10 


Anastasius of Sinai, Contemplations on the Hexamaron 1 

They take their lead from the renowned Papias of 
Hierapolis, the close companion of the one who leaned on 
Jesus’ breast, and Clement, and Pantaenus the priest of the 
Alexandrian church, and the most wise Ammonius— 
ancient exegetes who lived before the councils, who 
understood the entire six days of creation to refer to Christ 
and the church. 


1\1 
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Anastasius of Sinai, Contemplations on the Hexameron 7 
Ot péev ovv apxadtepor TOV éxk\ynovacTLKaV é€- 
nyyntav,® héyw dy Ditwv 6 dirdcodos Kat TAY aTro- 
, e / N 7 ¢e , e 3 / 
OTOAWY O“oXpovos, Kat Ilamtas 0 zroAvs, 0 Iwavvov 
Tov evayyehtaoTov doityTHs, 0 lepamoXirns. .. . Kat 
ot aud’ avTovs TVvEvpATLKaS TA TEPL TApadEicoU 


3 , bd) \ Aa 3 ? > 4 
eCewpnoar eis THV XpioTov ExkAnolav avahepomevor. 
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Philip of Side, Ecclesiastical History 
, e ? > ? > N\ aA 

Ilamias ‘lepamroews erio Koos, AkovaTNSs TOU Deo- 
héyou “Iwdvvov yevduevos, TloAvKdpmov 5€ Eratpos, 
TEVTE NOYOUS KUPLAKOV oyiwv Eypabev. Ev ots aTra- 
piunow amooToh\wy Trovovmevos peta Ilétpov Kat 
‘Iwavvynv, Pitummov kat Owpuav Kat Maratov, ets 

\ “A 7 3 A 3 7 XN 93 , 

pabyras Tov Kupiov avéeypawev Apiotiova kat Iwav- 
vnv €TEepov, Ov Kat TmpeaBUTEPOV ExaheveEV. . . . Kal 
Ilazias 6€ epi Thy xtAvovTaerypiOa odddderat, €€ ov 

No ¢ > A / > aA , , / 
Kat 6 Kipnvatos. 2. Tlamias €v T@ Sevtépw oyw Even, 
6tt “Iwavvns 6 Beoddyos Kat “IaxwBos 6 adeddos 

3 a ¢ \ 3 7 3 , 7 ¢ 3 / 

avTov b70 ‘lovdaiwy avypéOnoav. Iazias 6 cipnuévos 
¢ 4 ¢ XN > \ A ? 
ioTopnoev ws TtapadkaBov amo Tav Ovyatépwr Pi- 
Nimmov, 6tt BapaaBas, 6 Kat “lovotos Soxywalopuevos 
UTO0 TOV aTioTwY, Lov exiOvns TL@V é€V OVOMATL TOU 


Xpiorov amabys StehvrAdXOy. ioropet S€ Kai dda 
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Anastasius of Sinai, Contemplations on the Hexameron 7 
And so, the very ancient exegetes of the church, I mean 
the philosopher Philo, who lived in the time of the apos- 
tles, and the great Papias of Hierapolis, who was a close 
companion of the Evangelist John . . . and those who were 
their associates, understood the stories about Paradise in a 
spiritual way, as referring to the church of Christ. 


12 


Philip of Side, Ecclesiastical History 

Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, hearer of the theologian 
John and friend of Polycarp, wrote five books about the 
sayings of the Lord. In these, in a list that he made of the 
apostles, after Peter and John, Philip and Thomas and 
Matthew, he indicated that Aristion and another John, 
whom he also called an elder, were disciples of the Lord... 
Papias was also mistaken about the future millennium; 
Irenaeus got his ideas from him. 2. In his second book 
Papias says that John the theologian and his brother James 
were killed by Jews. And this Papias we have been discuss- 
ing related a story that he evidently received from the 
daughters of Philip, that when Barsabbas, also called 
Justus, was put to the test by unbelievers, he drank snake 
poison but was preserved unharmed by the name of 
Christ. And he tells other amazing stories—especially one 


6 éxkAnovactikay e€yynta@v cj. Bihlmeyer: éxxAno.wy €€- 
NYTLK@Y ms 
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7 N i“ \ \ \ , oh 
Oavpata Kat wadioTa TO KaTa THY wNnTépa Mavatpou 
A A A N A 
THV EK VEKP@V avaoTacaV: TEpi TE’ T@V VITO TOU 
“A b) A 3 , 4 4 > “A 
Xpiocrov é€k vexp@v avactavtwr, 6Tt €ws "Adptavov 
éCwv. 
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George the Sinner, Chronicle 
Mera, dé Aopetiavov éBaciievoe Nepovas €ros év, 
a A 
Os avakadeoapevos lwavynv €k THS vio~ou amTéAvO EV 
> A > ‘Ed 4 M4 4 ‘\ A Bi > A B' 
oiketv ev Ed€ow. Ovos TOTE TEPL@V T@ Biw EK TOV L 
pabytav Kat ovyypaiapevos TO Kat avTov evay- 
, 4 , 4 ‘\ ee 
yéduov aptupiov Karn€iwras. 2. Tamias yap 6 ‘lepa- 
TONEWS ETLOKOTOS, AUTOMTHS TOVTOV YEVOMEVOS, EV TO 
A A € \ 
devtépw éoyw TGV KUpLAKaY oyiwy hacker, bTL U7 
3 , , ‘\ A 
lovdaiwr avypébn: tAnpwcas Syndadr wera TOU adeEd- 
A A A A ‘\ 
dov THV TOU XpioToU EPL AVT@Y TPOPPHGW Kal THY 
EQAUT@V Oporoyiayv TEpt TovTOV Kal ovyKaTabecwy 
3 NX NX € , N 3 4 4 A “\ 
ElT@V yap O KUpLos mpos avTovs: Avvacbe muEtY TO 
a 
TOTHpPLOV, O EY@ Tiva; Kal KaTavevoavTwr TpOOvpasS 
“\ , XN , 4 4 4 ‘N 
Kat ovvOeyévwv: TO TOTHPLOV ov, dyaiv, triecOe, Kat 
“N 4 a 3 ‘\ , 4 “\ 
70 Bantiopa, 6 éyo Bantilopar, BarticOnoec Ge. Kat 
) 4 3 , N ‘\ 4 4 “\ N\ 
eiKOTws: advvaTov yap Deov WetoacOar. 3. oUTW dé Kat 
e€ XN 3 4 3 A \ “A e€ 
6 Tokvpabys ‘Apryévyns év TH Kata MarOatov épuy- 
veila OvaBeBavovTar, @s 6Tt pewapTupyKerv “Iwavvns, 
“A , A 
EK TOV OLAOOXOV TOV ATOTTOLWY VOT NMALYA[MLEVOS 


TOUTO pEe“abyKevat. 
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about Manaim’s mother, who was raised from the dead. 
And he relates that those who were raised from the dead 
by Christ lived until the time of Hadrian. 


13 


George the Sinner, Chronicle 

And after Domitian, Nerva reigned for one year. He re- 
called John from his island and allowed him to live in 
Ephesus. He alone of the twelve disciples remained alive 
at that time; and after he composed his Gospel he was 
found worthy to become a martyr. 2. For Papias, bishop of 
Hierapolis, an eyewitness of John, asserts in the second 
book of the Lord’s sayings that John was killed by Jews. 
And so he, along with his brother, clearly fulfilled the pre- 
diction of Christ about them and the confession and con- 
sent that they gave to it. For the Lord said to them, “Are 
you able to drink the cup that I drink?” And when they 
eagerly nodded their assent and agreed to do so, he said, 
“You will drink my cup, and you will be baptized with the 
baptism that I experience.” And it makes sense that this 
happened, because God cannot lie. 3. So too the polymath 
Origen sets forth clearly in his commentary on Matthew’ 
that John was martyred, indicating that he learned this 
from the successors to the apostles. 


6 Mark 10:38-39. 
7 Origen, Commentary on Matthew 16.6. 


7 ve cj. Bihlmeyer: om. ms 
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14 


Photius, Bibliotheca 

ov pny add’ ovd€ Tlamiav Tov ‘lepamd\ews 
émioKOTTOV Kal wapTupa, ovde Eipnvatoyv tov éctov 
ériaxotrov Aovydovvwyv (scil. dmodéxetar =téhavos), 
> @ ? > a ? > , 
ev ois N€yovaw aicOynTov THY BpwuaTwrv amTodav- 


ow evar THY TOV OVpavev BactrElav. 
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Catena of Greek Fathers commenting on the Gospel of 


John 

(74 \ , > td ¢e A “A eN 
Toratos yap TovtTwv Iwmavyns 6 THs BpovTys vios 

, , “A , e 
petaxrAnfeis, wavy yynpadéov avtov yevopévov, ws 
, e A v4 > A XN > , \ 
Tapédocayv nutvy 6 Te Eipynvatos xkat EvoéBuos Kat 
” \ \ } \ , ¢ , > 
GAOL TLOTOL KATA OLADOKHV YEYOVOTES LOTOPLKOL, KAT 
EKELVO KALPOU aipévewy avadvec@v Sevvav vTyyO- 
\ > , a ¢ A A , > , 
pevoe TO EVAaYYEALOY TO EavTov pabyTH Tamia evB.w0- 
Tm T@ leparoNity, TOS AvaTANPWOW TOV TPO AVTOV 
KNpvEaVT@V TOV NOYOV TOLS AVA TATA THY OLKOULE- 


a4 
vynv ebveow. 


16 


Codex Vaticanus Alexandrinus 14 
Incipit argumentum secundum Iohannem. 
Evangelium Iohannis manifestatum et datum est eccle- 
siis ab Iohanne adhuc in corpore constituto, sicut Papias 
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14 


Photius, Bibliotheca 

[Stephen Gorbarus] did not [go along with] Papias the 
bishop and martyr of Hierapolis or with Irenaeus, the holy 
bishop of Lyons, when they said that the kingdom of 
heaven involved the enjoyment of foods palpable to the 
senses. 


15 


Catena of Greek Fathers commenting on the Gospel of 
John 

For when the last of these, John, called “Son of Thun- 
der,”® had become a very old man (as Irenaeus, Eusebius, 
and other reliable historians who followed in their train 
have handed down to us), fearful heresies had sprouted up; 
and he dictated the Gospel to his own disciple, the respect- 
able Papias of Hierapolis, so as to complete the work of 
those before him who had proclaimed the word to the 
nations throughout the world. 


16 


Codex Vaticanus Alexandrinus 14 

Here begins an overview [Or: the subject matter] of the 
Gospel according to John. 

The Gospel of John was published and given to the 
churches by John while he was still living, just as Papias, 


8 Mark 3:18. 
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nomine Hierapolitanus, discipulus Iohannis carus, in exo- 
tericis id est in extremis quinque libris retulit. 2. descripsit 
vero evangelium dictante Iohanne recte. 


QUADRATUS FRAGMENT 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 4.3 

y os “A \ > > v4 By ” \ > \ 

Tpatavov dé éd’ ddous ETETW ElKooL THY apXnV 
uno €€ d€ovow Kpatnoavtos, Atuos ‘Adpiavos dia- 
d€XETAL THY WyE“oviav. TOVT@ Kodpatos hdyov mpoc- 
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> e A 7 4 7 \ ” 
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ATANNAYEVTOS HOaV ETL KPOVOV LKAVOV, WOTE 
\ A 
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aiKovTo. 
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also called the Hierapolite, a close disciple of John, men- 
tions in the more accessible part of his five books—that is 
to say, near the end. 2. In fact, he carefully transcribed the 
Gospel while John dictated it to him. 





QUADRATUS FRAGMENT 


Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 4.3 

After Trajan held power for nineteen and a half years, 
Aelius Hadrian succeeded to the rule. To this one Quadra- 
tus addressed and delivered a writing in which he set forth 
a defense of our religion, since some wicked men were 
attempting to cause a disturbance in our affairs. And the 
book is still in circulation among most of the brothers; 
indeed we ourselves have a copy, from which one can see 
clear signs both of the man’s intelligence and of his apos- 
tolic orthodoxy. 2. And he reveals his early date by what he 
reports in his own words: 


“But the works of our savior were always present, 
for they were true. Those who were healed and 
raised from the dead were not only seen when 
healed and raised, but they were always present— 
and not just while the savior was here, but even 
when he had gone they remained for a long time, so 
that some of them have survived to our own time.” 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Epistle to Diognetus is widely recognized as one of 
the true literary gems of early Christianity. It was first in- 
cluded among the works of the Apostolic Fathers by the 
eighteenth-century scholar A. Gallandi, who argued that it 
was written by none other than Apollos, the acquaintance 
of Paul mentioned in Acts and 1 Corinthians. This view 
never gained wide acceptance, however, and scholars now 
commonly maintain that since the book appears to have 
been written well after the early second century, it is in- 
cluded among the Apostolic Fathers by “custom rather 
than right” (thus Kirsopp Lake, in the first edition of 
the Loeb Apostolic Fathers; see Marrou). This opinion, 
however, assumes that the other Apostolic Fathers belong 
to the corpus on the basis of some kind of inherent claim; it 
should always be remembered that the entire collection is 
an ad hoc invention of modern scholars, not a self-vindicat- 
ing canon of writings (see General Introduction). 

In any event, it is fair to say that the Epistle to 
Diognetus is unique among the Apostolic Fathers in that it 
is an “apologia,” that is, a reasoned defense of the Christian 
faith (but see the Fragment of Quadratus). Such apologies 
became relatively widespread among Christian authors 
during the mid to late second century. 
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Overview 


The epistle begins with an introductory address to an 
otherwise unidentified person named Diognetus, who is 
said to be eager to learn about the religion of the Chris- 
tians, specifically, about the God they serve, their reasons 
for not following the religious practices of the Greeks or 
the Jews, the character of their love for one another, and 
the explanation for why their religion, if it is true, did not 
come into the world earlier. 

The epistle seeks to address these queries and to show, 
as a result, the superiority of the Christian religion. First, 
in traditional but forceful terms, it mocks and attacks the 
idols worshiped by pagans (ch. 2), and then ridicules the 
religious practices of the Jews (chs. 3-4). It then argues 
that Christians are socially innocuous, that their way of life 
is morally superior, and that they are in the world as the hu- 
man soul is in the body (chs. 5-6). It goes on to explain that 
the Christian religion is based not on human reason or 
philosophy but on divine revelation, as God has made it 
known through a divine emissary, his Son (chs. 7-8). The 
apology ends with a statement of wonder that through his 
Son, God has provided salvation and revealed his myster- 
ies to those who had demonstrated their complete unwor- 
thiness (chs. 9-10). 

A sudden and obvious shift occurs in chapters 11-12, 
which appear to be addressed not to an earnest pagan but 
to a community of Christians (e.g., 11.8). Based in part on 
an allegorical interpretation of the “tree of knowledge and 
the tree of life” (12.3), the author of these concluding chap- 
ters admonishes his hearers to seek after the true knowl- 
edge of the word that God has revealed through his Son. 
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The sudden shift in content and presupposed audience 
in chapters 11-12, along with differences in vocabulary, 
writing style, attitudes toward Judaism (which become 
more positive, as in the affirmation of the law and prophets 
in 11.6), and genre (the final chapters appear to be a hom- 
ily) have led virtually all scholars to acknowledge that the 
concluding section comes from a different work from the 
apology of chapters 1-10. Some have supposed that the 
two works are by the same author, delivered on different 
occasions for different audiences (Barnard); but most 
have thought that they were composed by different au- 
thors. It is impossible to say how the two different works 
came to be combined, but our sole manuscript witness it- 
self indicates a problem with the text at this point: at the 
end of chapter 10 a marginal note reads, “and here the 
copy has a break.” 

There are other problems with the text, and scholars 
have proposed a number of emendations to restore its 
sense (see the Greek apparatus). In particular, an obvious 
lacuna occurs in 7.6, which, according to a note in the mar- 
gin, was found in the copyist’s ancient exemplar. Unfortu- 
nately, there is no way to know how much of the interven- 
ing text has been lost, whether just a few words or a page or 
more. 


Author 


An inordinate number of conjectures, most of them 
fantastic, have been put forward for the authorship of 
the anonymous work embodied in chapters 1-10: Apollos, 
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Clement of Rome, Quadratus, the heretic Marcion, his fol- 
lower Apelles, the apologists Aristides of Athens or The- 
ophilus of Antioch, the heresiologist Hippolytus of Rome, 
the Alexandrian scholar Pantaenus, the martyr Lucian of 
Antioch, Ambrosius, and others (see Tanner, Meecham, 
Marrou). Out of the frustration born of our ignorance, 
one nineteenth-century editor (J. Donaldson) conjectured 
that it had been forged by Henri Estienne (Stephanus), 
the sixteenth-century printer who produced the editio 
princeps, or if not by him, then possibly by an unknown 
Greek exile during the Renaissance, after the fall of Con- 
stantinople. 

As a rule, scholars have been less interested in estab- 
lishing the authorship of the fragmentary treatise or hom- 
ily preserved in chapters 11-12, although, among others, 
the names of Pantaenus, Melito of Sardis, and most com- 
monly, Hippolytus of Rome have been proposed. 

The sole manuscript that preserved the text, which is it- 
self now lost (see below), attributed the entire work, along 
with several other documents that it contained, to Justin 
Martyr. But there are substantial differences in style and 
contents between Justin’s apologies and the Epistle to 
Diognetus: Justin, for example, embraced the Old Testa- 
ment and used its text extensively to establish prophetic 
proofs for the Christian claims about Jesus; the Epistle to 
Diognetus makes no appeal to the Old Testament and ac- 
knowledges nothing positive in Judaism. Justin saw the 
Logos manifesting itself in the world before the coming of 
Jesus, for example in the great Greek philosophers; the 
Epistle to Diognetus has nothing but scorn for Greek phi- 
losophers and maintains that before the coming of Christ, 
no one had any inkling of the true nature of God. Justin 
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claimed that pagan idols are real and demonic, the Epistle 
to Diognetus insists they are lifeless with no ties to any- 
thing beyond themselves. 

As a result, we do not know who the author was. The 
most that can be said about him is that he was a highly 
educated, rhetorically trained, Greek-speaking Christian 
broadly familiar with philosophical commonplaces found 
among Platonic and Stoic thinkers (see Tanner). 


Recipient 


Like other early Christian apologies, the book is ad- 
dressed to an individual, an otherwise unknown “Diog- 
netus.” The name is not uncommon and literally means 
“born of Zeus.” Because he is called “most excellent”—an 
elevated title of respect—Diognetus is sometimes thought 
to have been a high-ranking administrative official (the 
emperor himself?) or some other member of the Roman 
elite. Most commonly it has been suggested that he was 
Diognetus, the tutor of Marcus Aurelius mentioned in the 
Meditations 1, 6, or possibly the procurator of Alexandria, 
Claudius Diognetus (ca. 200 CE), mentioned in the papyri 
(see Marrou) . But none of the proposed identities has won 
widespread support. It may even be that Diognetus is an 
imaginary person, a pagan invented for the occasion, to 
whom the apology could be addressed, much as “most ex- 
cellent Theophilus” (“beloved of God” or “one who loves 
God”) addressed in Luke and Acts is sometimes thought to 
be a cipher for the Christian audience of the books, rather 
than the name of a historical individual (see Luke 1:3; Acts 
1:1). 
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Date 


The wide range of dates proposed for the work corre- 
sponds to the various speculations concerning its author- 
ship (see Marrou). While scholars continue to suggest pre- 
cise dates, most today prefer to speak in broader terms, 
maintaining, for example that it was written sometime be- 
tween 150 and 310. It may be possible, however, to be a bit 
more specific. The book embodies concerns and emphases 
comparable to other apologists of the second century, al- 
though it shows no familiarity with (or, at least, regard for) 
arguments based on “proof from prophecy” or with the “lo- 
gos doctrine” that proved so popular among most of them; 
it makes almost no use of the writings that later came to 
be canonized as the Christian Scriptures; and its strik- 
ing christological views and theological assertions (esp. 
chs. 7-8) are not characterized by the nuance and re- 
finement found among equally educated Christian authors 
at later times. It may be, then, that this should be regarded 
as one of the earlier apologies, written during the second 
half of the second century, possibly closer to the beginning 
than the end of that period. 


Textual Tradition and Editions 


The Epistle to Diognetus is poorly attested. It is never 
mentioned, let alone cited, by any of the church Fathers; 
moreover, it survived into modern times in only one manu- 
script of the thirteenth or fourteenth century, and even 
this manuscript has now been destroyed. 

The manuscript was a 260-page codex containing 
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twenty-two different Christian works, principally of an 
apologetic and polemical nature, spanning a thousand 
years. The first five treatises, including the Epistle to 
Diognetus, were attributed in the manuscript to Justin 
Martyr (see Marrou). The manuscript was serendipitously 
discovered by a young cleric in 1436, in a pile of packing 
paper in a fish shop in Constantinople; it soon passed into 
the hands of the Dominicans. In the early sixteenth cen- 
tury it was acquired by the German humanist Johannes 
Reuchlin (d. 1522) and some time after his death, later in 
that century, by the Alsatian monastery of Maursmiinster. 
Around 1794 the manuscript came to the municipal library 
of Strasbourg, where it remained until August 24, 1870, 
when it was destroyed by fire during the bombing of the 
city in the Franco-German war. 

The Parisian printer Henri Estienne (Stephanus) pub- 
lished the editio princeps of the epistle in 1592, based on a 
transcription he had made in 1586. Another transcription 
had been produced by B. Haus in 1580 and a third around 
1590 by J. J. Beurer (this transcription is lost, but Ste- 
phanus included a collation of it in an appendix to his edi- 
tion). In addition, two careful collations of the manuscript 
were made in the nineteenth century for Otto’s edition of 
the text, one by E. Cunitz in 1842 and the other by E. 
Reuss in 1861. 

The important differences among the transcriptions of 
Stephanus, Haus, and Beurer and the 1742 edition pub- 
lished by Prudentius of S. Maur are reflected in the appa- 
ratus, along with various conjectures suggested by such 
editors as Stephanus, Lachmann, Bunsen, Gebhardt, and 
Hilgenfeld. 
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Abbreviations 


A Codex Argentoratensis (the Strasbourg ms; 13th or 
14th c.; based on the edition of Funk-Bihlmeyer) 

h Transcription of Haus (1580) 

b Transcription of Beurer (1590) 

St Editio Princeps of Stephanus (1592) 

Pr Edition of Prudentius of S. Maur (1742) 
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” , , \ 3 \ , A 
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1 


Since I see, most excellent Diognetus, that you are ex- 
tremely eager to learn about the religion of the Christians 
and are making such an exacting and careful inquiry about 
them, wishing to discover which God they obey and how 
they worship him, so that they all despise the world and 
disdain death, neither giving credence to those thought to 
be gods by the Greeks nor keeping the superstition of the 
Jews, and what deep affection they have for one another, 
and just why this new race or way of life came into being 
now and not before, I welcome this eagerness of yours and 
ask God—who enables us both to speak and to hear—that 
I may be allowed to speak in such a way that you derive 
special benefit by hearing, and that you hear in such a way 
that the speaker not be put to grief. 


2 


And so come, purge yourself of all the notions that previ- 
ously constrained your understanding, leave behind your 





1 +6v Lachmann: om. A 
9 > v4 3 wa 
akovoavta St: axovoat A 
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misguided habit of thought, and become as it were a per- 
son made new at the beginning, one who is about to hear a 
new teaching, just as you yourself have admitted. Consider 
the true nature and form of those you call and consider to 
be gods, not only with your eyes but also with your mind. 
2. Is not one of them a stone, like that which we walk on? 
And another copper, no better than utensils forged for our 
use? And another wood, already rotted? And another sil- 
ver, needing someone to guard it, to keep it from being 
stolen? And another iron, being eaten away by rust? And 
another pottery, no more attractive than that which is fash- 
ioned for the most disreputable purposes? 3. Are not all of 
these formed of destructible matter? Are they not forged 
with iron and fire? Were they each not made by the sculp- 
tor, coppersmith, silversmith, and potter? Before they 
were shaped by these crafts into the form that each of them 
now has, could they not have been made into other 
forms—indeed, could they not be remade even now? And 
the utensils that we have now, which come from the same 
material: could they not be made like them, if they came 
into the hands of the same artisans? 4. Or again, these 
things that are now worshiped by you: could they not be 
formed by human hands into utensils similar to the rest? 
Are they not all deaf? And blind? And lifeless? And unable 
to perceive? And unable to move? Are they not all rotting? 
Are they not all decaying? 5. These are what you call gods. 
These are what you serve. These are what you worship. 
And in the end, these are what you become like. 6. Is this 
why you hate the Christians, because they do not consider 


3 €xacrov Pr: €kaoTos A 
4 yuev St: nuov A 
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these to be gods? 7. But do you yourselves not show dis- 
dain for these gods, even while supposing and imagining 
that you praise them? Do you not much more ridicule and 
abuse them—worshiping the ones made of stone and clay 
without keeping close watch on them, but locking up those 
made of silver and gold, putting guards over them night 
and day to keep them from being stolen? 8. If these had 
any powers of perception, you would be punishing them by 
the honors you imagine you are bestowing on them. And if 
they lack perception, you offer proof against them by wor- 
shiping them with the blood and fat of your sacrifices. 
9. See if one of you could put up with this kind of treatment 
or bear such things if they happened to you. But no one 
would endure this kind of punishment willingly, because 
he has sense perception and reason. But the stone endures 
it because it has no perception. And so do you not prove 
that it cannot perceive? 10. I could say many other things 
about why Christians do not serve such gods, but if some- 
one supposes that these comments are not enough, I imag- 
ine saying anything more would be superfluous. 


3 


And next I suppose you especially long to hear about why 
the Christians do not worship like the Jews. 2. Now by ab- 
staining from the kind of divine worship just mentioned, 
the Jews rightly claim to worship the one God who is over 
all and to consider him Master. But when they worship him 
like those already mentioned, they go astray. 3. For just as 

5 avery Lachmann: ot vov A 6 dy Lachmann: om. A 

7 kahos Hilgenfeld: kat ets A 
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the Greeks give evidence of their foolishness by making 
offerings to those that are without perception and deaf, so 
too these should realize that they manifest their own fool- 
ishness, rather than the worship of God, when they regard 
him as needing anything. 4. For the one who made heaven 
and earth and all that is in them,! and who supplies all of us 
with what we need, is himself in need of none of the things 
that he himself provides to those who suppose that they are 
giving them. 5. But those who suppose they are perform- 
ing sacrifices of blood and fat and whole burnt offerings, 
and thereby to be bestowing honor on him by these dis- 
plays of reverence, seem no different to me from those 
who show the same honor to the gods who are deaf—one 
group giving to gods who cannot receive the honor, the 
other thinking that it can provide something to the one 
who needs nothing. 


4 


But I do not think you need to learn from me about their 
anxiety over food, their superstition about the sabbath, 
their arrogance over circumcision, and the pretense they 
make of fasting and of their celebration of the new moon— 
ridiculous matters and unworthy of argument. 2. For how 
is it not completely unwarranted to accept some of the 
things created by God for human use as made well, but to 
reject others as useless and superfluous? 3. And how is it 
not impious to lie against God by saying that he does not 


1 Ps 146:6; cf. Acts 14:15. 
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allow anything good to be done on the sabbath? 4. And 
how is it not worthy of scorn to boast in the mutilation of 
the flesh as a testimony to their election, as if they were es- 
pecially loved by God because of it? 5. And who would 
consider as proofs of their divine worship, rather than of 
their utter foolishness, their constant observation of the 
stars and moon to keep track of months and days, and the 
distinctions they make in the divine orderings of the world 
and in the alternations of the seasons for their own im- 
pulses—setting aside some times for feasts and others for 
mourning? 6. I suppose you have learned enough about 
how the Christians are right to abstain from the vulgar silli- 
ness, deceit, and meddling ways of the Jews, along with 
their arrogance. But do not expect to be able to learn from 
any human the mystery of the Christians’ own way of 
worship. 


5 


For Christians are no different from other people in terms 
of their country, language, or customs. 2. Nowhere do they 
inhabit cities of their own, use a strange dialect, or live life 
out of the ordinary. 3. They have not discovered this teach- 
ing of theirs through reflection or through the thought of 
meddlesome people, nor do they set forth any human doc- 
trine, as do some. 4. They inhabit both Greek and barbar- 
ian cities, according to the lot assigned to each. And they 
show forth the character of their own citizenship in a mar- 
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velous and admittedly paradoxical way by following local 
customs in what they wear and what they eat and in the rest 
of their lives. 5. They live in their respective countries, but 
only as resident aliens; they participate in all things as citi- 
zens, and they endure all things as foreigners. Every for- 
eign territory is a homeland for them, every homeland for- 
eign territory. 6. They marry like everyone else and have 
children, but they to not expose them once they are born. 
7. They share their meals but not their sexual partners. 
8. They are found in the flesh but do not live according to 
the flesh. 9. They live on earth but participate in the life of 
heaven. 10. They are obedient to the laws that have been 
made, and by their own lives they supersede the laws. 
11. They love everyone and are persecuted by all. 12. They 
are not understood and they are condemned. They are put 
to death and made alive. 13. They are impoverished and 
make many rich. They lack all things and abound in every- 
thing. 14. They are dishonored and they are exalted in 
their dishonors. They are slandered and they are acquit- 
ted. 15. They are reviled and they bless, mistreated and 
they bestow honor. 16. They do good and are punished as 
evil; when they are punished they rejoice as those who 
have been made alive. 17. They are attacked by Jews as for- 
eigners and persecuted by Greeks. And those who hate 
them cannot explain the cause of their enmity. 


6 


To put the matter simply, what the soul is in the body, this is 
what Christians are in the world. 2. The soul is spread 
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throughout all the limbs of the body; Christians are spread 
throughout the cities of the world. 3. The soul lives in the 
body, but it does not belong to the body; Christians live in 
the world but do not belong to the world. 4. The soul, 
which is invisible, is put under guard in the visible body; 
Christians are known to be in the world, but their worship 
of God remains invisible. 5. The flesh hates the soul and at- 
tacks it, even though it has suffered no harm, because it is 
hindered from indulging in its pleasures. And the world 
hates the Christians, even though it has suffered no harm, 
because they are opposed to its pleasures. 6. The soul loves 
the flesh that hates it, along with its limbs; Christians love 
those who hate them. 7. The soul is imprisoned in the 
body, but it sustains [Or: constrains] the body; Christians 
are detained in the prison of the world, but they sustain 
[Or: constrain] the world. 8. The soul, which is immortal, 
dwells in a mortal tent; Christians temporarily dwell in 
perishable surroundings but await that which is imperish- 
able in the heavens. 9. The soul grows stronger even when 
mistreated by what the body eats and drinks; Christians in- 
crease daily even when punished. 10. God has appointed 
them to such a position, and it would not be right for them 
to abandon it. 


i 


For, as I have said, this is no earthly discovery that has been 
handed over to them, nor is it a mortal idea that, in their 
judgment, merits such diligent oversight. Nor have they 
been entrusted with the administration of merely human 
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mysteries. 2. But the truly all-powerful God himself, cre- 
ator of all and invisible, set up and established in their 
hearts the truth and the holy word from heaven, which 
cannot be comprehended by humans. To do so, he did not, 
as one might suppose, send them one of his servants or an 
angel or a ruler or any of those who administer earthly ac- 
tivities or who are entrusted with heavenly affairs, but he 
sent the craftsman and maker of all things himself, by 
whom he created the heavens, by whom he enclosed the 
sea within its own boundaries, whose mysteries all the ele- 
ments of creation guard faithfully, from whom the sun was 
appointed to guard the courses that it runs during the day, 
whom the moon obeys when he commands it to shine at 
night, whom the stars obey by following the course of the 
moon, by whom all things are set in order and arranged 
and put into subjection, the heavens and the things in the 
heavens, the earth and the things in the earth, the sea 
and the things in the sea, fire, air, the abyss, creatures in 
the heights, creatures in the depths, and creatures in be- 
tween—this is the one he sent to them. 3. So then, did he, 
as one might suppose, send him to rule in tyranny, fear, and 
terror? 4. Not at all. But with gentleness and meekness, as 
a king sending his own son, he sent him as a king; he sent 
him as a god; he sent him as a human to humans. So that he 
might bring salvation and persuasion he sent him, not to 
coerce—for God does not work through coercion. 5. He 
sent him to issue his call, not to persecute. He sent him to 
show forth his love, not to judge. 6. For later he will send 
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him in judgment—and who will withstand his coming? . . . 
7. Do you not see? how they are cast to the wild beasts that 
they might deny the Lord, and yet they are not overcome? 
8. Do you not see that the more the multitude is punished, 
the more others increase their numbers? 9. These things 
do not appear to be human works. These are the power of 
God; these are proofs of his coming. 


8 


For what person formerly had any idea what God was like, 
before he came? 2. Or do you accept the vain and ridicu- 
lous teachings of those specious philosophers, some of 
whom asserted that God was fire (where they themselves 
are about to go, this is what they call God!), and others wa- 
ter, and others one of the other elements created by God? 
3. And if any of these teachings was acceptable, then every 
one of the other things created by God could also appear to 
be God. 4. But these ideas are illusions and the deception 
of tricksters. 5. For no one either saw him or made him 
known, but he revealed himself. 6. And he revealed him- 
self through faith, through which alone is one permitted to 
see God. 7. For God, the Master and Creator of all, the one 
who created all things and set them in order, was not only 
benevolent but also patient. 8. Indeed, he was always this 
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way, and is and will be: kind and good and without anger 
and true. He alone is good. 9. And when he had a great and 
inexpressible thought, he communicated it to his child 
alone. 10. And so, as long as he enshrouded it in a mystery 
and kept his wise plan to himself, he seemed not to care for 
us or give us any heed. 11. But when he revealed it through 
his beloved child and showed the things prepared from the 
beginning, he shared all things with us at once, that we 
might participate in and see and understand his kindly 
acts. Who among us would have ever expected these 
things? 


9 


And so, having arranged all things by himself, along with 
his child, he permitted us—while it was still the former 
time—to be borne along by disorderly passions, as we 
wished, carried off by our pleasures and desires. He took 
no delight at all in our sins, but he endured them. Nor did 
he approve of the former time of unrighteousness, but he 
was Creating the present age of righteousness, so that even 
though at that time our works proved that we were unwor- 
thy of life, we might in the present be made worthy by the 
kindness of God. And when we had demonstrated that we 
were powerless to enter the kingdom of God on our own, 
we were enabled by the power of God. 2. For our unrigh- 
teous way of life came to fruition and it became perfectly 





24 qavT... wey Tov Lachmann: wavT’ ovv Hoe 7. €. oO. T. 
TALOL OLKOVOMLLK@S EXPL LEV OVV TOD A 
25 yuv Hefele: vovv A 


149 


EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 9 


, v4 ¢ \ > “A “4 \ , 
Tepavépwto, OTe 6 piaOos avTns KOhacts Kat Pavatos 
an 45) NY e , ray X , 
mTpooedokaTo, WAGE S€ 6 Katpds, bv DEeds mpoébeTo 
Lowrey havepoo-ar THY EavTOD KpNnoTOTHTA Kal dvVGa- 
\ A 
pv (@28 ths vaepBardrdovons dirtavOpwiias Kat 
b) , 97 A @ A b) > ¢ al Oe > , 
ayamys?’ tov Geov), ovK ELLONTEV NAS OVOE ATTWOATO 
3 \ 3 , 3 \ 3 , > , 
ovde EuvnoiuaKnoev, GANG euaxpoOvpynoer, HVET ETO. 
2) “98 2A \ ¢ , ¢ , > b€ 
eX\eov’® attos Tas NueTepas apapTtias avedéEaro. 
3 \ \ ” en 3 , , ¢ XN ¢ “A \ 
autos Tov id.ov viov amédoTo AUTPOV UTEP NuwV, TOV 
QYLOV UTEP AVOLWY, TOV AKAKOV UTEP TOV KAKWV, TOV 
OL eo N A LOL \ ” ¢ \ A 
ikaLov vmTep TOV GOdikwv, TOV AaPOapTov vaTep Tov 
A \ > , e \ “A A , \ 
d0aptav, tov abdvatov vrép Tov Ovyntav. 3. Ti yap 
BA “\ ¢ , e aA > , , N > , 
GAO TAS GpapTias HuaY HovvHOy KadrvYat 7) eKELVoU 
, , A \ 
duxavoovryn; 4. é€v tive StkatwOyvar Svvatov Tovs 
> , e A \ 93 A Nn 93 , A ca A A 
AVOLOUS NAS Kal aoeBEls | EV LOV@ TH VI@ TOV Oeod; 
nN A ? > A nN A > , 
5. @ THS yAuKElas avTadAayys, @ THS aveELtxvidaTov 
, \ A “A 
Onmoupyias, @ TOV ATpOTbOKHTwWY EvEpyEeTLaV: iva 
3 , \ A B) , CoN “A , 
avopia pev Toh\d@v év Otkaiw €vi KpUBH, Sixkatocvvy 
\“ ¢ SN “\ > , , > , > > 
d€ EVOS TOAAOUS avdpous SikaLwon. 6. EdéyEas ovY EV 
“ , “ 
pev T@ TPOTIEV xpdvm TO AdvYATOV THS NmETEpas 
pvoews eis TO TVXELY CwHs, VoV b€ TOV GwTHpa SelEas 
} \ , \ \ 10V > > , > 
vvaTov cole Kat Ta advvata, €€ audotépwr EBov- 
, A “A , A \ 
Anon mMoTEvervy NaS TH KXPNHOTOTHTL avTOvV, avTOV 
nyetoOar tpodéa, matépa, SiddoKadov, cvpBovdor, 
> , A A , , > , , \ 
iatpov, vovv, das, Tysnv, dd€av, ioxtv, Cwnv, Tept 


EVOVTEWS KAL TPOPHS MY MEPLLVGV. 


26 @ Pr: ws A 
27 kat ayamns Lange: pia ayaryn A 


150 


EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS 9 


clear that it could expect only punishment and death as its 
ultimate reward. But then, when the time arrived that God 
had planned to reveal at last his goodness and power (Oh, 
the supreme beneficence and love of God!), he did not 
hate us, destroy us, or hold a grudge against us. But he was 
patient, he bore with us, and out of pity for us he took our 
sins upon himself. He gave up his own Son as a ransom for 
us, the holy one for the lawless, the innocent one for the 
wicked, the righteous one for the unrighteous, the imper- 
ishable one for the perishable, the immortal one for the 
mortal. 3. For what else could hide our sins but the righ- 
teousness of that one? 4. How could we who were lawless 
and impious be made upright except by the Son of God 
alone? 5. Oh, the sweet exchange! Oh, the inexpressible 
creation! Oh, the unexpected acts of beneficence! That the 
lawless deeds of many should be hidden by the one who 
was upright, and the righteousness of one should make up- 
right the many who were lawless! 6. Since he clearly dem- 
onstrated in the former time that we could not possibly, by 
our very nature, obtain life, and since he now revealed the 
savior who has the power to save even what is powerless— 
for both reasons he has wanted us to believe in his kind- 
ness, to consider him our nurse, father, teacher, counselor, 
physician, mind, light, honor, glory, strength, and life, and 
to have no concern over what to wear or eat. 
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10 


If you also long to have this faith, you must first acquire the 
knowledge of the Father. 2. For God loved humans, for 
whose sake he made the world, to whom he subjected ev- 
erything on earth, to whom he gave reason, to whom he 
gave mind, whom alone he permitted to look up to him 
above, whom he formed out of his own likeness, to whom 
he sent his one and only Son, to whom he promised the 
kingdom in heaven. And he will give it to those who love 
him. 3. Once you have known him, with what sort of joy do 
you think you will be filled? Or how will you love the one 
who so loved you in advance? 4. But when you have loved 
him you will become an imitator of his kindness. And do 
not marvel that a person can become an imitator of God. It 
is possible, so long as he desires it. 5. For happiness is not a 
matter of oppressing your neighbors, or wishing to have 
more than those who are lowly, or being wealthy and co- 
ercing those who are in need. Nor is anyone able to imitate 
God in these ways, for they form no part of his greatness. 
6. For whoever takes up the burden of his neighbor, who- 
ever wants to use his own abundance to help someone in 
need, whoever provides for the destitute from the posses- 
sions he has received from God—himself becoming a god 
to those who receive them—this one is an imitator of God. 
7. Then even while you happen to be on earth, you will see 
that God is conducting the affairs of heaven. Then you will 
begin to speak the mysteries of God. Then you will both 
love and admire those who are punished for not wanting to 
deny God. Then you will condemn the deceit and error of 
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the world, when you come to know the true life of heaven, 
when you despise that which merely seems to be death 
here and come to fear that which is truly death, which is 
preserved for those who are condemned to the eternal fire, 
which will punish those who are given over to it until the 
end of time. 8. And then, when you know that other fire, 
you will admire and bless those who endure the fleeting 
fire of the present for the sake of righteousness.° 


11 


I am neither saying anything strange nor engaging in an ir- 
rational investigation, but as a disciple of the apostles I am 
becoming a teacher of the nations. I worthily administer 
that which has been handed over to those who are becom- 
ing disciples of truth. 2. For who has been taught in the 
proper way and become friendly with [Or pleasing to] the 
word and yet does not seek to learn diligently the things 
that have been clearly shown the disciples through the 
word? The word appeared to them and revealed these 
things, speaking to them openly. Even though he was not 
understood by unbelievers, he told these things to his dis- 
ciples, who after being considered faithful by him came to 
know the mysteries of the Father. 3. For this reason he sent 
his word, that it might be manifest to the world. This word 
was dishonored by the people* but proclaimed by the 
apostles and believed by the nations. 4. This is the one who 


3 The following two chapters appear to come from a different 


treatise; see Introduction. A gap is indicated in manuscript here. 
4 T.e., the “chosen people.” 
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was from the beginning, who appeared to be recent but 
was discovered to be ancient, who is always being born 
anew in the hearts of the saints. 5. This is the eternal one 
who “today” is considered to be the Son, through whom 
the church is enriched and unfolding grace is multiplied 
among the saints. This grace provides understanding, 
manifests mysteries, proclaims the seasons, rejoices in the 
faithful, and is given to those who seek, among whom 
pledges of faith are not broken and the boundaries of the 
fathers are not transgressed. 6. Then the fear of the law is 
sung, the grace of the prophets is made known, the faith of 
the Gospels is established, the tradition of the apostles is 
guarded, and the grace of the church leaps for joy. 7. If you 
do not bring this grace to grief you will understand what 
the word says, through whom it wishes and when it wants. 
8. For we have become partners with you through our love 
of all those things that have been revealed to us, which we 
have been driven to address painfully, by the will of the 
word that gives us our orders. 


12 


When you read these things and hear them eagerly, you 
will know what God provides for those who love properly, 
you who have become a paradise of luxury, who have made 
a fertile and fruitful tree spring up in yourselves, you who 
are laden with various kinds of fruit. 2. For in this place 
were planted a tree of knowledge and a tree of life. But it is 
not the tree of knowledge that kills; rather, it is disobedi- 
ence. 3. Nor is that which is written obscure, how at the be- 
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ginning God planted “a tree of knowledge and a tree of life 
in the middle of paradise,”> thereby revealing life through 
knowledge. But those who were there at the beginning 
made use of it in an impure way, and became naked 
through the deceit of the serpent. 4. For life cannot exist 
apart from knowledge nor secure knowledge apart from 
true life. For this reason each was planted next to the 
other. 5. When the apostle considered this marvel he criti- 
cized knowledge that is exercised apart from the true com- 
mand that leads to life, saying “Knowledge puffs, up but 
love builds up.” 6. For the one who thinks he knows any- 
thing apart from the knowledge that is true and attested by 
life does not know; he is deceived by the serpent and does 
not love life. But the one who has come to know with rever- 
ential fear, and who seeks life, plants in hope and expects 
to receive fruit. 7. Let your heart be knowledge and your 
life be the true, comprehensible word. 8. If you bear this 
tree and pluck its fruit, you will always harvest what God 
desires. The serpent cannot touch such things nor can de- 
ceit defile them. Nor is Eve corrupted, but a virgin is 
trusted /Or: but is believed on as a virgin]. 9. And salvation 
is shown, and the apostles are given understanding, and 
the Passover of the Lord moves onward, and the seasons 
are gathered together and made harmonious with the 
world, and the word rejoices by teaching the saints. 
Through the word is the Father glorified. To him be the 
glory forever. Amen. 


5 Cf. Gen 2:17; 3:24. 
6] Cor 8:1. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Shepherd of Hermas was one of the most popular 
books of early Christianity. Judging from the manuscript 
remains, it was copied and read more widely in the second 
and third centuries than any other noncanonical book, 
even more than many of the books that later came to be in- 
cluded in the New Testament. 

The Shepherd recounts a series of revelations and di- 
rect angelic communications to a prophet named Hermas, 
a Christian from early to mid second-century Rome. Like 
other ancient apocalypses, the book is ultimately con- 
cerned to reveal the divine truths that affect earthly reali- 
ties, and to that extent there is some focus on the future 
course of human events, especially a time of tribulation 
that Christians will experience before the end of the age, 
soon to arrive. But even more the book deals with prob- 
lems of Christian existence in the here and now, especially 
the problems of sin and repentance, of Christians remain- 
ing faithful to God and returning to him if they have gone 
astray. It is particularly invested in the question of whether 
Christians can have an opportunity to repent, if they sin af- 
ter being baptized. The short answer is that they do have a 
second chance—but no more. 

The book receives its title from the principal angelic 
mediator and protector of Hermas, the “angel of repen- 
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tance,” who comes to him, part way through the narrative 
(Vision 5), in the guise of a shepherd. 


Overview 


The Shepherd of Hermas is divided into three sections, 
given in the manuscripts as a series of five “Visions,” twelve 
“Commandments,” and ten “Parables.” There is consider- 
able overlap among these groups: revelatory parables, for 
example, are found not only in the final section but in the 
earlier two as well, and by far the longest unit in the book, 
the ninth Parable, is a detailed explication of what the 
author sees in the third Vision. Moreover, many of the 
themes of each section are repeated and developed in oth- 
ers, especially the overarching themes of sin and repen- 
tance, but also more specific issues such as wealth and pov- 
erty, family relations, business dealings, and indecision 
towards God (“doublemindedness”). 

The book begins on an ostensibly autobiographical 
note (scholars debate whether the self-references are his- 
torical or fictional) as Hermas, a freed slave, becomes reac- 
quainted after some years with his former owner, an attrac- 
tive woman named Rhoda, whose beauty and demeanor he 
admires after observing her bathe in the Tiber river. Soon 
afterwards he has a vision of Rhoda speaking to him from 
the sky, telling him that she has been taken up to heaven to 
accuse him before God because of his evil desire for her. 
The vision upsets Hermas and drives him to ponder how 
he might find forgiveness for his sins. 

In answer to his reflections, he is met by an elderly 
woman, who, in a series of different guises, provides him 
with the revelations that make up most of Visions 1-4. 
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Each Vision in fact comprises not just one but a series of 
revelations: in the “second” Vision, for example, Hermas 
first sees the elderly woman, representing the church, 
reading a book (ch. 5); he is then given a revelation con- 
cerning the meaning of the words of the book (ch. 6); next 
he has a vision of a young man who speaks to him about the 
identity of the elderly woman (8.1); and finally the elderly 
woman herself appears to him again (8.2). 

The visions of this opening section of the book include 
revelations about the sins of Hermas’s own family, a vision 
of the upcoming tribulation in the image of a terrifying 
monster, and a vision of the “tower” of the church that is 
being supernaturally constructed on earth out of different 
kinds of stone of varying utility—the most enduring image 
of the book, which will receive fuller treatment in the ninth 
Parable. 

In the fifth Vision a new revelatory agent is introduced, 
the angelic figure called the Shepherd, the angel set over 
repentance, who becomes Hermas’s guide, interpreter, 
and instructor for the rest of the account. It is the Shep- 
herd who delivers the twelve Commandments, each of 
which, again, consists not of a single commandment but 
of a series of injunctions covering a wide range of ethical 
concerns involving personal, sexual, and family relations. 
Some portions of the Commandments resemble the “two 
paths” teaching found in Barnabas and the Didache, and 
we are told in fact that there are two angels who influence 
humans (ch. 36), just as God’s creations and human incli- 
nations are twofold (ch. 38). 

Following the set of Commandments, the Shepherd 
then reveals, and usually explains, the ten “Parables,” 
some of which again comprise a series of revelations, alle- 
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gories, and parabolic visions. These involve such matters 
as the nature of Christian existence in this alien world, the 
relationship of the rich and poor in the church, the need 
for sexual purity, the hope for repentance in the face of the 
coming end, the differences among people who react in 
varying ways to the truth of God, leading to their accep- 
tance into or rejection from the church, and the like. The 
eighth and ninth Parables—allegorical visions of various 
sticks representing different kinds of people in the world 
and of various stones that make up the tower (of the 
church) under construction—are far and away the longest 
sections of the book, making up nearly two-fifths of the 
whole. The book ends with instructions to Hermas to carry 
out his ministry by urging others to engage in good works 
before it is too late and the construction of the tower of the 
church is completed. 


Integrity, Authorship, and Date 


In view of the disparate material scattered throughout 
the Shepherd, scholars since the nineteenth century have 
debated whether the work was originally all of a piece or 
instead represents several works, possibly of different au- 
thors, secondarily combined into one long book. There 
may be manuscript support for the latter view (see Osiek): 
one of the surviving manuscripts, the Bodmer papyrus 
(4th or 5th century) may well have contained only Visions 
1—4, whereas another, the third-century Michigan papy- 
rus, evidently preserved only the other portions of the text, 
Vision 5 to the end of the Parables. Moreover, even a quick 
perusal of the book’s contents shows striking differences 
among its various sections: the elderly woman who repre- 
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sents the “church” is the divine revealer and interpreter in 
Visions 1-4, but then disappears for the rest of the book; 
the shepherd, on the other hand, is absent in this earlier 
portion but assumes a similar role beginning in Vision 5 to 
the end. In addition, there appear to be internal discrepan- 
cies throughout the book, for example, between the earlier 
simple vision of the building of the tower in the third vision 
and the much fuller explication of the image in the ninth 
Parable. 

And so some modern scholars have argued that the 
book is a composite piece, with portions written at differ- 
ent times and by different authors (Giet). Others have 
countered this view, pointing out that (a) when Tertullian 
and Clement of Alexandria, two of our earliest witnesses to 
the book (earlier than either of the manuscripts mentioned 
above), quote the text, they refer to portions of the book 
that were supposedly, according to this view, circulating 
independently of one another (this would suggest that the 
book was a unity from the outset), and (b) extensive simi- 
larities tie the various sections of the book together, for ex- 
ample, the emphasis on sin, repentance, doubleminded- 
ness, purity, and the like (Joly, Henne; see Osiek). As a 
result, some have maintained that the author wrote differ- 
ent sections of the book at different times, creating the ap- 
parent difficulties. Brox, for example, maintains that Vi- 
sions |—4 were written first; then, somewhat later, Vision 5 
through Parable 8; and finally, at a still later time, Parables 
9-10. One more recent suggestion is that the composite 
character of the book results from its origin as an oral, 
rather than a written, text (Osiek). In any event, the major- 
ity of scholars today appear to favor the notion of a solitary 
author. 
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It is difficult to say much about the author’s identity 
apart from the autobiographical information he himself 
provides, assuming that this information is to be taken as 
historical self-description. He was evidently a freedman 
who lived in Rome (thus references to the Tiber in ch. 1 
and the Via Campana in ch. 22) and involved with the 
church there, but not as one of its leaders, of whom he 
speaks in the third person. His general moral concerns, 
somewhat superficial theological reflections, especially 
with regard to christology (e.g., in Parables 5 and 9), and 
general literary skill have made most interpreters suspect 
that he was not among the intellectual elite in the church. 
In any event, some scholars have seen his text as ripe for a 
sociohistorical analysis of the church in Rome (see Osiek, 
Maier, Lampe, and Jeffers). 

Similar considerations have contributed to the view 
that he was writing some time early in the second century. 
It is worth noting, for example, that Hermas speaks of the 
“presbyters” and the “bishops” of the church in Rome (and 
other leaders, such as apostles, deacons, and teachers), but 
says nothing about a solitary bishop. Moreover, never does 
Hermas quote other books that later came to be accepted 
into the canon as authoritative: his only explicit quotation 
is of a now-lost work, the Book of Eldad and Modat (7.4). 
Several other considerations have often played a role in 
determining his date; unfortunately, these considerations 
do not harmonize well with one another: 

(a) At the beginning of the third century, Origen main- 
tained that this Hermas was none other than the person 
mentioned by the apostle Paul in Romans 16:14. 

(b) Hermas himself mentions someone named “Clem- 
ent” in the second Vision (8.2), and indicates that he was a 
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kind of foreign correspondent for the Roman church. It 
has frequently been thought that this is the same person 
ultimately responsible for the book of 1 Clement, written 
in the mid 90s (according to Eusebius, the third bishop of 
Rome). 

(c) The Muratorian Canon — a list of books that belong 
to the New Testament, produced possibly in the second 
half of the second century—indicates that the Shepherd is 
not to be included among the Scriptures because it was 
written “recently” by Hermas, while his brother, Pius, was 
serving as the bishop of Rome. Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 4, 11) 
indicates that Pius was bishop from 140 to 154. 

It is difficult to reconcile these three indications of a 
proximate date for the book, since the time between Paul’s 
letter to the Romans (early 60s?) and Pius of Rome is some 
80-90 years. It may be, in any event, that Origen was sim- 
ply making a best guess at the identity of Hermas, wanting 
to make his book “apostolic” (Origen cites it as a scriptural 
authority), and that, on the other hand, the author of the 
Muratorian canon was trying to distance Hermas from the 
times of the apostles, since he did not consider the book on 
a par with the emerging Christian Scriptures (the date of 
the Muratorian canon is itself a matter of dispute; see 
Osiek and the literature she cites). Moreover, the refer- 
ence to Clement of Rome is not altogether useful, since 1 
Clement never mentions this person, let alone claims him 
as its author (see Introduction there). It is true that Euse- 
bius locates Clement as bishop of Rome towards the end of 
the first century, but it is possible that Clement assumed a 
variety of roles in the Roman congregation at different 
times (on whether Clement was actually a “bishop,” see In- 
troduction to 1 Clement). 
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We are left with general considerations of theme, theol- 
ogy, and presumed historical and ecclesiastical situation to 
date the book. These suggest that it was written, possibly 
over a stretch of time, during the early part of the second 
century, perhaps 110-40 CE. 


Early Reception, Manuscript Tradition, 
and Abbreviations 


The Shepherd is cited by a number of early church writ- 
ers in both the East and West (Irenaeus, Clement of Alex- 
andria, Terullian, Origen, Jerome, Augustine, and others; 
see Osiek), some of whom (e.g., Clement of Alexandria) 
considered it to be Scripture, others of whom (Athanasius 
and the author of the Muratorian canon) considered it 
noncanonical but useful for reading. It was also accorded 
canonical standing in several surviving manuscripts: the 
fourth-century Codex Sinaiticus, for example, includes it, 
along with the Epistle of Barnabas, among the books of 
the New Testament, and it is cited as canonical in a list 
preserved in a New Testament manuscript of the sixth- 
century, the Greek-Latin Codex Claromontanus (along 
with the Epistle of Barnabas, the Acts of Paul, and the 
Apocalypse of Peter). 

The editio princeps (from the Latin Vulgate; see below) 
was published by J. Le Févre d’Etaples in 1513 in Paris 
(Liber trium vivorum et trium spiritualium virginum); the 
first attempt at a critical edition was made by Cotelier in 
1672, based on the Latin text and several then available 
Greek fragments. The fuller Greek text was not discovered 
until the mid-nineteenth century, and even now the Greek 
of the entire book is not completely preserved: no Greek is 
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extant for the concluding chapters (most of 107.3-114.5). 
The following are the principal witnesses to the text. 


Greek 

A Codex Athous (15th c.; chs. 1-107; nearly complete) 

S Codex Sinaiticus (4th c.; 1.1-31.6; nearly the first 
fourth of the book) 

M Michigan Papyrus 129 (mid 3rd c.; chs. 51.8-82.1; 
most of the Parables) 

B_ Bodmer Papyrus 38 (late 4th or early 5th c.; chs. 1-21; 
the first three Visions) 

F  Florilegium of Patristic texts (Paris gr. 1143; 13th c.; 
with five fragments of the Shepherd: 52:8-10; 56:4-9; 
66:4—5; 100:3-5; and 110: 1-3) 


In addition, there are nearly twenty fragmentary Greek 
papyri, most of them from the 3rd—5th centuries (see 
Horseley and Llewelyn and the Oxyrynchus Papyri). 
Those cited in the apparatus are as follows. 


pAm Amherst Payrus 190 (7 fragments; 5-6th c.) 


(1) 2.2-3.1 

(2) 20.3; 21.3 
(3) 44.1,3 

(4) 27.1-2,4-5 
(5) 89.2-3,5 

(6) 94.1, 3-4 

(7) 107.1-2, 3-4 


PBer — four Berlin Papyri 
5104 (32.4-33.2, 3-4; 5th c. ) 
5513 (51.7—10; 53.2-5; 3rd c.) 
6789 (67.1—-12; 6th c.) 
13272 (54.5-55.2, 4-6; 4th c.) 
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PHam Hamburg Papyrus 24 (53.6-54.5; 4-5th c.) 
pM Michigan Papyrus 130 (27.6-28.1; 2nd c.) 
P&% eight Oxyrynchus Papyri 
5 (43.9-10: 3-4th c.) 
404 (113.2-5; 114.34; 3-4th c.) 
1172 (51.4—10; 4th c.) 
1599 (72.4—74.3; 4th c.) 
1783 (39.2-3; 4-5; 4th c.) 
1828 (65.3, 5; 3rd c.) 
3526 (34.3-35.2; 4th c.) 
3527 (70.1-71.2; 3rd c.) 
Latin 
L! Vulgate (in several mss; the translation is normally 
dated to the 2nd c.); manuscripts of this version are cited in 
the apparatus where only the Latin is preserved, as follows. 


S Codex Sangallensis 151 (10th c.) 

A Codex Augiensis 183 (9th c.) 

O Codex Oxoniensis Bodleianus Laud. Misc. 488 (12th 
c.) 

Z Reconstructed (lost) archetype of about 10 more re- 
cent mss. 


L? Palatine (in two mss of the 15th century; the trans- 
lation is normally dated to the 4th c.) 

There are also translations of all or parts of the book 
into Ethiopic (E; possibly 6th c.; rather paraphrastic), 
Coptic (fragmentary copies of both Akhmimic from the 
Ath c. [C1] and Sahidic from the 5th [C?]), Middle Persian, 
and Georgian (made from a lost Arabic translation). 


The traditional mode of citation of the book, according 
to section (Visions, Commandments, Parables) and chap- 
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ters and verses within each section (for example, Vision 
3.13.2) was replaced in Molly Whittaker’s 1956 edition by 
consecutively numbered chapters. This has caused some 
confusion over the years, as scholars have used either one 
or both of these systems. The text and translation here fol- 
low Whittaker’s chapter numbers, with the more tradi- 
tional references given in parentheses. 
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“Opacts a’ 
1 (1.1) 


‘O Opépas pe mémpaxév pe ‘P6dyn Twi! eis ‘Pomnr: 
[ETA TOAAG ETH TAVTYNVY AVEyVWPLTaENnY Kat NpEdwHV 
b) \ 5 “A e > , \ , \ 
avTHy ayaTav ws adeddrp. 2. weTa YpOvov TLVa ov- 
/ b) N N N ? 5 \ 93 / 
Omen eis TOV TOTAaMOV TOV TiBepLy ElOov Kal éTédwKa 
“A \ “A A “A 
aUTH THY xElpa Kal eEjyayov avTrY Ek TOV TOTApPOD. 
, > 1) ‘ S tAX } r C / > A OL 
TAVTNS OVV LOWY TO KAaNXOS OLEAOyLCOUHD EV TH KapdLa 
pov Aéywv: MaKapLos HUN €l TOLAVTHVY yuvatKka €lxoV 
\ “A “4 \ A 4 , “ > 
Kal T@ KAANEL KAL T@ TPOTM. LOVOY TOUTO €BovdAEv- 
, 74 ‘\ 3 , “\ l4 “\ 
odpnv, ETepov O€ OVOEV. 3. WETA KPOVOV TLVA TOPEVO- 
pévou Lov eis Kapas? Kat Oo€alovTos Tas KTiO-ELS TOU 
Jeov, ws peyddau Kat éxmpemets Kai Suvatai eiou, 
TEpLTAT@VY ahvTVwoa. Kal TVEDUA pe EAaBev Kat 
3 , , » 9 , , 7 @ ” P) 
amvEyKeV fe OL Avodias TLWOs, du HS aVOpwros OvK 
> 7 e “A > XN ¢ 4 7 \ 
édvvato Odevca HV S€ 6 TOTOS KPNUVAdONS Kal 
b] “\ 3 XN A e , X > \ \ 
ATEPPNYWS ATO TOV VddTwV. diaBas odVv TOV TOTAMOV 


3 “ ey 3 X ¢ - “\ lal “\ l4 \ 
exetvov HAOov eis TA Opadd, Kat TAG TA yovaTa Kat 


Titulus] Tlousnv S: Liber pastoris nuntii paenitentiae Li. 
Hermae prophetae E: Apxyn ovv Oem BiBdov eyouevns 
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Vision One 
1 (1.1) 


The one who raised me sold me to a certain woman named 
Rhoda, in Rome. After many years, I regained her ac- 
quaintance and began to love her as a sister. 2. When some 
time had passed, I saw her bathing in the Tiber river; and I 
gave her my hand to help her out of the river. When I ob- 
served her beauty I began reasoning in my heart, “I would 
be fortunate to have a wife of such beauty and character.” 
This is all I had in mind, nothing else. 3. When some time 
had passed, I was traveling to the countryside, glorifying 
the creations of God and thinking how great, remarkable, 
and powerful they are. On the way I fell asleep and a spirit 
took me and carried me through a certain deserted place 
that was impassable, for the place was steep and split up by 
the courses of water. When I crossed the river I came to 


Tlouunv. “Opacts a’ A: (Incipit) libellus sancti pastoris. Incipit 
visio prima quam vidit Herma L2: opac[,__| B 

lrémpakév pe “Pody tui S L2 E [B]: wémpaxe pos 
yuvatka tia A (L}) 2 kwuas SABE: Kovuas cj. Dindorf: 
cum his LI: civitatem Ostiorum L2 
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> /, , “ / 3 N > “ 
npEaunv mtpocedxec Oar T@ Kupio® Kat eE€opodoyet- 
7 
cai pov Tas apaptias. 4. mpomevyopévov O€ pov 
/ 4 “a A 
Hvolyyn 0 ovpavos, Kat Br€é7w THY yuvatka ExElvyV HV 
eTeOUpnoa actalou“ernyv pe EK TOV OUPaVod, éyov- 
e A A N\ 7 “ 
cav: ‘Eppa, yatpe. 5. Bréisas O€ eis avTHv héyw avTy’ 
7 4 ‘\ @ A e XN > 7 > / 
Kupla, TL OV WOE ToLEtS; 7 OE amEKpPiOn por avEATE- 
ty \ / 
hOynv iva cov Tas apaptias ehéyEw pos TOV KUpLOD. 
v4 aA a , 5) > » / \ 
6. N€yw avTy: vov ov pov Edeyxos el; ov, dyotv, ara 
” “\ ¢ 7 cf , 7 ¢ XN ¢ > 
AKOVTOV TA pHuaTa a oor pméeAAw Eye. 6 Feds O EV 
A A A la 5) \ 
TOLS OVPAVOLS KATOLK@V KGL KTIOAS EK TOU ft) OVTOS TA 
” N / ‘\ > 7 v4 “ e , 
ovTa Kat wANBivas Kal av€&yoas Evexev THS ayias 
, la) 7 ty ¢ 
ExkAnolas avTov OpyileTal Gor OTL YMapTES Els ELE. 
‘N “A / v4 7 , 
7. amoxpiets avuTy N€yw Els TE YUAPTOV; TOLW TPO- 
A ’ / > N ean aN aN > , / 
7w;4  TOTE TOL ALOK POV PHA EAaANTA; OV TAVTOTE 
¢ ‘\ ¢ 7 7 V4 , ¢ 
oe ws Dear” nynoapny;® ov mavToTe we EVETPATHV WS 
10 r , . , 5) > / N \ lal 
AOEAOHV; TL Lov KAaTAWEVOY, W YUVAL, TA TOVNPA TAUTA 
‘\ > i“ 7 7, , > \ \ 
Kat axalapra; 8. yekaoaod pou héyeu emt THV Kap- 
OL > / ¢ 9 / a / 7 nN 5 } a 
lav cov aveBy 7H emifvpia THS TOoVNpias.” | OV OOKEL 
‘\ N “A > \ la) 
co. avopt diKaim Tovynpoyv mpayya «civar €av avaBn 
A i“ 
QUTOU Emi THV Kapdiav 7H TOVYpA éeTLOUpIA; AuapTia ye 
> ‘\ 7 7 ¢ ‘\ 7 > ‘\ / 
éoTw Kai peyadyn, dyoiv. 6 yap Sikatos avnp dikaca 
, ) “A 5 , ? > XN 
Bovdeverau. €v to ovv Sixara BovdeverOar avrov 
“ “4 lal “ “ 
KkatopNovtar 7» Sd€a avtov €v Tots ovpavots Kal 
ta 3 
EVUKATANNGKTOV EXEL TOV KUPLOV Ev TAVTL TPAYpaTL 
> “ ¢ N\ ‘\ / > a / 
avTov. ol d€ Tovnpa Bovdevdpevor év Tats Kapdtats 
“ / ‘\ la) la) 
avt@v Oavatov Kat alypahwTLO MoV EAUTOLS ETLOTOV- 
TAL, MANLOTA OL TOV ALVA TOUTOV TEPLTTOLOVPEVOL KAL 


A A , lal ‘\ XN / 
YAUPLOVTES EV TH TAOVT@ AVT@V KAL MN AVTEXOMEVOL 
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level ground and bowed my knees; and I began praying to 
the Lord and confessing my sins. 4. While I was praying the 
sky opened up and I saw the woman I had desired, address- 
ing me from heaven: “Hermas, greetings!” I looked at her 
and said, “Lady, what are you doing here?” 5. She replied 
to me, “I have been taken up to accuse you of your sins be- 
fore the Lord.” 6. I said to her, “So now are you accusing 
me?” “No,” she said, “but listen to what I have to say to you. 
The God who dwells in heaven and who, for the sake of his 
holy church, created, increased, and multiplied that which 
exists out of that which does not exist, is angry at you for 
sinning against me.” 7. I answered her, “Have I sinned 
against you? In what way? When did I speak an inappropri- 
ate word to you? Have I not always thought of you as a god- 
dess? Have I not always respected you as a sister? Why do 
you make such evil and foul accusations against me, O 
woman?” 8. But she laughed and said to me, “The desire 
for evil did rise up in your heart. Or do you not think it is 
evil for an evil desire to arise in the heart of an upright 
man? Indeed,” she said, “it is a great sin. For the upright 
man intends to do what is right. And so, when he intends to 
do what is right his reputation is firmly established in 
heaven and he finds that the Lord looks favorably on every- 
thing he does. But those who intend in their hearts to do 
evil bring death and captivity on themselves—especially 
those who are invested in this age, who rejoice in their 





3 xupiw AB LLE: deo S 

4 tpd7w@ Sc A L2 (E): rom@ S B LI 

5 Jeav S B LI: 6vyarépa A: dominam meam E 
Sov... nynoaunv SA BL! E: om. L2 

7 wovnpias SB LLE: zopveias A 
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A A A 4 7 ¢€ 
tov ayadav Tav ped\d\OvTwV. 9. weTapedyoovTa® at 
\ > “~ v4 > A > 7 > “\ e 

Wuxat avTav, oitives odK Exovow éATIO|A, AA\AG Eav- 
aS > 7 \ \ “\ > A > “\ “\ 
TOUS aTeyvwKacW Kat THY Cwny atvT@V. aGAAa GV 
7 , 7 
Tpooevxov 7pOs TOV Hedy, Kal idcETAL TA AMAapPTHMaTA 


“\ 7 “A BA “\ 7 lal e 7 
@OU Kal OAOV TOV OLKOV GOV KAL TAVYTOV TOV AYLWV. 


2 (1.2) 


“N “\ “~ > XN XN ec 7 “A > , 
Mera ro AaAnoa avTnv Ta pyywata TavTa €khel- 
e Bb) 7 B) XN v4 + \ N 
aOyoav ot ovpavol: Kayw bros HuNnv Tedpikas Kal 
os a) 4 
hurovpevos. EdXeyov O€ ev EuavT@ Ei avTy por 7 
A A NN 
auapTia avaypadetat, mas Suvnoopat owOnvar; 7 
~ \ N a) A A 
Tos €€tkdoopar TOV Oedv TEpt TOY AmapTL@Y [LOU TOV 
, 4 
TEXELWY; ToLoLS®? prwaTW Epwrhnaw TOY KUpLOY iva 
e ? , A 7 / N 
tkaTevonTat po; 2. TavTAa pov GuUPBovdrEvopEeVvOU Kat 
, A 7 , 
duakpivovtos év TH kapdia pov BréTw KaTévavTi mov 
7 “\ > > ? 7 lal 
Kkabédpav devKnv €€ Epiwy yLovivwv yeyovutav 
peyadny: kat HAGev yury pec BiTis ev twatiope@ 
BY) “\ “ \ 
hapmpoTatw, €xovoa BuBAtov Ets Tas xXElpas, Kat 
> / 4 \ > 7 , ¢ A A > \ 
exadioev ovn Kat aomaletai we: “Epua, xatpe. kayo 
AuTovpevos Kal KNaiwy ei7ov: KUpia, xatpe. 3. Kat 
eimév frou TL OTVYVOS, Epa 0 paKxpobvupos, 6 aato- 
7, “A 7 ¢ “A 7 
LLAXNTOS, O TAVTOTE YEABY; Ti OUTWS KaTYHdTS TH (déa 
Kat OVX tapos; Kay@ eEitoVv avTH v0! yuvatKkos 
ayabwratys heyovons pou! 6te Yuaptov eis avdrTHy. 
” “A N \ A “A “A \ 
4. » b€ Edy pndayas emt Tov SovrAOV TOU Deov TO 


A A IANG 4 2 AN N OL 
TPAYKMQA TOVTO. AAAQ TAVTWS ETL TYNV KAPOLAV GOV 
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wealth and do not cling to the good things yet to come. 
9. Those who have no hope but have already abandoned 
themselves and their lives will regret it. But pray to God, 
and he will heal your sins, along with those of your entire 
household and of all the saints.” 


2 (1.2) 


After she had spoken these words, the skies were shut; I 
was trembling all over and upset. I began saying to myself, 
“If this sin is recorded against me, how can I be saved? Or 
how will I appease God for the sins I have recently com- 
mitted? What words can I use to ask the Lord for mercy?” 
2. While I was mulling these things over in my heart and 
trying to reach a decision, I saw across from me a large 
white chair, made of wool, white as snow. And an elderly 
woman came, dressed in radiant clothes and holding a 
book in her hands. She sat down, alone, and addressed me, 
“Greetings, Hermas.” And I said, still upset and weeping, 
“Greetings Lady.” 3. She said to me, “Why are you sad, 
Hermas—you who are patient, slow to anger, and always 
laughing? Why are you so downcast, and not cheerful?” I 
replied to her, “Because of a very good woman who has 
been telling me that I sinned against her.” 4. And she said, 
“May such a thing never happen to a slave of God! But 
probably something did rise up in your heart about her. 

8 weTapeAnjoovTar B: weravonoovow S (E): toda peta- 
pedynoovor A: vagantur LI: non resistent hisdem luxuriis L2 

9 zotots S AB LI: H mroios Sac L2 E 

10 jd PAm vid. 1,2 B E: add Tivos A: Kupia dvidirpos pot 
yeyovev u7o S¢ LI 11 noc B A L2 E: om. S L! 
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avéBy wept abtis. €otw pev Tots dovdous Tov Deov ¥ 
TotavTy PBovAr apaptiav émupépovaa: Tovnpa yap 
Bovdy Kat €xmAnxKTOos eis TAVOEMVOY TYEDLA KaL HOY 
dedoKiacpévov, éav éemiOvnoyn Tovnpov Epyov, Kat 
padiota Eppas 0 €yKparis, 0 amexOmevos TAaCNS ETL- 
Oupias movnpas Kat mANPHS TaTNS amAOTHTOS Kat 


by 7 7 
akaKias peyadns. 


3 (1.3) 


> ¢ + 6 
ANA’ ov*x Eveka TOUTOU Got Opyilerat 6 DEeds, GAN tva 
TOV OLKOV DOV TOV AVOLHTAVTA Els TOV KUPLOV KAL ELS 
“A A A 4 ‘\ 7 
VELAS TOUS yovets avTaVv éemioTpedys.!2 arAdAa dtdO- 
“ > > v4 ‘\ s 5) \ > la) 
TEKVOS @V OUK EvovbéTELS GOV TOV OLKOV, GAAA APHKES 
x, AN A aA & “ 13 5 XN ‘a > / 7 
avTov katapbapjvar dewas'!3 dua TOUTO Opyierat wor 
7, 
0 KUpLos: GANGA LaoeTal Gov TaVTA TA TPOYyEyovoTa 
fa) » 7 
TOVNPGA EV T@ OLK@ COU’ OLA Yap TAS ExEiVWV ApapTias 
Kat avopnuata ov KkatedOapns amo Tav BiwriK@v 
fa) 7 
mpakgewv. 2. AAX nH TOAVOTAaYXVia TOV KUpiov NHEN- 
GEV OE KAL TOV OLKOV WOU Kal LOXUPOTOLHTEL WE KAL 
Q 7 > lal } 7 b) “A XN v4 XN ¢ 
euehimoer oe Ev TH OOEN avTOV. GU povov py pabv- 
7 b) XN > 7 X\ 3 7 XN oy 
enons, ada evbyyer Kat LOXUpOTTOLEL DOV TOV OLKOD. 
ws yap 0 yadkevs odupoKoT@V TO Epyov avToU TeEpt- 
7 lal 7 «@ 7 v4 XN ¢ 7 e 
ylveTar TOU TpaypaTos ov JédheEL, OVTW KaL O OYos O 
Kabypepwvos 6 Sikavos TEpLyiveTar TAaONS TOVNpias. 
XN } 7 s Q lal XN 7 iD) \ v4 
En OLvadrtimys ovv vovGeT@v Gov TA TEKVA' 010A yap OTL 
> / > 7 OL > A 2 / 
€av petavojnoovow é€€ 6Ans Kapdlas avTav, evypady- 


covtau!4 eis Tas BiBXovs THs CwHs peta TOV ayiwv. 
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This kind of idea carries the slaves of God into sin. For 
when someone longs to do what is evil, it is an evil and 
shocking idea, directed against a fully reverend and tested 
spirit—especially for Hermas, the self-controlled, who ab- 
stains from every evil desire and is full of all simplicity and 
great innocence. 


3 (1.3) 


“Still, God is angry with you, not about this, but so that you 
may convert your household, which has acted lawlessly 
against the Lord and against you, their parents. But since 
you yourself are so fond of your children you do not ad- 
monish your household, and so you allow it to be terribly 
ruined. This is why the Lord is angry with you. But he will 
heal every evil your household formerly committed. For 
you yourself have been brought to ruin by the affairs of 
daily life—because of their sins and lawless acts. 2. But the 
Lord’s compassion has granted you and your household 
mercy, and it will make you strong and establish you in its 
glory. But you must not relax; instead, take courage and 
strengthen your household. For as the coppersmith ham- 
mers his work to master the material as he wants, so also 
the upright word spoken every day masters all evil. Do not 
stop exhorting your children. For I know that if they re- 
pent from their whole heart, they will be recorded with the 
saints in the books of the living.” 3. When she finished 








12 emiotpedns Sc B PAm A: emorpépyn S 
13 §6exvas B ALLE: om. S PAm 
1467. €av . . . evypadyjoovrar S (A) E: ore . . . Kat 


evypadynoovrat BLL 
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3. META TO TANVAL AUTHS TA PHuaTta TaUTA Eyer OL 
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Oéers akovoat mou avaywwoKovans; \€yw Kayo 
Pédw, Kupia. héyer mou yEevov akpoaTys Kat AKOVE TAS 
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d€as Tov Jeov. Hrovoa peyaddos Kat Gavpactas 6 
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VISIONS 4 (1.4) 


these words, she said to me, “Do you want to hear me 
read?” I replied to her, “Yes, Lady, I do.” She said to me, 
“Be a hearer and hear the glories of God.” I heard great 
and amazing matters that I could not remember. For all 
the words were terrifying, more than a person can bear. 
But I have remembered the final words, for they were ben- 
eficial to us, and gentle: 4. “Behold, the powerful God, who 
with his invisible power, might, and great understanding 
created the world, and by his glorious plan encompassed 
his creation with beauty, and by his powerful word fixed 
the sky and founded the earth upon the waters, and by 
his unique wisdom and foreknowledge created his holy 
church, which he also blessed—behold, he transforms the 
skies and the mountains and the hills and the seas, and ev- 
erything becomes level for his elect, that he may deliver 
over to them the promise he made, with great glory and 
joy, if they keep the ordinances of God, which they re- 
ceived in great faith.” 


4 (1.4) 


Then, when she finished reading and rose up from the 
chair, four young men came and took the chair and went 
away to the east. 2. She called me over and touched my 
breast and said to me, “Did my reading please you?” I said 





15 weyahws Kxat Oavpaotas 6 S B LI: peyadas Kat 
PJavpactas ov A (L2 E) 
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VISIONS 5 (II.1) 


to her, “Lady, these last words are pleasing to me, but 
the earlier ones were difficult and hard.” She said to me, 
“These last words are for those who are upright, but the 
former are for the outsiders and apostates.” 3. While she 
was speaking with me, two other men appeared and took 
her by the arms and went away to the east, where the chair 
was. She went away cheerfully; and while she was going 
she said to me, “Be a man [Or: Be courageous], Hermas.” 


Vision Two 
5 (11.1) 


I was traveling to the countryside at the same time as the 
previous year, and on the way I remembered the vision 
from the year before. And again a spirit took me and bore 
me to the same place I had been then. 2. And so, when I 
came to the place I bowed my knees and began praying to 
the Lord and glorifying his name, because he considered 
me worthy and showed me my former sins. 3. When I arose 
from prayer I saw across from me the elderly woman I had 
seen the year before, walking and reading a little book. 
And she said to me, “Can you announce these things to the 
ones chosen by God?” I said to her, “Lady, I cannot re- 
member so many things. Give me the book to make a 
copy.” “Take it,” she said, “and then return it to me.” 4. I 
took it and went away to another part of the field, where I 
copied the whole thing, letter by letter, for I could not dis- 





18 kapas S BA E: Kovpas L L (regionem Cumanorum) 
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VISIONS 6 (II.2) 


tinguish between the syllables. And then, when I com- 
pleted the letters of the book, it was suddenly seized from 
my hand; but I did not see by whom. 


6 (II.2) 


Fifteen days later, after I had fasted and asked the Lord 
many things, the meaning of the writing was revealed to 
me. These are the words that were written: 2. “Your off- 
spring, Hermas, have rejected God, blasphemed the Lord, 
and betrayed their parents with a great evil. And even 
though they have been called betrayers of their parents, 
they have gained nothing from their betrayal. Yet they 
have added still more licentious acts to their sins and piled 
on more evil; and so their lawless acts have gone as far as 
they can go. 3. But make these words known to all your 
children and your wife, who is about to become your sis- 
ter. For she also does not restrain her tongue, but uses it 
to perpetrate evil. But when she hears these words she 
will control it and receive mercy. 4. After you have made 
known to them these words that the Master has com- 
manded me to reveal to you, then all the sins they formerly 
committed will be forgiven them, along with those of all 
the saints who have sinned till this day, if they repent from 
their whole heart and remove doublemindedness from it. 
5. For the Master swore by his own glory to his chosen 





21 ras acedyeias ... avTov SB LL: kal tats avedyetats 
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VISIONS 7 (II.3) 


ones: ‘If there is any more sinning once this day has been 
appointed, they will not find salvation. For there is a limit 
to repentance for those who are upright, and the days of 
repentance for all the saints are complete. But the outsid- 
ers will be able to repent until the final day.’ 6. And so, say 
to those who lead the church that they are to make their 
paths straight in righteousness, that they may fully receive 
the promises with great glory. 7. You who do what is righ- 
teous should stand firm and not be of two minds, that your 
path may lie with the holy angels. How fortunate are all 
you who endure the great affliction that is coming and do 
not deny your life. 8. For the Lord has sworn by his Son, 
that those who deny their Lord have lost their life—that is, 
those who are about to deny him in the days that are com- 
ing. But through his great compassion, mercy has been 
given to those who denied the Lord previously. 


7 (11.3) 


“But you, Hermas, must no longer hold a grudge against 
your children nor leave your sister to her own devices /Or: 
nor avoid your sister], that they may be cleansed from 
their former sins. For they will be disciplined with an up- 
right discipline, if you bear no grudge against them. A 
grudge produces death. But you, Hermas, have experi- 
enced great afflictions of your own because of your family’s 
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VISIONS 8 (II.4) 


transgressions, since you paid no attention to them. You 
neglected them and became enmeshed in your own evil 
deeds [Or: business dealings]. 2. But you are saved by 
not straying from the living God, and by your simplicity 
and great self-restraint. These things have saved you, if 
you continue; and they save all those who do them and 
who proceed in innocence and simplicity. Such people will 
overcome all evil and persist to eternal life. 3. How fortu- 
nate are all those who do righteousness. They will never 
perish. 4. Say to Maximus, ‘See, affliction is coming. If it 
seems right to you, make another denial.”! The Lord is 
near to those who convert, as is written in the Book of 
Eldad and Modat,? who prophesied to the people in the 
wilderness.” 


8 (11.4) 


While I was sleeping, brothers, I received a revelation 
from a very beautiful young man, who said to me: “The el- 
derly woman from whom you received the little book— 
who do you think she is?” “The Sibyl,” I replied. “You are 
wrong,” he said; “it is not she.” “Who then is it?” I asked. 
“The church,” he said. I said to him, “Why then is she el- 
derly?” “Because,” he said, “she was created first, before 
anything else. That is why she is elderly, and for her sake 
the world was created.” 2. And afterward I saw a vision in 


1 The quotation may continue to the end of the verse. 


2 This was an apocryphal book written in the names of the two 
prophets mentioned in Num. 11:26. It no longer survives. 
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VISIONS 9 (III.1) 


my house. The elderly woman came and asked if I had al- 
ready given the book to the presbyters. I said that I had 
not. “You have done well,” she said. “For I have some 
words to add. Then, when I complete all the words, they 
will be made known through you to all those who are cho- 
sen. 3. And so, you will write two little books, sending one 
to Clement and the other to Grapte. Clement will send his 
to the foreign cities, for that is his commission. But Grapte 
will admonish the widows and orphans. And you will read 
yours in this city, with the presbyters who lead the church.” 


Vision Three 
9 (III.1) 


What I saw, brothers, was this. 2. After I fasted a great deal 
and asked the Lord to show me the revelation that he 
promised to reveal through the elderly woman, that same 
night the elderly woman appeared and said to me, “Since 
you are so needy and eager to know everything, come to 
the field where you farm, and around eleven in the morn- 
ing I will be revealed to you and show you what you must 
see.” 3. I asked her, “Lady, in what part of the field?” 
“Wherever you wish,” she said. I chose a beautiful spot that 
was secluded. But before I could speak with her to tell 
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her the place, she said to me, “I will come there, wherever 
you wish.” 4. And so, brothers, I went into the field and 
counted the hours. I arrived at the place that I had directed 
her to come, and I saw an ivory couch set up. On the couch 
was placed a linen pillow, with a piece of fine linen cloth on 
top. 5. When I saw these things laid out with no one there, 
I was astounded and seized with trembling, and my hair 
stood on end—terrified, because I was alone. Then when I 
came to myself, I remembered the glory of God and took 
courage. I bowed my knees and confessed my sins again to 
the Lord, as I had done before. 6. And she came with six 
young men, whom I had seen before, and she stood beside 
me and listened closely while I prayed and confessed my 
sins to the Lord. She touched me and said, “Hermas, stop 
asking exclusively about your sins; ask also about righ- 
teousness, that you may receive some of it in your house.” 
7. She raised me by the hand and led me to the couch; and 
she said to the young men, “Go and build.” 8. After the 
young men left and we were alone, she said to me, “Sit 
here.” I said to her, “Lady, let the elders sit first.” “Do what 
I tell you,” she said. “Sit.” 9. But then, when I wanted to sit 
on the right side, she did not let me, but signaled with her 
hand for me to sit on the left. As I was mulling this over and 
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becoming upset that she did not allow me to sit on the 
right, she said to me, “Are you upset, Hermas? The place 
on the right is for others, who have already pleased God 
and suffered on behalf of the name. Many things must 
happen to you before you can sit with them. But continue 
in your simplicity, as you are doing, and you will sit with 
them, as will everyone who does what they have done and 
endures what they have endured.” 


10 (III.2) 


“What have they endured?” IJ asked. “Listen,” she said: 
“floggings, imprisonments, great afflictions, crucifixions, 
and wild beasts—for the sake of the name. For this reason, 
the right side of holiness belongs to them, and to anyone 
who suffers on account of the name. And the left side is 
for the others. The same gifts and promises belong to 
both—those seated on the right and those on the left. But 
they alone sit on the right and have a certain glory. 2. You 
want to sit on the right side with them, but you have many 
shortcomings. But you will be cleansed of your short- 
comings. And all those who are not of two minds will be 
cleansed from all the sins they have committed up to this 
day.” 3. After she said these things she wanted to leave. But 
I fell before her feet and pled with her by the Lord to show 
me the vision she had promised. 4. Again she took my 
hand, raised me up, and seated me on the couch on the left 
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side. She herself sat on the right. And raising up a bright 
rod she said to me, “Do you see a great thing?” I said to her, 
“Lady, I see nothing.” She said to me, “Look, do you not 
see a great tower being built upon the water across from 
you, with bright, squared stones?” 5. The tower was being 
built in a square by the six young men who had come with 
her. And thousands of other men were bringing stones, 
some of them from the depths of the sea and some from 
the land, and they were handing them over to the six young 
men, who were taking them and building. 6. Thus they 
placed all the stones drawn from the depths in the build- 
ing; for they fit together and were straight at their joints 
with the other stones. And they were placed together so 
that their joints were invisible. The tower building seemed 
to have been made out of a single stone. 7. But they tossed 
aside some of the other stones that were brought from the 
dry land, while others they placed in the building. Others 
they broke up and cast far from the tower. 8. Many other 
stones were lying around the tower, and they did not use 
them in the building. For some of them had a rough sur- 
face, others had cracks, others were broken off, and others 
were white and round, and did not fit in the building. 9. I 
saw other stones cast far from the tower; these came onto 
the path, but did not remain there, but rolled from the 
path onto the rough terrain. Others fell into the fire and 
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were burned. And others fell near the water, but could not 
be rolled into it, even though they wanted to be. 


11 (III.3) 


When she had shown me these things she wanted to hurry 
away. I said to her, “Lady, what good is it for me to see these 
things if I do not know what they mean?” She answered 
and said to me, “You, fellow, are a crafty one, wanting to 
know about the tower.” “Yes, Lady,” I said; “I want to 
announce it to the brothers that they can become more 
cheerful; for when they hear these things they will know 
the Lord in great glory.” 2. She said, “Many will indeed 
hear; and some of those who hear will rejoice, but some 
will weep. But even these latter, if they hear and repent, 
will rejoice as well. Hear therefore the parables of the 
tower. For I will reveal everything to you. Then trouble me 
no further about the revelation. For these revelations are 
completed and fulfilled. But you will not stop asking about 
[Or: for] revelations, because you are shameless. 3. The 
tower, which you see being built, is I, the church, who has 
appeared to you both now and previously. And so, ask 
whatever you wish about the tower and I will reveal it to 
you, that you may rejoice with the saints.” 4. I said to her, 
“Lady, since you have on this one occasion considered me 
worthy to reveal all things to me: reveal them.” She said to 
me, “Whatever can be revealed to you, will be revealed. 
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Only let your heart be set on God, and do not be of two 
minds, whatever you see.” 5. I asked her, “Why, Lady, is the 
tower built upon water?” “I have told you already,” she 
said, “and you keep seeking; it is by seeking, therefore, that 
you find the truth. As to why the tower is built upon water, 
listen: it is because your life was saved and will be saved 
through water. But the tower is founded on the word of the 
almighty and glorious name, and it is strengthened by the 
invisible power of the Master.” 


12 (III.4) 


And I responded to her, “Lady, this is a great and amazing 
thing. But the six young men who are building, Lady—who 
are they?” “These are the holy angels of God who were cre- 
ated first, to whom the Lord handed over his entire cre- 
ation, so that they could increase, build up, and rule over 
it all. Thus, through these the building of the tower will 
be brought to completion.” 2. “But the others—the ones 
bringing the stones—who are they?” “They also are holy 
angels of God; but these six are superior to them. And so 
the building of the tower will be completed, and then all of 
them will rejoice together around the tower and glorify 
God, because the building of the tower has been com- 
pleted.” 3. I asked her, “Lady, I want to know about the 
destination of the stones, and about what they mean.” And 
she answered me, “This will be revealed to you, but not be- 


48 tpotepov S BL2E: add wavoupyos ei mepi Tas ypadas A 
LI! 

49 €€ S A L2: om. Sc L! E: [lacuna B] 

50 €€od0v SB LLE: duadopav A 


203 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 


KartupOy: addou yap wou TpoTEpoi Elio Kat BEATLOVES 
we / >) wn \ e , las b>) >) 

cov, ots ede. aToKadudOjvat Ta Opdpata TavTa aA 
iva do€acOy To dvoua Tov Beov, coi ateKahvdOy Kat 
aTtokadudOnoerat Oa TOVS Sufvyous, Tovs StaroyiCo- 
pévous €v Tats Kapdiais avtav ef apa €oTWw TavTa 7 
> ” 51 , > lay v4 fal , > \ > a 
ovK eat! héye avTots OTL TAUTA TaVTA EaTiV adyOn, 
kat ovdev €€wbév eotw THs adyOeias, alka TavTa 


) \ ‘\ / ‘\ , > , 
ioxupa kat BéBara cat TeOeuediwpéva eortiv. 


13 (II.5) 


” ~ N ~ , la e / > \ 
Akove vuv Tept Tov AiOwv TaV vTAyOVTMY Els THY 
> } , e \ > , e , \ N 
olKOOOpNV. Ol ev OvV ALGoL OL TETPAYwVOL Kat NEVKOL 
\ la la e la la @ , 
KAL TUUL@WVOVITES TALS APMoyats aUT@V, OVTOL ELoL 
¢ 3 , X93 , \ , \ 4 
Ol GTOoTOAOL Kal ETTioKOTTOL Kal OLOGo-KAAOL Kal OLdKO- 
e , V4 ~ mn \ 
vou ot Topevbevtes KATA THV GE“VOTYTA TOU HeEov Kat 
\ 7 
ETLOKOTINOAVTES KAL OLOGEaVTES KA SLAKOVHTAVTES 
e ~ XN aA aA >) ~ 53 ~ ~ 54 e X\ 
AYVAS KAL TELVAS TOLS ExdEKTOLS”® Tov Heov,>4 ou pEV 
7 e N\ ” 5A \ , ~ 
KEKOLLYNMEVOL, OL O€ ETL OVTES’ KAL TAVTOTE EAUTOLS 
7 XN 93 e lal > , yA N > , 
TVVEPOVNT AV KAL EV EAUTOLS ELPHVHV EcXav Kat addy- 
a4 \ lal lal ~ ~ 
hwy HKovov: Oa TOUTO €v TH OiKOdOUH TOU TUpyov 
lal ee \ > la e XN 93 “ “~ 
CULPWVOVELY Al Aapmoyat avTaDV. 2. oi b€ €x TOU Bubov 
¢ V4 \ 9 4 > \ > \ \ 
EAKOMEVOL Kal EmriTLPEmeEVvoL Els THY OiKOOOMNY KAL OVE- 
PwVOUVTES TALS Appmoyats avT@V PETA TOV ETEPWV 
“~ ¢ we 
hidwv TaV HON @KodopNpEevar, TiveEs Eioiv; OUTOL EioW 


£55 , v4 la > 7 ~ , 56 
ol mabovtes EveKev TOU OVOm“aTOS TOU KUptov. 


5lei apa... ovK eat SCBA (€orat twice) L L E: om. S 


204 


VISIONS | 18 (III.5) 


cause you are more worthy than everyone else. For others 
are ahead of you and better than you; and these visions 
should have been revealed to them. But that the name of 
God may be glorified, the matter has been revealed to you 
and will be revealed, for the sake of those who are of two 
minds, who debate in their hearts whether these things are 
so or not. Tell them that all these things are true, that none 
of them is outside the truth, but that everything is firm and 
certain and established. 


13 (III.5) 


“Hear now about the stones that go into the building. On 
the one hand, the squared and white stones that fit to- 
gether at the joints are the apostles, bishops, teachers, and 
deacons who live reverently towards God and perform 
their duties as bishops, teachers, and deacons for the cho- 
sen ones of God in a holy and respectful way; some of these 
have fallen asleep, but others are still living. And they have 
always been harmonious with one another and at peace 
with one another, and they have listened to one another. 
For this reason their joints fit together in the building 
of the tower.” 2. “But who are the ones drawn from the 
depths of the sea and placed into the building, who fit to- 
gether at their joints with the other stones already built in 
it?” “These are those who have suffered on account of the 
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name of the Lord.” 3. “But I also want to know, Lady, who 
the other stones are, the ones brought from the dry land.” 
She said, “Those that go into the building without being 
hewn are ones the Lord has approved, because they walk 
in the uprightness of the Lord and carry out his command- 
ments.” 4. “And who are the ones brought and placed in 
the building?” “These are those who are new in the faith 
and faithful. They are admonished by the angels to do 
good; for this reason, no evil has been found in them.” 
5. “But who are the ones who were tossed aside and cast 
out?” “These are those who have sinned but wish to repent. 
For this reason they are not cast far away from the tower, 
because they will be useful for the building, if they repent. 
And so if those who are about to repent do so, they will be 
strong in faith—if they repent now while the tower is still 
under construction. But if the building is completed, they 
will no longer have a place, but will be outcasts. This alone 
is to their advantage, that they lie next to the tower. 


14 (III.6) 


“But do you want to know about the ones that are broken 
off and cast far from the tower? These are the children of 
lawlessness. For they came to faith hypocritically and no 
wickedness ever left them. And so they have no salvation, 
since, because of their wickedness, they are useless for the 
building. This is why they were broken off and cast far 
away, because of the Lord’s anger, since they aggravated 
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him. 2. But with respect to the many other stones you saw 
lying on the ground and not coming into the building—the 
ones that are rough are those who know the truth but do 
not remain in it nor cling to the saints. This is why they are 
of no use.” 3. “But who are the ones with cracks?” “These 
are those who hold a grudge against one another in their 
hearts and have no peace among themselves. Even though 
they seem to be peace-loving, when they leave one an- 
other's presence, their wickedness remains in their hearts. 
These are the cracks the stones have. 4. But the ones that 
are broken off are those who have believed and live, for the 
most part, in righteousness, but also have a certain share of 
lawlessness. This is why they are broken off and not 
whole.” 5. “But who are the white stones, Lady, which are 
rounded and do not fit into the building?” She replied to 
me, “How long will you be foolish and ignorant, asking 
everything and understanding nothing? These are the 
ones who have faith, but also are wealthy in this age. But 
when affliction comes, because of their wealth and their 
business affairs, they deny their Lord.” 6. And I responded 
to her, “And so when, Lady, will they be useful for the 
building?” “When the wealth that beguiles them is cut off 
from them,” she said, “then they will be useful to God. For 
just as a round stone cannot be made square unless it has 
something cut off and discarded, so also with those who 
are rich in this age: if their wealth is not cut off from them, 
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they cannot be useful to the Lord. 7. You should know this 
above all from your own case. When you were wealthy, you 
were of no use; but now you are useful and helpful in life. 
All of you should be useful to God. For you yourself are 
also being taken from the same stones. 


15 (III.7) 


“But the other stones that you saw cast far from the tower 
and falling on the path and rolling from the path onto the 
rough terrain, these are the ones who have believed, but 
have left their true path because they are of two minds. 
They are lost, thinking they can find a better path; and they 
are miserable, walking over the rough terrain. 2. But the 
ones that fell into the fire and were burned are those who 
completely abandoned the living God; and they no longer 
think about repenting because of their licentious desires 
and the wicked deeds they have performed.” 3. “But who 
are the other ones, which fall near the water but cannot be 
rolled into it?” “These are the ones who have heard the 
word and wanted to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
But then when they recall what the life of true purity in- 
volves, they change their minds and return to pursue their 
evil desires.” 4. And so she completed her interpretation 
of the tower. 5. But being completely shameless, I asked 
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her yet another question, whether these stones that were 
tossed aside and not fit into the building of the tower could 
repent and have a place in the tower. “They can repent,” 
she said, “but they cannot be fit into this tower. 6. They will 
be fit into a greatly inferior place—and then only after they 
have been tormented and have completed the days of their 
sins. That is why they will be removed from there, because 
they have taken part in the righteous word. And then they 
will be removed from the torments inflicted for the evil 
deeds they did. But if deep down they do not want to re- 
pent, they will not be saved, because of their hardened 
hearts.” 


16 (III.8) 


And so, when I stopped asking her about all these things, 
she said to me, “Do you want to see something else?” Be- 
ing so eager to observe, I was excited by the prospect. 
2. She looked at me and smiled, and said to me, “Do you 
see seven women around the tower?” “I see them, Lady,” I 
replied. “This tower,” she said, “is supported by them ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lord. 3. Hear now 
about the work they do. The first of them, the one clasping 
her hands, is called Faith. Those who are chosen by God 
are saved through her. 4. And the other one, the one wear- 
ing a belt and acting like a man [Or: the one girded and 
courageous], is called Self-restraint. She is the daughter of 
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Faith. Whoever follows her will be fortunate in his life, be- 
cause he will abandon all his evil deeds, believing that if he 
abandons every evil desire, he will inherit eternal life.” 
5. “And the others, Lady, who are they?” “They are daugh- 
ters of one another, called Simplicity, Knowledge, Inno- 
cence, Reverence, and Love. And so, when you perform all 
the works of their mother, you will be able to live.” 6. I re- 
plied, “I wish to know, Lady, about the power that each of 
them has.” “Listen,” she said, “to the powers they have. 
7. Their powers are connected and follow one another in 
the order of their birth. From Faith is born Self-restraint, 
from Self-restraint Simplicity, from Simplicity Innocence, 
from Innocence Reverence, from Reverence Knowledge, 
and from Knowledge Love. And so their deeds are pure, 
reverent, and godly. 8. Whoever serves as their slave and is 
able to adhere to their deeds will have a place to reside in 
the tower, along with the saints of God.” 9. I began to ask 
her about the times, about whether the end had already 
come, and she cried out with a great voice, “You fool! Do 
you not see that the tower is still under construction? Only 
when its construction is finished will the end arrive. But it 
will be built quickly. No longer ask me anything. This re- 
minder is enough for you and the saints—along with the 
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VISIONS 17 (III.9) 


renewal of your spirits. 10. These things have not been re- 
vealed for your sake alone; for you are to show them to all 
the others, 11. in three days; first, however, you must think. 
But I enjoin you first, Hermas, with these words I am about 
to say; you are to speak them all in the ears of the saints, 
that once they have heard and done them they may be 
cleansed from their wicked deeds, and you along with 
them. 


17 (III.9) 


“Listen to me, children. I raised you with great simplicity, 
innocence, and reverence because of the mercy of the 
Lord, who caused his righteousness to trickle down upon 
you that you may be made upright and purified from all 
evil and perversity. Yet you do not wish to stop doing your 
wicked deeds. 2. And so, now, listen to me: be at peace with 
one another, take care of one another, help one another; 
and do not take an overabundance of God’s creations for 
yourselves, but share with those in need. 3. For those who 
enjoy many kinds of food make their flesh weak and harm 
it; but the flesh of those without enough food is harmed by 
lack of proper nourishment, and their body wastes away. 
4. This disparity is harmful to you who have but do not 
share with those in need. 5. Consider the judgment that is 
coming. You who have an abundance should therefore 
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seek out the hungry, before the tower is completed. For af- 
ter the tower is completed you will long to do good but will 
have no opportunity. 6. And so, take heed, you who exult in 
your wealth, lest those in need complain and their com- 
plaint rises up to the Lord, and you be shut out from the 
gate of the tower, along with your goods. 7. And so now I 
say to you who lead the church and sit in its chief seats. Do 
not be like the sorcerers. For the sorcerers carry their po- 
tions in boxes, but you carry your potion and poison in the 
heart. 8. You have grown calloused and refuse to cleanse 
your hearts and to join your minds together in clean hearts, 
so as to receive mercy from the great king. 9. And so take 
heed, children, lest these dissensions deprive you of your 
life. 10. How can you want to discipline the Lord’s chosen 
ones, when you yourselves have no discipline? And so, dis- 
cipline one another and be at peace among yourselves, that 
I also may stand before the Father cheerfully and so ren- 
der an account to our Lord for all of you.” 


18 (III.10) 


Then, when she stopped speaking with me, the six young 
men who were building came and took her away to the 
tower. And four others came and took the couch and car- 
ried it off to the tower as well. I did not see their faces, 
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VISIONS 18 (III.10) 


because they were turned away. 2. But as she was leaving I 
began asking her to give me a revelation about the three 
forms in which she appeared to me. And she answered me, 
“You must ask someone else to reveal these things to you.” 
3. For in the first vision, brothers, the year before, she ap- 
peared to me as a very elderly woman, seated on a chair. 
4. In the other vision she had a younger face, but her skin 
and hair were older, and she spoke to me while standing. 
But she was more cheerful than before. 5. And in the third 
vision she was very young and exceedingly beautiful in ap- 
pearance; only her hair was older. But she was completely 
cheerful and seated on a couch. 6. I was very sad, want- 
ing to know about this revelation. Then I saw the elderly 
woman ina night vision, saying to me, “Every request re- 
quires humility. And so fast, and you will receive from the 
Lord what you ask.” 7. So I fasted one day, and in that night 
a young man appeared to me and said, “Why do you con- 
stantly ask for revelations in your prayer? Take care, or you 
will harm your flesh by asking so much. 8. These revela- 
tions are enough for you. How can you manage to see reve- 
lations even more powerful than the ones you have already 
seen?” 9. I replied to him, “Lord, I am asking only about 
the three forms of the elderly woman, that the revelation 
may be complete.” He answered me, “How long will you 
people be ignorant? You have become ignorant from being 
of two minds, not having your hearts set on the Lord.” 10. I 
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VISIONS 20 (III.12) 


said to him again, “But from you, Lord, we will learn all 
these things more accurately.” 


19 (111.11) 


“Listen,” he said, “concerning the forms you are inquiring 
after. 2. In the first vision, why did she appear to you as an 
elderly woman, seated on a chair? Because your spirit is el- 
derly and already fading away, having no vigor because you 
are feeble and of two minds. 3. For just as elderly people 
who have no hope of being rejuvenated look forward to 
nothing but their sleep [Or: death], so also you, grown fee- 
ble because of your worldly affairs, have handed your- 
selves over to apathy, and you do not cast your anxieties 
upon the Lord. Your mind has been wounded and you have 
grown old in your sorrows.” 4. “I also want to know, Lord, 
why she was seated in a chair.” “Because anyone who is 
weak sits in a chair out of weakness, to support the weak- 
ness of the body. Now you have the meaning of the first 
vision. 


20 (III.12) 


“And in the second vision you saw her standing, and she 
had a younger face and was more cheerful than before, 
even though her skin and hair looked older. Listen,” he 
said, “to this parable as well. 2. Someone who is older and 
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VISIONS 21 (JII.13) 


has already given up all hope because of his bodily weak- 
ness and poverty looks forward to nothing except the last 
day of his life. Then suddenly an inheritance is left to him. 
And when he hears about it he rises up and in his excite- 
ment grows strong. No longer does he recline, but he 
stands and his spirit becomes rejuvenated even though it 
has been wasting away because of his daily life from 
before; and he no longer sits, but becomes manly [Or: 
courageous]. You are like this as well, when you hear what 
the Lord has revealed to you. 3. For he showed you com- 
passion and rejuvenated your spirits; and you laid your 
feebleness to the side and strength seized you and you 
were empowered with faith. And when the Lord saw your 
renewed strength he was glad. For this reason he showed 
you the building of the tower, just as he will show you other 
things as well, if you are at peace with one another from 
your whole heart. 


21 (III.13) 


“But in the third vision you saw her younger and beautiful 
and cheerful, and her form was beautiful. 2. For it is as 
when some good news comes to a person who is grieving: 
immediately he forgets his former griefs and thinks about 
nothing but the news he has heard. And he is strengthened 
from that time on to do what is good, and his spirit is reju- 
venated because of the exciting news he has received. So 
also your spirits have been rejuvenated from seeing these 
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VISIONS 22 (IV.1) 


good things. 3. And you saw her seated on a couch because 
that is a strong position, since the couch has four legs 
and stands firmly. For the world is also held firm through 
the four elements. 4. And so, those who fully repent will 
become new and firmly established—those who have re- 
pented from their whole heart. Now you have the revela- 
tion complete. No longer ask anything about it; if anything 
is still needed, it will be revealed to you.” 


Vision Four 
22 (IV.1) 


This is what I saw, brothers, twenty days after the earlier 
vision, as a foreshadowing of the coming affliction. 2. I was 
going into the country on the Via Campania. This is just 
over a mile off the public road; the place is easily reached. 
3. While walking alone, I was asking the Lord to complete 
the revelations and visions he had shown me through his 
holy church, that he might strengthen me and give repen- 
tance to his slaves who had stumbled, so that his great and 
glorious name might be glorified, since he had considered 
me worthy to see his marvelous acts. 4. And while I was 
giving him glory and thanks, something like the sound of a 
voice answered me, “Do not be of two minds, Hermas.” I 
began to debate with myself, “How can I be of two minds, 
when I have been firmly established by the Lord and seen 
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VISIONS 23 (IV.2) 


his glorious deeds?” 5. I passed on a bit, brothers, and sud- 
denly saw a cloud of dust, reaching up to the sky. And I 
began saying to myself, “Is that a herd of cattle coming, 
raising the dust?” But it was still about two hundred yards 
away from me. 6. And as the dust cloud grew larger and 
larger, I realized that it was something supernatural. The 
sun began to shine a bit and suddenly I saw an enormous 
wild beast, something like a sea monster, with fiery locusts 
spewing from its mouth. The beast was nearly a hundred 
feet long, and its head looked like a ceramic jar. 7. And I 
began to weep and ask the Lord to save me from it. Then I 
remembered the word I had heard: “Do not be of two 
minds, Hermas.” 8. And so, putting on the faith of the 
Lord, brothers, and remembering the great things he had 
taught me, I courageously gave myself over to the beast. 
And so it came on with a roar, enough to lay waste a city. 
9. But when I approached it, the enormous sea monster 
stretched itself out on the ground and did nothing but stick 
out its tongue; otherwise it did not move at all until I had 
passed it by. 10. And the beast had four colors on its head: 
black, fire- and blood-red, gold, and white. 


23 (IV.2) 


After I passed by the beast and went about thirty feet 
ahead, a young woman suddenly met me, clothed as if 
coming from a bridal chamber, dressed all in white and 
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with white sandals, veiled down to her forehead. Her veil 
was a headband and her hair was white. 2. From my earlier 
visions I knew that she was the church, and I became 
cheerful. She welcomed me, “Greetings, my man.” And I 
welcomed her in return, “Greetings, Lady.” 3. She said to 
me, “Did anything meet you?” I responded, “An enormous 
wild beast, Lady, able to destroy entire peoples. But by the 
power of the Lord and his great compassion, I escaped it.” 
4. “You escaped well,” she said, “because you cast your 
anxiety upon God and opened your heart to the Lord, be- 
lieving that you could not be saved except through his 
great and glorious name. For this reason the Lord sent his 
angel, named Thegri, who is in charge of the wild beasts; 
and he shut the beast’s mouth, so that it could not harm 
you. You have escaped a great affliction because of your 
faith, and because you were not of two minds even though 
you saw such an enormous wild beast. 5. And so, go and 
explain the great acts of the Lord to his chosen ones, and 
tell them that this wild beast is a foreshadowing of the 
great affliction that is coming. If then all of you prepare 
and repent before the Lord from your whole heart, you 
will be able to escape it—if your heart becomes clean and 
blameless and you serve the Lord blamelessly the rest of 
your days. Cast your anxieties upon the Lord and he will 
take care of them. 6. Trust in the Lord, you who are of two 
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VISIONS 24 (IV.3) 


minds, because he can do all things; he both diverts his 
anger from you and sends punishments to you who are 
doubleminded. Woe to those who hear these words and 
disobey. It would be better for them not to have been 
born.” 


24 (IV.3) 


I then asked her about the four colors the beast had on its 
head. And she answered me, “Once again you are being 
overly inquisitive about these matters.” “Yes Lady,” I said, 
“explain these things to me.” 2. “Listen,” she said. “The 
black is this world, in which all of you live. 3. The fire- 
and blood-red shows that this world must be destroyed 
through blood and fire. 4. But you who escape this world 
are the part that is gold. For just as gold is tested through 
fire and thus becomes useful, so also you who dwell among 
them? are put to the test. Those who endure and are 
burned by them will be made pure. For just as gold casts 
off its dross, so also you will cast off every grief and tribula- 
tion, and be cleansed and made useful for the building of 
the tower. 5. But the part that is white is the age that is 
coming, in which the chosen ones of God will dwell. For 
those who have been chosen by God for eternal life will be 
spotless and pure. 6. And so, do not stop speaking in the 


3 Le., either among the inhabitants of the world, or among the 
fire and the blood. 


107 qur@v S L!: avrov A E (L2) 
108 feov S LLE: xupiov A 
109 6cadimns SLLE: add ratra A 


233 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 


45 “A € , cA “\ XN 110 , “A A , “A 
OTA TOV ayiwv. ExeTe Kat TOV!” TYTOV THS OAUbEws THS 
5) , , aN XN e “A , ) ‘\ 
Epxouevyns peyadys. éav b€ vets Oednonre, ovdev 
ETAL. MVYNWLOVEVETE TA TPOVYEypappeva. 7. TAVTA EL- 
3 A \ 5) > , , 3 A 
Taca amnhOev kat ovK €lOov TOi@ TOmm amTHdOeEV: 
4 lll “\ 3 4 3 \ 3 , b) \ 3 4 
Wwodos!!! yap éyéveto: Kayw eTETTPAadYY Eis TA OTTITW 
4, “A v4 \ 4 4 
poBybeis, Sox@v bt. TO Onpiov Epyxerau. 


“Opacus 1? 


25 (V) 


A , 
OLpLeV Ov €V T@ OLK®@ Kal KaDioarToOS EL 
IIpooevEapevou!8 pw ) OLKG ficavtos «eis 
“\ , > “A 3 , ” A ea 
Thy KNivny eiondOev avyp tis évdo€os TH OWer, OX1)- 
A , > 4 
[ATL TOLMEVLKG, TEpLKEpEvoS O€pma atyecov!!4 \NevKOr, 
“\ , cA 3 \ \ 5 N\ ¢ 7 > \ 
Kal mHpav €xwv émt TOV @mov Kat PaBdov eis THY 
“A \ , , , 4 
XELPA. KAL HOTATATO LE, KAYW AVTNOTATALNY AUTOV. 
\ , 
2. kat evOds wapexdOioév por Kat héyer pou am- 
EOTAANY ATO TOU DEMVOTATOV ayyéXOV, tVa META TOU 
> , ‘\ ‘\ ¢ , “A “A ” 
OlKHOW TAS o-TaS Nueépas THS Cwns Gov. 3. ed0€a 
> ‘\ v4 4 3 , N , ) “A “\ 
eyw OTL TapEoTi ExTre_palwYy pe, KaL NEYW AUT@ TV 
N , 93 , A , , , @ , 
yap Tis el; €ym yap, dni, ywookw @ TapeddOnv. 
héyet ou OVK ETTLYLW@OKELS PE; OV, PYNUL. eyo, ONC, 
, AN e \ @ , a4 A 3 “A 
Eiut O TOLLHY @ TapEddOns. 4. Ett AadovYTOS adTov 
3 , e .o93 , 3 “A \ 93 v4 3 4 v4 3 “A 
HArAAOLWOH 7H idéa avTov, Kal éTéyVwV adTOV, OTL EKELVOS 
HV, @ TapEddOnv, Kai EvOds TvVEXVOHY, Kat PdBos pE 
RA \ @ , ) XN A , v4 v4 
ehaBev, kat Ohos TUVEKOTHY ATO THS AVIS, OTL OUTWS 


» “A  ] , “A \ 3 , e N 3 
avT@ amekpiOny Tmovypas Kat adpovws. 5. 6 6€ amo- 
110 kai rov A LL: om. S (E) 


234 


VISIONS 25 (V) 


ears of the saints. You now have the foreshadowing of the 
great affliction that is coming. But if you wish, it will come 
to nothing. Remember the things written before.” 7. When 
she said these things she departed; but I did not see where 
she went. For there was a noise, and I turned around out of 
fear, thinking that the beast was coming. 


Vision Five 
25 (V) 


After I prayed in my house, sitting on my bed, an eminent 
looking man came to me, dressed in shepherd's clothing— 
wrapped with a white goat skin around his waist, with a bag 
on his shoulder and a staff in his hand. He greeted me, and 
I greeted him in return. 2. He immediately sat next to 
me and said, “I have been sent from the most reverend an- 
gel to live with you for the rest of your life.” 3. I thought 
he had come to put me to the test, and I said to him, “Who 
are you? For I know the one to whom I have been en- 
trusted.” He said to me, “Do you not recognize me?” “No,” 
I replied. He said, “I am the shepherd to whom you have 
been entrusted.” 4. While he was speaking his appearance 
changed, and I recognized him, since he was in fact the one 
to whom I had been entrusted. And I was suddenly thrown 
into confusion, seized with fear, and entirely broken up by 
grief, because I had given him such a wicked and foolish 
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COMMANDMENTS 26 (1) 


response. 5. But he said to me, “Do not be confused, but 
become strong in my commandments, which I am about to 
give you. For I was sent,” he said, “to show you yet again all 
the things that you saw before, since these are what will 
chiefly benefit you. First, however, write my command- 
ments and parables; but write the other things just as I 
show them to you. This is why,” he said, “I am commanding 
you first to write the commandments and parables—that 
you may read them regularly and so be able to keep them.” 
6. And so I wrote the commandments and parables, just as 
he commanded me. 7. If then, after you hear them, you 
keep them and walk in them and accomplish them with a 
pure heart, you will receive from the Lord everything he 
promised you. But if you do not repent once you have 
heard them, but increase your sins still further, you will 
receive the opposite from the Lord. The shepherd, the an- 
gel of repentance, thus commanded me to write all these 


things. 


First Commandment 
26 (I) 


“First of all, believe that God is one, who created and com- 
pleted all things, and made everything that exists out of 
that which did not, who contains all things but is himself, 
alone, uncontained. 2. And so believe in him and fear him, 
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COMMANDMENTS 27 (ITI) 


and in your fear be self-restrained. Guard these matters 
and you will cast all wickedness from yourselves and clothe 
yourselves with every righteous virtue, and you will live to 
God—if you guard this commandment.” 


Second Commandment 
97 (II) 


He said to me, “Hold on to simplicity and be innocent, and 
you will be like young children who do not know the wick- 
edness that destroys human life. 2. First, of all, do not slan- 
der anyone. Nor listen gladly to anyone else who slan- 
ders. Otherwise, you the hearer will share the sin of the 
slanderer—if you believe the slander you hear. For when 
you believe it you also will hold something against your 
brother. And so you will share the sin of the one who slan- 
ders. 3. Slander is evil, a restless demon, never at peace but 
always living in dissension. And so, abstain from it and you 
will always be in good standing with all. 4. Clothe yourself 
with reverence, in which there is no wicked stumbling 
block, but everything is smooth and cheerful. Do what is 
good, and take what you have earned through the toils God 
has given you and give simply to those in need, not wa- 
vering about to whom you should give something and to 
whom not. Give to everyone. For God wishes everyone to 
be given something from his own gifts. 5. And so, those 
who receive something will render an account to God, 
about why they received something and to what end. For 
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those who received because of hardship will not face con- 
demnation; but those who received out of hypocrisy will 
pay a penalty. 6. And so the one who gives is innocent. For 
as he was given a ministry from the Lord to complete, he 
has completed it in a simple way, having no doubts about to 
whom he should give or not give something. This ministry 
that is completed in a simple way becomes glorious before 
God, so that the one who ministers thus, in a simple way, 
will live to God. 7. And so guard this commandment as I 
have spoken it to you, that your repentance and that of 
your household may be found to be in simplicity—and 
pure, innocent, and blameless.” 


Third Commandment 
28 (III) 


Then he spoke to me again, “Love the truth and let all 
truth come from your mouth, so that the spirit that God 
made to live in this flesh may be recognized as true by 
everyone; in this way the Lord who dwells in you will be 
glorified. For the Lord is true in his every word, and there 
is no lie in him. 2. And so, those who lie reject the Lord and 
defraud him, not handing over to him the deposit they 
received. For they received from him a spirit that does not 
lie; if they return it to him as a liar, they defile the com- 
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mandment of the Lord and become defrauders.” 3. When 
I heard these things, I wept bitterly. When he saw me 
weeping he asked, “Why are you weeping?” “Because, 
Lord,” I said, “I do not know if I can be saved.” “Why?” he 
asked. “Because, Lord” I said, “I have never in my entire 
life spoken a true word, but have always lived craftily with 
everyone, and have portrayed my lie as truth to all. And no 
one has ever contradicted me, but has trusted my word. 
How then, Lord,” I asked, “can I live, having done such 
things?” 4. “Your thoughts are good and true,” he said. 
“For you should have been conducting yourself as a slave 
of God; and a wicked conscience should not have dwelt 
with the spirit of truth or brought grief to the reverend and 
true spirit.” “Never,” I replied, “have I heard such words 
so accurately.” 5. “You are hearing them now,” he said. 
“Guard these matters so that the lies you spoke before in 
your daily life [Or: business affairs] may themselves be- 
come trustworthy when these other words are found to be 
true. For even those other ones can become trustworthy. If 
you guard these matters and from now on speak only the 
truth, you will be able to give yourself life. And whoever 
hears this commandment and avoids lying most wickedly 
will live to God.” 
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Fourth Commandment 
29 (IV.1) 


“I command you,” he said, “to guard your holiness, and do 
not allow any thought to rise up in your heart about some- 
one else’s wife, or sexual immorality, or any other similarly 
wicked things. Otherwise you commit a great sin. But if 
you always keep thinking about your own wife, you will 
never sin. 2. For if this notion should rise up in your heart 
you will sin, and if another such wicked idea should arise, 
you commit a sin. For this notion is a great sin for the slave 
of God. And anyone who does such an evil deed brings 
death upon himself. 3. So be on the alert and avoid this no- 
tion. For where reverence dwells, lawlessness should not 
rise up in the heart of an upright man.” 4. I said to him, 
“Lord, allow me to ask you a few questions.” “Go ahead,” 
he replied. “Lord,” I said, “if someone is married to a 
woman who believes in the Lord, but he discovers that she 
is having an adulterous relationship, does the man then sin 
if he continues to live with her?” 5. “As long as he is igno- 
rant of the affair,” he replied, “he does not sin. But if the 
husband knows about her sin, and the wife does not re- 
pent, but remains in her sexual immorality, and the hus- 
band continues to live with her, he becomes guilty of her 
sin and a partner in her immorality.” 6. “What then should 
the husband do, Lord,” I said, “if the wife continues in her 
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passion?” “He should divorce her,” he replied, “and live 
alone. But if he marries someone else after the divorce, he 
also commits adultery.” 7. “But, Lord,” I said, “if after the 
wife is divorced she repents and wants to return to her hus- 
band, should she not be taken back?” 8. “Yes indeed,” he 
replied. “If her husband does not take her back, he sins, 
and drags a great sin upon himself; for the one who sins 
and repents must be accepted back. But not many times. 
For there is but one repentance given to the slaves of God. 
Because of repentance, therefore, the husband ought not 
to marry. The same applies to both wife and husband. 
9. Not only is it adultery,” he continued, “if a person defiles 
his flesh; but also, whoever behaves like the outsiders com- 
mits adultery. And so, if anyone continues doing such 
deeds and does not repent, you should avoid him and not 
allow him to live in your midst. Otherwise you also share in 
his sin. 10. This is why you have been ordered to remain by 
yourselves, whether a husband or wife; for repentance is 
possible in such cases. 11. And so,” he said, “I am not giv- 
ing an occasion for things to turn out this way; I am saying 
that the sinner should sin no more. But with respect to his 
former sin, there is one who can provide healing. For he 
has the authority over all things.” 
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I asked him again, “Since the Lord has considered me wor- 
thy to have you live with me always, bear with me for a few 
more words, since I understand nothing and my heart has 
been hardened because of my former actions. Give me 
insight, for I am extremely senseless and comprehend 
nothing at all.” 2. He answered me, “I am in charge of re- 
pentance and give understanding to all those who repent. 
Or do you not realize,” he said, “that repentance is itself a 
form of understanding? Repentance,” he said, “is indeed a 
great understanding. For the one who sins understands 
that he has done something evil before the Lord, and what 
he has done rises up in his heart; then he repents and no 
longer does what is evil, but lavishly does what is good; and 
he humbles and torments himself, because he has sinned. 
So you see that repentance is a great understanding.” 3. I 
replied, “This, Lord, is why I am carefully inquiring about 
everything from you—chiefly because I am a sinner, and I 
need to know what sorts of things I must do to live; for my 
sins are many and various.” 4. “You will live,” he said, “if 
you guard my commandments and proceed in them. Who- 
ever guards these commandments, once he has heard 
them, will live to God.” 
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“I still have some things to ask, Lord,” I said. “Go ahead,” 
he replied. “I have heard from some teachers, Lord,” I 
said, “that there is no repentance apart from the one that 
came when we descended into the water and received for- 
giveness for the sins we formerly committed.” 2. He said to 
me, “You have heard well, for that is so. For the one who 
has received forgiveness of sins must sin no more, but live 
in holiness. 3. And since you are carefully inquiring about 
all things, I will show this to you as well—not, however, to 
give an occasion for those who are about to believe in the 
Lord or who have already come to believe. For those who 
now believe or who are about to believe have no further re- 
pentance for their sins, but have received forgiveness for 
the sins they previously committed. 4. And so the Lord has 
given those who were called before these days an opportu- 
nity to repent. For the Lord knows the heart, and knowing 
all things in advance he recognized the weakness of hu- 
mans and the intricate plots of the devil—that he will do 
some harm to the slaves of God and will work havoc among 
them. 5. And so, since the Lord is full of compassion, he 
had mercy on his creation and provided this opportunity to 
repent; and the authority for this repentance was given to 
me. 6. But this also I say to you,” he said, “whoever is 
tempted by the devil and sins after that great and reverent 
calling has one repentance. But if he should sin and repent 
repeatedly it is of no benefit to him. For he will find it 
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difficult to live.” 7. I said to him, “I have been made alive by 
hearing these things from you so accurately. For I know 
that if I no longer increase my sins, I will be saved.” “You 
will be saved,” he replied, “as will everyone else who does 
these things.” 


32 (IV.4) 


I asked him again, “Lord, since you have borne with me 
once, reveal this to me as well.” “Speak,” he said. “Lord,” I 
said, “ifa wife or, again, a husband, should die and the sur- 
vivor marry, does the one who marries commit a sin?” 
2. “That one does not sin,” he said, “but anyone who re- 
mains alone has provided a superior honor for himself and 
a great glory to the Lord. But if such a one does marry, it is 
not a sin. 3. And so, maintain your purity and reverence, 
and you will live to God. From now on, from this day in 
which you have been entrusted to me, guard all these 
things that I say and am about to say to you, and I will 
reside in your house. 4. For your former transgressions 
will be forgiven if you guard my commandments. And 
everyone will be forgiven, if they guard these my com- 
mandments and proceed in this purity.” 
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Fifth Commandment 
33 (V.1) 


“Be patient,” he said, “and understanding, and you will 
rule over every evil work and do all that is righteous. 2. For 
if you are patient, the holy spirit that dwells in you will be 
pure and will not be overshadowed by another, evil spirit; 
but dwelling in a broad place it will rejoice and be glad with 
the vessel it inhabits, and it will serve God with great 
cheerfulness, flourishing in itself. 3. But if any irascibility 
should enter in, immediately the holy spirit, which is sensi- 
tive, feels cramped; and not having a pure place it seeks to 
leave. For it is suffocated by the evil spirit, not having a 
place to serve the Lord as it wishes, being polluted by the 
irascibility. For the Lord dwells in patience, but the devil 
in irascibility. 4. And so, when both spirits dwell in the 
same place, it is unprofitable and evil for that person in 
whom they dwell. 5. For if you take a very small portion of 
wormwood and pour it into a jar of honey, is not all the 
honey spoiled? A great deal of honey is ruined by the least 
bit of wormwood. It destroys the sweetness of the honey, 
which is no longer pleasing to the master, because it has 
become bitter and lost its value. But if the wormwood is 
not put into the honey, the honey is found to be sweet and 
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is valuable to the master. 6. You see that patience is sweeter 
than honey and is valuable to the Lord, and he dwells in it. 
But irascibility is bitter and useless. And so, if irascibility is 
mixed with patience, the patience is defiled and its prayer 
is of no use to God.” 7. “I wish to know, Lord,” I said, “the 
inner workings of irascibility, that I may guard against it.” 
“Yes indeed,” he replied, “if you and your household do not 
guard against it, you destroy your entire hope. But guard 
against it, for I am with you. And all those who repent from 
their whole heart will abstain from it; for I will be with 
them and protect them. For all have been made upright by 
the most reverend angel. 


34 (V.2) 


“Hear, now,” he said, “the inner workings of irascibility, 
how it is evil and brings ruin on the slaves of God by the 
way it works, and misleads them away from righteousness. 
It does not mislead those who are full of faith, nor is it able 
to work against them, because the power of God is with 
them. But it misleads those who are empty and of two 
minds. 2. For when it sees such people at rest it inserts it- 
self into their hearts, and with no warning the woman or 
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man becomes embittered on account of some business 
deals, or because of food or something trivial, or because 
of a friend or something received or given, or because of 
other such foolish matters. For all these things are foolish, 
empty, senseless, and unprofitable for the slaves of God. 
3. But patience is great and mighty; it has a forceful power 
that flourishes in a spacious arena; it is cheerful, glad, and 
free of anxiety, glorifying the Lord at all times, having no 
bitterness in itself but remaining always meek and mild. 
This patience, therefore, dwells with all those who hold on 
to faith intact. 4. But irascibility is first of all foolish, fickle, 
and senseless. And then, from senselessness comes bitter- 
ness, from bitterness anger, from anger wrath, and from 
wrath rage. Then this rage, which is compounded of such 
evil things, becomes a great and incurable sin. 5. For when 
these spirits dwell in one and the same vessel with the 
holy spirit, the vessel no longer has sufficient space but is 
stuffed to the brim. 6. And so the sensitive spirit, which is 
not accustomed to dwelling with an evil spirit nor with 
harshness, leaves the person and seeks to live with meek- 
ness and mildness. 7. Then when it leaves the one it had 
inhabited, the person becomes devoid of the upright spirit 
and at last, being filled with evil spirits, vacillates in every- 


thing he does, being dragged back and forth by the evil 
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spirits, entirely blinded from any good understanding. 
This then is what happens to everyone who is irascible. 
8. And so, avoid irascibility, which is the most wicked spirit. 
Clothe yourself with patience and stand against irascibility 
and bitterness, and you will be found with the reverence 
that is loved by the Lord. Take care that you never neglect 
this commandment. For if you master it, you will be able 
to guard the other commandments, which I am about to 
give you. And so, be strong and empowered in them, and 
may everyone who wishes to proceed in them be so em- 
powered.” 


Sixth Commandment 
35 (VI.1) 


“I commanded you in the first commandment,” he said, to 
guard faith, fear, and self-restraint.” “Yes, Lord,” I replied. 
“But now,” he said, “I want to show you their powers /Or: 
character], that you may understand the power [Or: char- 
acter] and inner working each of them has. For their inner 
workings are twofold, appointed for both the just and the 
unjust. 2. And so, trust what is just but not what is unjust. 
For the just has a straight path, but the unjust a crooked 
one. Proceed along the straight and level path, and avoid 
the crooked. 3. For the crooked path has no roads, but is 
filled with impassible places and many stumbling blocks, 
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and it is rough and full of thorns. And so it harms those who 
walk in it. 4. But those who go along the right path have a 
level course and walk without stumbling. For it is neither 
rough nor thorny. 5. And so you see that it is better to take 
this path.” “I am quite happy, Lord,” I said, “to take this 
path.” “Take it, then,” he said, “and whoever turns to the 
Lord with a whole heart will take it. 


36 (VI.2) 


“Hear now,” he said, “about faith. A person has two angels, 
one of righteousness and the other of wickedness.” 2. “And 
how, then, Lord, ” I asked, “will I know the inner workings 
of these, since both angels dwell with me?” 3. “Listen,” he 
said, “and you will understand these things. The angel of 
righteousness is sensitive, modest, meek, and mild. And 
so, when he rises up in your heart, he immediately speaks 
with you about righteousness, purity, reverence, content- 
ment, every upright deed, and every glorious virtue. When 
all these things rise up in your heart, realize that the angel 
of righteousness is with you. These are the works of the an- 
gel of righteousness. Trust this one, therefore, and his 
works. 4. See now also the works of the angel of wicked- 
ness. First of all, he is irascible, bitter, and senseless, and 
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his works are wicked, bringing ruin on the slaves of God. 
And so, when this one rises up in your heart, recognize him 
from his works.” 5. “I do not understand, Lord,” I said, 
“how to perceive him.” “Listen,” he replied. “When any 
irascibility or bitterness should fall on you, realize that he 
is in you. Then there is desire for many activities and nu- 
merous extravagant foods and drinking bouts and many 
wild parties and various completely unnecessary luxuries, 
and desires for women and greed and a certain great 
haughtiness and arrogance, and everything that is closely 
connected to these things. And so, when these things rise 
up in your heart, realize that the angel of wickedness is in 
you. 6. So then, since you know his works, draw away from 
him and do not trust him at all, because his works are 
wicked and harmful to the slaves of God. This, then, is 
what you need to know about the inner workings of both 
angels. Understand these things, and trust the angel of 
righteousness. 7. But withdraw from the angel of wicked- 
ness, because his teaching is wicked in everything he does. 
For if a man is completely faithful, but the thought from 
that angel should rise up in his heart, that man or woman 
must commit a sin. 8. But again, if there is a most wicked 
man or woman, but the works of the angel of righteousness 
should rise up in his heart, that one must necessarily do 
something good. 9. And so you see,” he said, “that it is good 
to follow the angel of righteousness and to abandon the an- 
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gel of wickedness. 10. This commandment reveals what 
belongs to faith, so that you may trust the works of the an- 
gel of righteousness and, once you have done these things, 
live to God. But you should trust that the works of the an- 
gel of wickedness are troublesome. And so, by not doing 
them, you will live to God.” 


Seventh Commandment 
37 (VID) 


“Fear the Lord,” he said, “and guard his commandments. 
When you guard the commandments of God you will be 
empowered in all your activities, and they will be beyond 
compare. For when you fear the Lord you will do all things 
well. This is the kind of fear you must have, and you will be 
saved. 2. But do not fear the devil. For if you fear the Lord 
you will dominate the devil, because there is no power in 
him. But in whom there is no power, neither is there fear. 
But in whom there is glorious power, there is also fear. For 
everyone who has power is feared; but the one who is pow- 
erless is despised by all. 3. But fear the works of the devil, 
because they are evil. And so, if you fear the Lord, you will 
fear the works of the devil and not do them, but you will ab- 
stain from them. 4. And so there are two kinds of fear. For 
if you want to do evil, fear the Lord and you will not do it; 
but if you want again to do what is good, fear the Lord and 
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you will do it. And so, the fear of the Lord is strong, great, 
and glorious. Thus, fear the Lord and you will live in him. 
And all who fear him and keep his commandments will live 
to God.” 5. “Why Lord,” I asked, “did you say that those 
who keep his commandments will live to God?” “Because,” 
he said, “the entire creation fears the Lord, but it does not 
guard his commandments. And so, those who fear him and 
guard his commandments are the ones who live before 
God. But there is no life among those who do not guard his 
commandments.” 


Eighth Commandment 
38 (VIII) 


“I have told you,” he said, “that the creations of God are 
twofold. And self-restraint is twofold as well. For you must 
refrain from some things but not others.” 2. “Show me, 
Lord,” I said, “which things I must refrain from and which 
things not.” “Listen,” he said. “Refrain from evil and do not 
do it. But do not refrain from good, but do it. For if you re- 
frain from doing good, you commit a great sin. But if you 
refrain from evil, you perform a great act of righteousness. 
And so, refrain from all evil by doing what is good.” 3. I re- 
plied, “What sorts of evil things, Lord, must we refrain 
from doing?” “Listen,” he said: “from adultery and sexual 
immorality, from lawless drunkenness, from evil luxury, 
from an abundance of foods, extravagant wealth, boasting, 
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pride, and haughtiness, from lying, slander, and hypoc- 
risy, from bearing a grudge and speaking any blasphemy. 
4. These are the most wicked of all the deeds of human life. 
And so, the slave of God must refrain from doing them. 
For the one who does not refrain from these cannot live to 
God. Hear now as well about the things that follow these.” 
5. “Are there yet other wicked deeds, Lord?” I asked. “Yes 
indeed,” he said, “there are many from which the slave of 
God must refrain: robbery, lying, fraud, bearing false wit- 
ness, greed, evil desire, deception, vanity, arrogance, and 
as many things as are similar to these. 6. Do these things 
not seem wicked to you?” “Yes indeed,” I said, “very 
wicked for the slaves of God.” “And so it is necessary for 
the one enslaved to God to refrain from these things. Re- 
frain from all of them, that you may live to God and be en- 
rolled with those who refrain from them. These, then, are 
the things from which you must refrain. 7. And listen now,” 
he said, “to the things that you must not refrain from, but 
do. Do not refrain from the good, but do it.” 8. “Show 
me, Lord,” I said, “the power /Or: character] of the good 
things, that I may proceed in them and serve as their slave, 
that by doing them I can be saved.” “Listen also to the 
works of the good,” he said, “which you must do and not 
refrain from. 9. First of all: faith, fear of the Lord, love, 
harmony, words of righteousness, truth, and endurance. 
Nothing in human life is better than these. Anyone who 
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guards them and does not refrain from doing them is 
happy in his life. 10. Listen then to what follows from 
these: ministering to widows, visiting orphans and those in 
need, redeeming the slaves of God from their calamities, 
being hospitable (for doing good is sometimes found in 
hospitality), opposing no one, being kind, becoming more 
lowly than all, respecting elders, training in righteousness, 
protecting the brotherhood, submitting to mistreatment, 
being patient, not holding a grudge, comforting those who 
are weary, not casting out those who have stumbled from 
the faith, but turning them around and encouraging them, 
admonishing those who have sinned, not oppressing those 
who are in debt or needy—and other things similar to 
these. 11. Do these things seem to be good to you?” he 
asked. “And what could be better than these?” I replied. 
“Then proceed in them,” he said, “and do not refrain from 
doing them, and you will live to God. 12. And so, guard this 
commandment. If you do good and do not refrain from it, 
you will live to God, and everyone who acts in this way will 
live to God. And again, if you do not do evil but refrain 
from it, you will live to God; and everyone who guards 
these commandments and proceeds in them will live to 
God.” 
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Ninth Commandment 
39 (IX) 


He said to me, “Get rid of your doublemindedness, and do 
not be at all of two minds about whether to ask for some- 
thing from God, saying to yourself, ‘How can I ask anything 
from the Lord and receive it, after committing so many 
sins against him?’ 2. Do not debate these matters back and 
forth, but turn to the Lord with all your heart, and ask him 
without doubting, and you will know his great compassion; 
for he will never forsake you but will fulfill the request of 
your soul. 3. For God is not like those who hold grudges: he 
holds no grudge and shows compassion to his creation. 
4, You, therefore, cleanse your heart from all the vanities of 
this age and from all the matters I mentioned before. Ask 
from the Lord, and you will receive everything. You will 
lack nothing you have requested, if you ask the Lord with- 
out doubting. 5. But if you doubt in your heart, you will 
never receive anything you have requested. Those who 
doubt God are of two minds, and they obtain none of 
their requests. 6. But those who are mature in faith ask all 
things, confident in the Lord; and they receive them be- 
cause they have asked without doubting, never being of 
two minds. For any man who is of two minds and does not 
repent will be saved only with difficulty. 7. And so cleanse 
your heart from doublemindedness and clothe yourself 
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with faith, because it is strong, and trust God that you will 
receive all the requests you have made. And if you ever ask 
for something from the Lord, but receive it only after a 
long delay, do not begin to doubt, simply because you 
did not receive your innermost request quickly. For you 
probably received your request slowly because of some 
temptation /Or: test/ or transgression that you did not 
know about. 8. And so, do not stop making your innermost 
request, for you will receive it. But if you become disheart- 
ened and doubleminded while making your request, 
blame yourself and not the one who gives to you. 9. Be on 
the alert against this doublemindedness; for it is evil and 
senseless, and it uproots many from the faith, even those 
who are very faithful and strong. For this doubleminded- 
ness is the daughter of the devil, and it works great evil 
against the slaves of God. 10. And so, despise double- 
mindedness and rule over it in your every deed, clothing 
yourself with the strong and powerful faith. For faith 
promises all things and perfects all things, but the double- 
mindedness that lacks confidence in itself fails in every- 
thing that it does. 11. And so you see,” he said, “that faith 
comes from above, from the Lord, and is very powerful. 
But doublemindedness is an earthly spirit from the devil 
and is powerless. 12. You, therefore, should serve the faith 
that has power and abstain from the doublemindedness 
that has none, and you will live to God. And everyone who 
thinks these things will live to God.” 
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Tenth Commandment 
40 (X.1) 


“Remove grief [Or: sorrow; and through chap. 42] from 
yourself,” he said, “for this is the sister of both double- 
mindedness and irascibility.” 2. “How, Lord, is it their 
sister?” I asked. “For it seems to me that irascibility is 
one thing, doublemindedness another, and grief another.” 
“You are senseless, O man. Do you not understand that 
grief is the worst spirit of all and most to be dreaded by the 
slaves of God? That it corrupts a person more than any 
other spirit? That it both wears out the holy spirit and then 
again saves it?” 3. “Yes, I am senseless, Lord,” I replied, 
“and do not understand these parables. I do not see how it 
is able to wear the spirit out and then save it again.” 4. “Lis- 
ten,” he said. “These who have never made careful inquiry 
into the truth or investigated divine matters, but merely 
believe, and then become mixed up with business affairs 
and wealth and friendships with outsiders and many other 
matters that pertain to this age—everyone who becomes 
involved with these things fails to understand the divine 
parables. For they are overshadowed by these other mat- 
ters and are corrupted and become barren in spirit. 5. Just 
as good vineyards that are not tended become barren be- 
cause of thorns and various weeds, so too with the people 
who believe but fall into these sundry activities I have 
mentioned. They are led astray from their understanding 
and perceive nothing at all about righteousness; and even 
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when they hear about divine matters and truth, their mind 
is occupied with their other concerns, and they perceive 
nothing at all. 6. But those who fear God and make careful 
inquiry into divine matters and truth, and have their hearts 
directed towards the Lord, quickly perceive and under- 
stand everything said to them, because they have the fear 
of the Lord in themselves. For where the Lord dwells, 
there also is great understanding. Therefore cling to the 
Lord, and you will understand and perceive all things. 


4] (X.2) 


And so listen, you foolish one,” he said, “to how grief wears 
out the holy spirit and then again saves it. 2. When a person 
who is of two minds throws himself into a certain affair 
and does not succeed at it, because he is of two minds, this 
grief enters into him, and it grieves the holy spirit and 
wears it out. 3. So too, with irascibility, when it clings to a 
person because of some matter and he becomes extremely 
bitter—grief again enters into the irritated person’s heart; 
he grieves for what he has done, and he repents because he 
has done evil. 4. And so this grief appears to bring salva- 
tion, because after doing what is evil the person repents. 
And so both things grieve the spirit: doublemindedness, 
because it does not accomplish what it sets out to do; and 
irascibility, because it does what is evil. Both double- 
mindedness and irascibility, therefore, grieve the holy 
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spirit. 5. And so, remove grief from yourself and do not 
crush the holy spirit that dwells in you; otherwise, it may 
petition God against you and leave you. 6. For the holy 
spirit of God that has been given in this flesh cannot stand 
either grief or distress. 


42 (X.3) 


Be clothed, therefore, with the cheerfulness that always 
conveys grace before God and that is acceptable to him, 
and delight in it. For every man who is cheerful does good 
things and thinks good things and despises grief. 2. The 
one who is filled with grief, on the other hand, always does 
what is evil. First, he does evil because he grieves the 
cheerful holy spirit that has been given him; second, he 
grieves the holy spirit by behaving lawlessly, neither pray- 
ing nor making confession to the Lord. For the prayer of 
the man filled with grief never has the power to rise up 
upon the altar before God.” 3. “Why,” I asked, “does the 
prayer of the one filled with grief not rise up upon the al- 
tar?” “Because,” he said, “grief reclines in his heart; and so, 
the grief that is mixed with the petition does not allow the 
petition to rise up purely onto the altar. For just as vinegar 
and wine mixed together do not produce the same plea- 
sure, so also grief mixed with the holy spirit does not pro- 
duce the same petition. 4. Cleanse yourself, therefore, 
from this evil grief, and you will live to God. And all who 
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cast grief away from themselves and clothe themselves 
with all cheerfulness will live to God.” 


Eleventh Commandment 
43 (XI) 


He showed me some people sitting on a bench, and some- 
one else sitting on a chair. And he said to me, “Do you see 
the ones sitting on the bench?” “I see them, Lord,” I re- 
plied. “These people,” he said, “are faithful, and the one 
sitting on the chair is a false prophet who destroys the 
understanding of the slaves of God. But he destroys the 
understanding of the doubleminded, not of the faithful. 
2. And so, doubleminded people come to him as if he were 
a soothsayer, and ask him what is about to happen to them. 
And that false prophet, having within himself no power of 
the divine spirit, speaks with them in light of the requests 
and evil desires they have, and he fills their souls as they 
themselves wish. 3. For he, being empty himself, gives 
empty answers to those who are empty. For whatever he is 
asked, he answers in a way befitting the emptiness of the 
person. But he also speaks some true words. For the devil 
fills him with his own spirit, to see if he can dash one of the 
upright. 4. And so, all those who are strong in the faith of 
the Lord and have been clothed with the truth do not cling 
to such spirits, but abstain from them. But all those who 
are of two minds and who are constantly changing their 
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minds [Or: who are always repenting], consult the oracle 
as do even the outsiders. And they bring a greater sin upon 
themselves by thus committing idolatry. For the one who 
asks a false prophet about any matter is an idolater, devoid 
of the truth, and foolish. 5. For no spirit given by God is 
consulted, but having divine power it speaks all things 
from its own authority, because it comes from above, from 
the power of the divine spirit. 6. But the spirit that, when 
consulted, speaks in light of human desires is earthly and 
insubstantial, having no power. And it does not speak at all 
unless it is consulted.” 7. “How, then, Lord,” I asked, “is a 
person to know which of these is a prophet and which a 
false prophet?” “Listen,” he said, “concerning both kinds 
of prophet. For you will discern the prophet and the false 
prophet in the way I am about to tell you. You must discern 
the person with the divine spirit by his way of life. 8. First, 
the one who has the spirit that comes from above is meek, 
gentle, and humble; he abstains from all evil and the vain 
desire of this age; he makes himself more lowly than all 
others; and he never gives an answer to anyone when 
asked, nor does he speak in private. The holy spirit does 
not speak when the person wants to speak, but when God 
wants him to speak. 9. When, then, the person who has the 
divine spirit comes into a gathering of upright men who 
have the faith of the divine spirit, and a petition comes to 
God from the upright men who are gathered together, 
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then the angel of the prophetic spirit lying upon that per- 
son fills him; and once he is filled, that one speaks in the 
holy spirit to the congregation, just as the Lord desires. 
10. In this way the divine spirit will be evident to you. This, 
then, is the kind of power that the divine spirit of the Lord 
has. 11. Listen, now,” he said, “concerning the earthly 
spirit that is empty and powerless, and also foolish. 
12. First, the person who appears to have this spirit exalts 
himself and wishes to be given pride of place; and he is 
immediately impetuous, shameless, and garrulous, and 
he indulges himself with many luxuries and with many 
other deceptions. Moreover, he receives wages for his 
prophecy—without them, he does not prophesy. But can 
the divine spirit receive wages for its prophecies? The 
prophet of God cannot do this, but the spirit of these other 
prophets is earthly. 13. Moreover, it never comes near the 
gathering of upright men, but it flees them. It links up with 
the doubleminded and empty, and prophesies to them ina 
corner, deceiving them by speaking all things emptily, in 
light of their own desires. And it responds to those who are 
empty. For the empty container that is arranged with other 
empty containers is not broken, but is just like the others. 
14. But when this person comes into a gathering filled with 
upright men who have the divine spirit, and a petition 
comes forth from them, that person becomes empty, and 
the earthly spirit flees from him out of fear; and that person 
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is unable to speak and is altogether crushed, not able to 
say a word. 15. For if you store a batch of wine or oil in a 
storeroom and set an empty jar among them, and then 
later decide to clear out the storeroom, you will find that 
the jar you put there empty is empty still. So also the empty 
prophets: when they come among the spirits of the up- 
right, they are found to be just as they were when they 
came. 16. You have now the life of both kinds of prophets. 
And so, from his deeds and his life discern the person who 
claims to bear the spirit. 17. You should trust the spirit that 
comes from God and has power. But do not trust at all the 
earthly spirit that is empty, for it has no power in itself, 
since it comes from the devil. 18. Listen now to the parable 
I am about to tell you. Take a stone and throw it at the sky; 
see if you can hit it. Or again, take a hose and shoot some 
water at the sky; see if you can put a hole in it.” “How, 
Lord,” I replied, “could these things possibly happen? Nei- 
ther one is possible.” 19. “Just as these things are impossi- 
ble,” he said, “so too earthly spirits cannot possibly do any- 
thing, but are ineffectual. 20. Consider now the power that 
comes from above. A hailstone is the smallest of pebbles; 
yet when it falls on a person’s head, it causes enormous 
pain. Or again, consider the drop that falls from a roof tile: 
it can put a hole in a rock. 21. You see, then, that the small- 
est things that fall to earth from above have great power. So 
also the divine spirit that comes from above is powerful. 
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Therefore trust this spirit, but abstain from the other.” 


Twelfth Commandment 
44 (XII.1) 


He said to me, “Remove from yourself every evil desire 
and clothe yourself with the desire that is good and rever- 
ent. For when you clothe yourself with this desire you will 
hate the evil desire and bring it under control, just as you 
wish. 2. The evil desire is wild and difficult to tame. For it is 
frightful and it greatly exhausts people by its wildness. In 
particular, it dreadfully exhausts a slave of God who falls 
into it out of ignorance. And it exhausts all those who are 
not clothed with good desire, but are enmeshed in this age. 
People like this it delivers over to death.” 3. “Lord,” I 
asked, “what are the works of evil desire that deliver peo- 
ple over to death? Show them to me, that I may avoid 
them.” “Listen,” he said, “to the works used by evil desire 
to hand the slaves of God over to death. 


45 (XII.2) 


“Chief of all is the desire for someone else’s wife or hus- 
band, and for abundant wealth, for many extravagant 
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foods, drinking bouts, and many other such foolish luxu- 
ries. For every luxury is foolish and empty for the slaves of 
God. 2. And so these desires are evil, because they bring 
death to the slaves of God. For this evil desire is the daugh- 
ter of the devil. You must, therefore, abstain from evil 
desires. By doing so, you will live to God. 3. But whoever is 
dominated by these and does not resist them will ulti- 
mately die. For these desires are deadly. 4. And so you 
should be clothed with the desire of righteousness, and 
resist these other desires by being armed with the fear of 
the Lord. For the fear of God dwells in good desire. If evil 
desire should see you armed with the fear of God, actively 
resisting it, it will flee far away and no longer appear before 
you for fear of your weapons. 5. And so, when you receive 
the victory against it and are crowned, come to the desire 
of righteousness, and hand over to it the victory you re- 
ceived; serve as its slave, just as it wishes. If you are 
enslaved to the good desire and submit to it, you can over- 
come evil desire and dominate it, just as you wish.” 


295 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 


46 (XII.3) 


"Hdedov, byt, Kvpre, yv@vat Toiors TpdTOLs pe SEL 
} r “ ae) A / a 3 An EY d a4 
ovrievoa TH eTUvpia TH ayaly. axove, dynoiw: Ep- 
7 “\ > 7 > / “\ / 
yaoat OuKatoovyyny Kat apeTHy, adX\jOevav Kai doBov 
KUPLOV, TLOTLY KAL TPAOTHTA, Kal GOA TOUVTOLS GpoLa 
éoti ayada. Tadta épyalomevos evapeatos Eon Sov- 
aA aA A la) \ \ 
hos Tov Jeod Kai Chon ait@: Kat mas Os Gv Sovrevon 
“a 3 7 a 3 A 7 la A 7 
TH emiOvpia TH ayabn, Cnoetar TO Oe@. 2. cvveTédXec eV 
icy “\ 3 “\ “\ 7 N 7 4 “\ 
ovv Tas évTo\as Tas OwdEKA Kat héyer mou EXELS TAS 
evTOAGS TAaUTAS: TOpEvoU Ev aVTALs, KaL TOUS GAKOU- 
ovTas TapaKkdNe Lva 7H pweTavoia avTav Kafapa yévn- 
aA aA A \ 
Tat TAS NouTas HuEepas THS CwHs avTav. 3. THY d.aKo- 
, 7 4 7 7 > la \ XN 
viav TavTHY HV cor OlOape TéAEL ETLMEAWS, KAL TOAD 
i“ ¢ A 
Epyaon evpyoes yap yapuv év Tots péddovoe peTA- 
“ 7 7 lay ¢ 7 
voely Kat TELCOHTOVTAL DOU TOLS PHMAcW: Eyw yap 
PETA GOV ETOMaL Kal avayKaow avTovs TEeOHVal 
87 ? > aA 7 a) XN ea ? 
oou.®' 4. héeyw avT@ Kuple, au EVTOAGL aUTAL MEeyahat 
“\ N \ BA 7 > XN 4 > “a 
Kal Kahat Kat €vdool €iot Kat Svvdpevae evppavar 
Kapolav avOpwrov Tov duvvayévou THPHGaL abTas. OVK 
> 5S > , e¢ 3 \ @ ¢ oN > , 
oda O€ ef SvvavTa ai évTodat avTae Vid avOpwrov 
dudaxOyvar, dudTe oKANpaL Eiow Niav. 5. amroxprbets 
/ oN “\ A a 4 7 
héyes pou €av ov ceavT@ TpOOHs Gre OvvavTat duda- 
la > 7 3 “\ 7 XN > a 
xOjvar, evkdTws atdtas dudakes, Kat ovK EvovTat 
7 88 2 de 2 AN \ OL no b) a \ 
ox\ypai'’ €ay O€ emt THY Kapdiav cov HOY avaBy [7 
7 ‘\ ¢e la 7 
dvvacbat avtas U76 avOpatrov dviaxOjvas, od dvda- 
3 7 “A 7 7 aN 7 “\ 
€eus avtas. 6. viv 6€ aor héyw: éayv TavTas pr dv- 
7 > “\ aA > 4 7 89 
haéns, GAA tapevOupyOyjs, ovy E€Ets TwTHpiar, 


296 


COMMANDMENTS 46 (XII.3) 


46 (XII.3) 


“I want to know, Lord,” I said, “in what ways I must serve as 
the slave of good desire.” “Listen,” he said. “Engage in 
righteousness and virtue, truth and the fear of the Lord, 
faith and meekness, and every good thing like them. When 
you do these things you will be an acceptable slave of God 
and will live to him. And everyone enslaved to good desire 
will live to God.” 2. And so he completed the twelve com- 
mandments and said to me, “You have these command- 
ments. Proceed in them and give encouragement to those 
who hear them, that their repentance may be pure all the 
remaining days of their lives. 3. Diligently perform this 
ministry I am giving you, and work hard at it. For you will 
find grace among those who are about to repent, and they 
will be persuaded by your words. For I will be with you and 
will compel them to be persuaded by you.” 4. I said to him, 
“Lord, these commandments are great, good, and glori- 
ous, and they can lift the heart of the one who is able to 
guard them. But I do not know if anyone can do so, since 
they are so difficult.” 5. He answered me, “If in your own 
mind you think they can be guarded, you will do so easily, 
and they will not be difficult. But if you have already de- 
cided in your heart that no one can guard them, you will 
not do so. 6. And now I say to you, if you do not guard these 
commandments, but neglect them, you will not be saved, 
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nor will your children or household, since you have already 
judged in your own mind that no one can guard them.” 


47 (XII.4) 


And when he said these things he was so angry with me 
that I was unnerved and extremely afraid of him. For his 
appearance changed, so that no one could possibly with- 
stand his anger. 2. But when he saw me so upset and 
unnerved he began speaking to me more gently and cheer- 
fully, and he said, “You foolish, senseless, and double- 
minded man! Do you not perceive the glory of God, how it 
is great and strong and marvelous? For he created the 
world for the sake of humans and subjected all of his 
creation to them, and gave them all authority to rule over 
everything under the sky. 3. If then,” he said, “humans are 
the masters of all God’s creatures and rule over all, can 
they not rule over these commandments as well? So long as 
they have the Lord in their hearts,” he said, “humans can 
indeed rule over everything and over all these command- 
ments. 4. But those who have the Lord on their lips but 
have hardened their hearts, who are distant from the Lord, 
to them these commandments are difficult and hard to 
walk in. 5. And so, all of you who are empty and insubstan- 
tial in faith, place the Lord in your hearts and you will real- 
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ize that there is nothing easier than these commandments, 
nor sweeter nor gentler. 6. You who are proceeding in the 
commandments of the devil, which are hard, bitter, wild, 
and licentious, turn around; and do not fear the devil, be- 
cause there is no power in him against you. 7. For I will be 
with you, I the angel of repentance who rules over him. 
The devil can cause only fear, but his fear has no force. And 
so do not fear him, and he will flee from you.” 


48 (XII.5) 


I said to him, “Lord, listen to a few words from me.” “Say 
what you wish,” he replied. “Lord,” I said, “everyone is ea- 
ger to guard the commandments of the Lord, and there is 
no one who does not ask from the Lord to be empowered 
in his commandments and to be subject to them. But the 
devil is hard and he overpowers them.” 2. “He is not able,” 
he said, “to overpower the slaves of God who hope in him 
with their whole heart. The devil can wrestle with them, 
but he cannot win the match. If then you resist him, once 
he is conquered he will flee from you in humiliation. But 
whoever is partly empty,” he said, “fears the devil as one 
who has power. 3. When someone fills a large number of 
jars with good wine, and among them are a few that are 
partly empty, he comes to the jars and gives no thought to 
the ones that are full. For he knows they are full. He is con- 
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cerned for the ones that are partly empty, fearing they 
might turn to vinegar. For the jars that are partly empty 
quickly turn to vinegar, and the quality of the wine is de- 
stroyed. 4. So also the devil comes against all the slaves of 
God to put them to the test. All those who are full of faith 
strongly resist him; and he leaves them, since he has no 
room to enter. He comes then to those who are partly 
empty, and because there is room, he enters them; and he 
does whatever he wishes in them, and they become subser- 
vient to him. 


49 (XII.6) 


“And J, the angel of repentance, say to all of you: Do not 
fear the devil. For I have been sent,” he said, “to be with 
you who repent from your whole heart and to strengthen 
your faith. 2. You who have despaired of your life because 
of your sins, and increased your sins, and overburdened 
your life—you should trust in God. For if you turn to the 
Lord with your whole heart and do righteousness the rest 
of your days, serving him properly according to his will, he 
will heal your former sins. And you will be empowered to 
rule over the works of the devil. But do not fear the devil’s 
threat at all, for he is as weak as a tendon on a corpse. 
3. Listen to me and fear the one who can do all things, who 
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both saves and destroys. Keep these commandments, and 
you will live to God.” 4. I said to him, “Lord, now I have 
been empowered in all the upright demands of the Lord, 
because you are with me. And I know that you will shatter 
all the power of the devil and we will rule over him and 
overpower all of his works. And I hope, Lord, to be able to 
guard these commandments that you have given, while the 
Lord gives me strength.” 5. “You will guard them,” he said, 
“if your heart is pure before the Lord. And all who purify 
their hearts from the vain desires of this age will also guard 
them, and live to God.” 


THE PARABLES THAT HE SPOKE 
WITH ME 


50 (I) 


He said to me, “You know that you slaves of God are living 
in a foreign land. For your own city is a long way from this 
one. If, then,” he said, “you know your own city, where you 
are about to live, why are you preparing fields, expensive 
furnishings, buildings, and pointless rooms for yourselves 
here? 2. Anyone who prepares these things in this city, 
therefore, cannot return to his own city. 3. You foolish, 
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double-minded, and miserable person! Do you not under- 
stand that all these things belong to another and are under 
someone else’s control? For the ruler of this city will say, ‘I 
do not want you living in my city; leave it, because you are 
not living by my laws.’ 4. And so, you who have fields and 
houses and many other possessions—when he casts you 
out, what will you do with your field and house and what- 
ever else you have prepared for yourself? For the ruler of 
this country rightly says to you, ‘Either live by my laws or 
leave my country.’ 5. And so what will you do, you who have 
a law from your own city? Will you completely renounce 
your own law for the sake of your fields and whatever else 
you own, and follow the law of the city you are in now? 
Take care, because renouncing your law may be against 
your own interests. For if you want to return to your own 
city, you will not be welcomed, because you have re- 
nounced its law; and you will be shut out of it. 6. And 
so take care. Since you are dwelling in a foreign land, fix 
nothing up for yourself except what is absolutely neces- 
sary; and be ready, so that when the master of this city 
wants to banish you for not adhering to his law, you can 
leave his city and go to your own, and live according to your 
own law gladly, suffering no mistreatment. 7. Take care, 
then, you who are enslaved to the Lord and have him in 
your heart. Do the works of God, remembering his com- 
mandments and the promises he made; and trust in him, 
because he will do these things, if his commandments are 
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guarded. 8. Instead of fields, then, purchase souls that 
have been afflicted, insofar as you can, and take care of 
widows and orphans and do not neglect them; spend your 
wealth and all your furnishings for such fields and houses 
as you have received from God. 9. For this is why the Mas- 
ter made you rich, that you may carry out these ministries 
for him. It is much better to purchase the fields, goods, and 
houses you find in your own city when you return to it. 
10. This kind of extravagance is good and makes one glad; 
it has no grief or fear, but joy instead. And so, do not partic- 
ipate in the extravagance sought by outsiders; for it is of no 
profit for you who are slaves of God. 11. But participate in 
your own extravagance in which you can rejoice. And do 
not counterfeit or touch what belongs to another, or desire 
it. For it is evil to desire someone else’s goods. But do your 
own work, and you will be saved.” 


Another Parable 
51 (II) 


While I was walking in the field and considering an elm 
tree and a vine, reflecting on them and their fruits, the 
shepherd appeared to me and said, “Why are you asking 
yourself about the elm tree and the vine?” “I am thinking, 
Lord,” I replied, “that they are extremely well suited for 
one another.” 2. “These two trees,” he replied, “symbolize 
the slaves of God.” “I would like to know,” I said, “what 
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> €€ 


these two trees you are speaking about symbolize.” “You 
see,” he said, “the elm and the vine?” “I see them, Lord,” I 
replied. 3. “This vine,” he said, “bears fruit; but the elm is a 
tree that does not. Yet if this vine did not grow up onto the 
elm, it could not bear much fruit, since it would be lying on 
the ground, and the fruit it bore would be rotten, since it 
would not be clinging to the elm. And so, when the vine at- 
taches to the elm, it bears fruit both of itself and because of 
the elm. 4. And so you see that the elm also gives much 
fruit—no less than the vine, but rather more.” “How does 
it bear more, Lord” I asked. “Because,” he said, “it is by 
clinging to the elm that the vine gives an abundance of 
good fruit; but when it is lying on the ground it bears just a 
little rotten fruit. And so this parable applies to the slaves 
of God, the poor and the rich.” 5. “How so, Lord?” I asked. 
“Explain it to me.” “Listen,” he said. “The rich person has 
money, but is poor towards the Lord, since he is distracted 
by his wealth. The prayer and confession he makes to the 
Lord are very small—weak, small, and of no real effect. 
And so, when the rich person depends upon the one who is 
poor and supplies him with what he needs, he believes that 
by helping the one who is poor he will find his recompense 
before God. For the poor person is rich in his petition and 
confession, and his petition has a great effect before God. 
And so the rich person supplies everything to the one who 
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is poor, without hesitation. 6. And then the poor person, 
having his needs supplied by the one who is rich, prays to 
God and thanks him for the one who has given him what he 
needs. And that one becomes even more eager to help out 
the poor person, so that he may lack nothing in his life. For 
he knows that the petition of the poor person is acceptable 
and rich before the Lord. 7. And so both accomplish their 
work. The poor person works at his prayer in which he is 
rich and which he received from the Lord; and he gives it 
back to the Lord who supplied it to him in the first place. 
So too the rich person does not hesitate to supply his 
wealth to the poor person, since he received it from the 
Lord. And this is a great and acceptable thing to do before 
God, because the rich person has gained understanding by 
his wealth and has worked for the poor person out of the 
gifts provided by the Lord, and he has accomplished his 
ministry well. 8. And so, people may think that the elm tree 
bears no fruit; but they neither know nor understand that 
when a drought comes, the elm nourishes the vine by hold- 
ing water; and the vine, since it has an undiminished sup- 
ply of water, produces fruit for two, both for itself and 
for the elm. Thus also those who are poor who pray to 
the Lord on behalf of the rich bring their own wealth to 
completion; and again those who are rich and supply the 
poor with what they need bring their souls to completion. 
9. Both then share in an upright work. And so the one who 
does these things will not be abandoned by God, but will 
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be recorded in the books of the living. 10. Happy are those 
who have possessions and understand that their riches 
have come from the Lord; for the one who understands 
this will also be able to perform a good ministry.” 


Third Parable 
52 (III) 


He showed me many trees that did not have leaves but 
appeared to me to be withered. And they were all alike. He 
said to me, “Do you see these trees?” “I see them, Lord,” I 
replied. “They are like one another and withered.” He 
said, “These trees you see are the people who dwell in 
this age.” 2. “Why, then, Lord,” I asked, “do they seem 
withered and like one another?” “Because,” he said, 
neither the upright nor the sinners stand out clearly in this 
age, but they are like one another. For this age is a winter 
for those who are upright: they do not stand out clearly 
while dwelling with the sinners. 3. For just as the trees that 
shed their leaves in the winter all look alike, with the with- 
ered indistinguishable from the living, so too in this age it 
is not clear who the upright are and who the sinners, but 


they all appear alike.” 
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Another Parable 
53 (IV) 


He showed me again anumber of trees, some of them bud- 
ding, others withered. And he said to me, “Do you see 
these trees?” “I see them, Lord,” I replied. “Some of them 
are budding and others are withered.” 2. “These trees that 
are budding,” he said, “are the upright who are about to 
dwell in the age that is coming. For the coming age is a 
summer for the upright, but a winter for sinners. And so, 
when the mercy of the Lord shines forth, those who serve 
as slaves to God will stand out clearly, and everyone will be 
able to recognize them. 3. For just as the fruits of each in- 
dividual tree appear in the summer and their species are 
recognized, so too the fruits of the upright will appear, and 
they will all be known in that age because they will be blos- 
soming. 4. But the outsiders and sinners—who are the 
withered trees you saw—will be found withered and fruit- 
less in that age, and they will be burned like withered trees 
and shown for what they are, because they did what was 
evil in their lifetimes. The sinners will be burned for sin- 
ning and not repenting. But the outsiders will be burned 
for not knowing the one who created them. 5. You, there- 
fore, bear fruit in yourself, that your fruit may pee in 
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that summer. But avoid many business activities and you 
will not sin at all. For those involved with numerous busi- 
ness dealings are also involved in numerous sins, since they 
are distracted by their affairs and do not serve as the Lord’s 
slaves. 6. How then,” he continued, “can someone like this 
receive anything he asks from the Lord, if he does not 
serve as the Lord’s slave? For his slaves will receive what 
they request, but those who are not his slaves will receive 
nothing. 7. But if someone should engage in just one kind 
of business [Or: one business transaction], he will also be 
able to serve as the Lord’s slave. For his thoughts will in no 
way be corrupted away from the Lord, but he will be en- 
slaved to him, keeping his thoughts pure. 8. So then, if you 
do these things you will be able to bear fruit in the age that 
is coming. And whoever else does these things will bear 
fruit.” 


Another Parable, Five 
54 (V.1) 


While I was fasting and sitting on a certain mountain, 
thanking the Lord for everything he had done for me, I saw 
the shepherd sitting next to me. And he said to me: “Why 
have you come here so early?” “Because, Lord,” I said, 
“I have a duty to perform [Literally: I have a station].” 
2. “What is the duty? [Or: What is a station? ]” he asked. “I 
am fasting, Lord,” I replied. “But what is this fast you 
people are keeping?” he asked. “I am fasting according to 
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my custom, Lord,” I said. 3. “You people do not know how 
to fast for God,” he said, “and this worthless fast you are 
keeping for him is not a fast.” “Why do you say this, Lord,” 
I asked. “I say this,” he said, “because what you think you 
are keeping is not a fast. But I will teach you a fast that is ac- 
ceptable and complete to the Lord.” “Yes, Lord,” I said, 
“you will make me blessed if you show me the fast accept- 
able to God.” “Listen,” he said. 4. “God does not want this 
kind of vain fast. For when you fast like this to God you do 
nothing at all righteous. But fast to God as follows: 5. Do 
no evil in your life, but serve as the Lord’s slave with a pure 
heart, keeping his commandments and proceeding in his 
injunctions; and let no evil desire rise up in your heart. 
Trust in God, because if you do these things and fear him 
and are self-restrained from every evil deed, you will live 
to God. If you do these things, you will accomplish a fast 
that is great and acceptable to the Lord. 


55 (V.2) 


“Listen to this parable I am about to tell you; for it relates 
to fasting. 2. There was a person who owned a field and 
many slaves, and he planted a vineyard in part of the field. 
And he chose a certain slave who was most trustworthy and 
pleasing to him. When he was about to go on a journey, he 
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called him in and said to him, “Take this vineyard that I 
have planted and build a fence around it before I return, 
and do nothing else to the vineyard. Do what I have com- 
manded and I will set you free.’ And the master of the slave 
went away on his journey. 3. When he had gone, his slave 
took the vineyard and built a fence around it. When he fin- 
ished the fence he saw that the vineyard was full of weeds. 
4. And so he reasoned to himself, ‘I have finished what 
the lord commanded; so now I will dig in this vineyard. 
Once it is dug it will be more attractive, and without the 
weeds it will give more fruit, since it will not be choked by 
the weeds.’ So he dug the vineyard and removed all the 
weeds that were in it. And that vineyard became more at- 
tractive and flourishing, since there were no weeds that 
could choke it. 5. After some time the master of both field 
and slave returned and came into the vineyard. When he 
saw that the vineyard was attractively fenced and even 
more that it was dug, with all the weeds removed, and that 
the vines were flourishing, he was extremely pleased with 
what the slave had done. 6. So he called his beloved son, 
who was to be his heir, and his friends, who served as his 
advisors, and he told them everything he had commanded 
his slave and everything he found accomplished. And they 
congratulated the slave for the good testimony that the 
master had given him. 7. He said to them, ‘I promised to 
free this slave if he did what I commanded him. And he did 
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what I commanded and an additional good work in my 
vineyard besides. He has pleased me greatly. In exchange 
for the work he has done I want to make him a fellow heir 
with my son; for when he thought of the good deed, he did 
not leave it alone, but he accomplished it.’ 8. The master’s 
son approved of the idea that the slave should become his 
fellow heir. 9. After some days the master of the house gave 
a dinner and sent a number of foods to the slave from his 
table. When the slave received the food his master sent, he 
took what he needed and distributed the rest to his fellow 
slaves. 10. His fellow slaves took the food gladly, and began 
also to pray for him, that he might find even greater favor 
with the master, since he had treated them so well. 11. The 
master heard everything that happened and was again ex- 
tremely pleased at what the slave had done. So he once 
more assembled his friends and his son, and he reported to 
them what the slave had done with the foods he had re- 
ceived. And they approved even more heartily his plan to 
make the slave his son’s fellow heir.” 
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I said to him, “Lord, I do not know what these parables 
mean and cannot understand them, unless you explain 
them to me.” 2. “I will explain everything to you,” he said, 
“and show you the meaning of everything I tell you. Guard 
what the Lord commands and you will be acceptable to 
him and enrolled among those who keep his command- 
ments. 3. But if you do anything good beyond what God 
commands, you will be glorified even more and even more 
highly honored before God than you were bound to be. If, 
then, you do what God commands and perform any of 
these services in addition, you will be filled with joy—if 
you keep them according to my commandment.” 4. I said 
to him, “Lord, I will guard whatever you command me. 
For I know you are with me.” “I will be with you,” he said, 
“because you are so eager to do good; and I will be with 
everyone who is just as eager. 5. This fast that consists 
of keeping the Lord’s commandments,” he said, “is very 
good. And so guard the fast. 6. First of all, be on your guard 
against every evil word and desire, and cleanse your heart 
from all the vain affairs of this age. If you guard these 
things, this fast will be complete. 7. And act as follows: 
when you have completed the things that have already 
been written, taste nothing but bread and water on the day 
you fast. Then estimate the cost of the food you would have 
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eaten on that day and give that amount to a widow or or- 
phan or someone in need. Be humble in this way, that the 
one who receives something because of your humility may 
fill his own soul and pray to the Lord for you. 8. If then you 
complete your fast like this, as I have commanded you, 
your sacrifice will be acceptable before God and the fast 
will be recorded. The service done in this way will be good 
and cheerful and pleasing to the Lord. 9. Thus you should 
keep these things, as should your children and your entire 
household. When you do so, you will be blessed. Everyone 
who hears these things and keeps them will be blessed, and 
they will receive whatever they ask from the Lord.” 


57 (V.4) 


I begged him fervently to explain to me the parable of the 
field, the master, the vineyard, the slave who built a fence 
around the vineyard, the fence posts, the weeds that were 
removed from the vineyard, the son, and the friends who 
were advisors. For I understood that all these things were a 
parable. 2. He answered me, “You are extremely brazen in 
your requests. You should ask nothing at all, for if anything 
needs to be explained to you, it will be.” I said to him, 
“Lord, there is no point in showing me something that you 
do not explain, when I do not know what it is. If you tell me 
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parables without explaining them to me, there is no point 
in my hearing them from you.” 3. Again he said to me, 
“Whoever is a slave of God and has the Lord in his heart 
asks him for understanding and receives it. And he inter- 
prets every parable; and the words of the Lord spoken in 
parables are made known to him. But all those who are 
weak and lazy in prayer hesitate to ask anything from the 
Lord. 4. The Lord has great compassion and gives without 
hesitation to everyone who asks of him. But you have been 
empowered by the glorious angel and have received from 
him this petition; since you are not lazy, why do you not ask 
for understanding from the Lord and receive it directly 
from him?” 5. I said to him, “Lord, since I have you with 
me I need to ask and inquire of you. For you are the one 
showing everything to me and speaking with me. If I had 
seen or heard these things without you, I would ask the 
Lord to clarify them for me.” 


58 (V.5) 


“I told you just now,” he said, “that you are crafty and 
brazen, asking for the interpretations of the parables. But 
since you are so persistent, I will interpret for you the para- 


ble of the field and everything that follows it, that you may 
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make these things known to all. Listen, now,” he said, “and 
understand these things. 2. The field is this world. And the 
lord of the field is the one who created all things and com- 
pleted them and empowered them. The son is the Holy 
Spirit and the slave is the Son of God. The vines are this 
people, which he has planted. 3. The fence posts are the 
Lord’s holy angels who surround his people. The weeds 
that were removed from the vineyard are the lawless deeds 
of the slaves of God. The foods that he sent to him from his 
dinner are the commandments he has given his people 
through his Son. The friends and advisors are the holy 
angels who were created first. And the absence of the mas- 
ter is the time that remains until his coming.” 4. I said to 
him, “Lord, all these things are great, marvelous, and glori- 
ous. How could I have understood them? No one else 
could have understood them either, even if he were ex- 
tremely insightful. Yet, Lord,” I said, “explain to me what I 
am about to ask you.” 5. “Say what you wish,” he said. 
“Why, Lord,” I asked, “is the Son of God represented as a 
slave in the parable?” 
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“Listen,” he said; “the Son of God is not represented as a 
slave, but as one who has great authority and lordship.” “I 
don’t see how, Lord,” I replied. 2. “Because,” he said, “God 
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planted the vineyard—that is, he created the people and 
handed them over to his Son. And the Son appointed the 
angels over them, to protect each one. And he cleansed 
their sins through great labor, bearing up under his many 
labors. For a vine cannot be dug around without labor or 
toil. 3. And so, when he had cleansed the sins of the people 
he showed them the paths of life, giving them the law, 
which he received from his Father. 4. You see, then,” he 
said, “that he is the Lord of the people, having received 
all authority from his Father. But listen to what it means 
that the Lord took his Son, along with the glorious angels, 
as a counselor about the slave’s inheritance. 5. God made 
the Holy Spirit dwell in the flesh that he [Or: it] desired, 
even though it preexisted and created all things. This flesh, 
then, in which the Holy Spirit dwelled, served well as the 
Spirit’s slave, for it conducted itself in reverence and pu- 
rity, not defiling the Spirit at all. 6. Since it lived in a good 
and pure way, cooperating with the Spirit and working 
with it in everything it did, behaving in a strong and manly 
way, God chose it to be a partner with the Holy Spirit. For 
the conduct of this flesh was pleasing, because it was not 
defiled on earth while bearing the Holy Spirit. 7. Thus he 
took his Son and the glorious angels as counselors, so that 
this flesh, which served blamelessly as the Spirit’s slave, 
might have a place of residence and not appear to have lost 
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the reward for serving as a slave. For all flesh in which the 
Holy Spirit has dwelled—and which has been found un- 
defiled and spotless—will receive a reward. 8. Now you 
have the interpretation of this parable.” 


60 (V.7) 


“I am very glad to have heard this interpretation, Lord,” I 
said. “And now listen,” he replied: “Guard this flesh of 
yours to keep it clean and undefiled, so that the spirit 
dwelling in it may bear a good testimony to it, and your 
flesh may be made upright. 2. Take care that the thought 
never occur to you that this flesh of yours is corrupt, and 
never misuse it in a defiling way. If you defile your flesh, 
you defile the Holy Spirit as well. And if you defile your 
flesh, you will not live.” 3. “But Lord,” I said, “if anyone was 
ignorant earlier—before having heard these words—and 
defiled his flesh, how will he be saved?” “God alone,” he re- 
plied, “can bring healing to those who were ignorant ear- 
lier. For all authority is his. 4. But guard these things for 
now, and the Lord who has great compassion will provide 
healing for these things, if here at the end you defile nei- 
ther your flesh nor your spirit. For these two go together, 
and one cannot be defiled without the other. Keep both of 
them pure, therefore, and you will live to God.” 
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Parable Six 
61 (VI.1) 


While I was sitting in my house and giving glory to the 
Lord for all the things I had seen, and reflecting that his 
commandments are good, powerful, cheerful, glorious, 
and able to save a person’s soul, I was telling myself, “I will 
be fortunate if I proceed in these commandments; for 
whoever proceeds in them is fortunate.” 2. While I was 
telling myself these things, I suddenly saw him sitting next 
to me and saying, “Why are you of two minds about the 
commandments I have given you? They are good. Do not 
be at all of two minds, but clothe yourself with the faith of 
the Lord and proceed in them. For I will empower you to 
do them. 3. These commandments are profitable to those 
who are about to repent. If they do not proceed in them, 
their repentance is in vain. 4. And so, you who repent 
should cast aside the evil affairs of this age, which wear you 
down. For when you are clothed with every righteous vir- 
tue, you will be able to keep these commandments and no 
longer increase your sins. And so, by not increasing them, 
you will greatly cut off your former sins. Proceed therefore 
in my commandments, and you will live to God, for I have 
spoken these things to all of you.” 5. After he spoke these 
things to me, he said, “Let us go into the country, and I will 
show you the shepherds of the sheep.” “Yes, Lord,” I said, 
“let’s go.” We came to a certain plain and he showed me a 
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young shepherd, wearing a bright yellow suit of clothes. 
6. He was tending a large flock of sheep. These sheep were 
luxuriously fed and extremely frisky and cheerful, leaping 
about here and there; and the shepherd also was cheerful 
with his flock. The shepherd’s appearance was very cheer- 
ful, and he was running about among the sheep. 


62 (VI.2) 


He said to me, “Do you see this shepherd?” “I see him, 
Lord,” I replied. “This,” he said, “is the angel of luxury and 
deceit. He, then, is the one who wears down the souls of 
the vacuous slaves of God and turns them away from the 
truth, deceiving them with evil desires that destroy them. 
2. For they forget the commandments of the living God 
and proceed in vain deceits and luxuries and are destroyed 
by this angel—some to death and others to ruin.” 3. I said 
to him, “Lord, I do not know what you mean that some are 
destroyed to death and others to ruin.” “Listen,” he said. 
“All the sheep you saw that were extremely cheerful and 
leaping about are the ones who have finally fallen away 
from God and have delivered themselves over to the de- 
sires of this age. Among these there is no repentance that 
leads to life, because they have also committed blasphemy 
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against the name of the Lord. Death therefore belongs to 
them. 4. But the ones you saw that were not leaping about 
but were grazing in one place, these are the ones who have 
delivered themselves over to luxuries and deceits, without 
committing blasphemy against the Lord. They have been 
ruined by falling from the truth. For these there is a hope 
of repentance, and it can make them live. And so, those 
who have experienced this kind of ruin have some hope of 
new life, but death brings eternal destruction.” 5. Then we 
went a little way ahead, and he showed me a large shep- 
herd with a wild kind of appearance, clothed in the skin of 
a white goat, with a bag on his shoulder, a very hard and 
knotty staff, and a great whip. He had an extremely bitter 
look about him. I was afraid of him, he had such a look. 
6. This shepherd was taking the sheep from the young 
shepherd—those that were frisky and luxuriously fed, but 
not leaping—and driving them into an area that was steep 
and filled with thorns and thistles. And the sheep could not 
extricate themselves from the thorns and thistles but be- 
came entangled in them. 7. And so they had to graze while 
being entangled among the thorns and thistles; and they 
were being miserably beaten by the shepherd. He was 
forcing them to move here and there, giving them no rest 
at all, so that those sheep were not at all tranquil. 
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PARABLES 683 (VI.3) 


63 (VI.3) 


When I saw them flogged like this and made so miserable, 
I started to grieve for them, because they were tormented 
in this way and had no respite. 2. I said to the shepherd 
who was speaking with me, “Lord,” I said, “who is this mer- 
ciless and bitter shepherd, who is showing no compassion 
at all for these sheep?” “This,” he replied, “is the angel of 
punishment. He is one of the upright angels, but he has 
been appointed to mete out punishment. 3. And so he 
takes those who have strayed from God and proceeded in 
the desires of this age, and he punishes them with the vari- 
ous terrifying punishments that each of them deserves.” 
4. “I want to know, Lord,” I said, “what sorts of punish- 
ments there are.” “Listen,” he said, “to the various tor- 
ments and punishments. For the torments come in the 
present life. Some people are punished with financial 
losses, others with deprivations, various diseases, or every 
kind of disruption, or by being abused by miscreants, and 
with many other kinds of suffering. 5. For many people un- 
dertake numerous projects but go back and forth in their 
minds, and nothing at all goes well for them. And they say 
that they do not prosper in what they do, but it never oc- 
curs to them that they have done what is evil; instead, they 
blame the Lord. 6. And so, when they have suffered every 
affliction, they are handed over to me for good discipline, 
and they are made strong in the faith of the Lord, and they 
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serve as the Lord’s slaves the remaining days of their lives, 
with pure hearts. When they repent, they think about the 
evil deeds they have done, and then they give glory to God, 
because he is an upright judge and each one has rightly 
suffered everything in light of what he has done. For the 
rest of their lives they will serve as the Lord’s slaves with 
pure hearts, and they will prosper in their every deed, re- 
ceiving everything they ask from the Lord. Then they 
glorify the Lord, because they have been delivered over to 
me, and they no longer suffer any evil.” 


64 (VI.4) 


I said to him, “Lord, explain something else to me.” “What 
do you want to know?” he asked. “Are those who live in lux- 
ury and deceit,” I asked, “tormented for the same amount 
of time that they lived in luxury and deceit?” He replied 
to me, “They are tormented the same amount of time.” 
2. “Then they are tormented very little, Lord,” I said. “For 
those who have lived in luxury like this and forgotten God 
should be tormented seven times as long.” 3. He said to 
me, “You are a fool and do not understand the force of 
the torment.” “If I had understood it, Lord,” I replied, “I 
would not have asked you to explain it to me.” “Listen,” he 
said, “and I will tell you the force of both things. 4. The 
time of luxury and deceit is a single hour. But an hour’s 
worth of torment has the force of thirty days. And so, if 
someone lives in luxury and deceit for a single day, and is 
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then tormented for a single day, that day of torment has the 
force of an entire year. Thus, a person is tormented for the 
same number of years as the days he has lived in luxury.* 
You see,” he said, “that the time of luxury and deceit is very 
brief, but that of punishment and torment is long.” 


65 (VL.5) 


I said, “Lord, since I have not completely understood 
about the times of deceit and luxury and torment, explain 
them to me more clearly.” 2. He answered me, “You are 
persistently foolish and do not wish to cleanse your heart 
and serve God. Take care,” he said, “lest the time be ful- 
filled and you be found foolish. Listen, now,” he said, “to 
what you want to know, so that you may understand these 
things. 3. The one who lives in luxury and deceit for a sin- 
gle day, doing whatever he wants, is clothed with great 
foolishness and does not understand what he is doing. The 
next day he forgets what he did the day before. For lux- 
ury and deceit have no memories, because the person is 
clothed in foolishness. But when punishment and torment 
cling to a person for a single day, he is punished and tor- 
mented for a year, because punishment and torment have 
great memories, 4. And so, when he is tormented and pun- 
ished over the course of the entire year, then he remem- 
bers his luxury and deceit and he knows that he is suffering 
because of these evil deeds. All those who live in luxury 


4 The calculations are based on a twelve-hour day. 
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and deceit are tormented in this way, because even though 
they are alive they have handed themselves over to death.” 
5. “What sorts of luxuries, Lord,” I asked, “are harmful?” 
He replied, “Everything that brings a person pleasure is a 
luxury. For even the foul-tempered person who acts as 
he desires enjoys a luxury. So too does the adulterer, the 
drunkard, the slanderer, the liar, the greedy, the defrauder, 
and anyone who does anything similar, as he desires, in his 
own diseased way. Such a person, then, enjoys a luxury 
in what he does. 6. All these luxuries are harmful to the 
slaves of God. Those who are punished and tormented, 
therefore, suffer because of these deceitful practices. 
7. But there are also luxuries that save people. For many 
people who do what is good enjoy luxury by being borne 
along by their own pleasure. And so this kind of luxury can 
be profitable for the slaves of God, and provides life to 
such a person. But the harmful luxuries that I mentioned 
before provide torments and punishments. If people re- 
main in them without repenting, they provide death for 
themselves.” 


Parable Seven 
66 (VII) 


After a few days I saw him in the same plain where I had 
seen the shepherds, and he said to me, “What are you look- 
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ing for?” “I have come here, Lord,” I said, “to ask you to 
order the punishing angel to leave my house, because he is 
afflicting me terribly.” “You need to be afflicted,” he re- 
plied, “because this is what the glorious angel commanded 
for you. For he wants you to be put to the test.” “What evil 
thing have I done, Lord, to be handed over to this angel?” I 
asked. 2. “Listen,” he said, “your sins are many, but not 
enough for you to be handed over to this angel. But your 
household has committed great sins and lawless acts, and 
the glorious angel is embittered by their deeds. This is why 
he commanded you to be afflicted for a time, to lead them 
to repent and cleanse themselves from all worldly desires. 
When they repent and are cleansed, then the punishing 
angel will leave.” 3. I said to him, “Lord, even if they are 
acting in ways that embitter the glorious angel—what have 
I done?” “It cannot be otherwise,” he said. “They cannot 
be afflicted unless you are as well, since you are the head of 
the household. For if you are afflicted, of necessity they are 
too; but if you are flourishing, they can experience no af- 
fliction.” 4. “But look, Lord,” I said, “they have in fact re- 
pented from their whole heart.” “I myself know they have 
repented from their whole heart,” he replied. “But do you 
think,” he said, “that the sins of those who repent are for- 
given on the spot? Notat all! But the one who repents must 
torment his own soul and become mightily humble in his 
every deed and be afflicted with many and various afflic- 


91 ayyedov Me: wouéva AL LM 
92 ge ALLE: add kat M 
93 aX’ ov rooavtat M A LL:om. E 


353 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 


e A ‘\ 7 ‘N 3 ? > “A , 
umeveyKyn Tas Odubers Tas ETEPKOMEVAS AUT@, TAVTWS 
onmhayxvcOnoerar 6 Ta TaVTa KTioas Kai Suvapo- 
\ , 94 ? > “A 95 \ “A i“ 
cas Kat taciv™ ria dace: avT@® 5. kal TovTo Tav- 
N\ 5) “A A 
TwS €av ton THY Kapdlayv TOU pmeTavoovVTOS Kafapay 
N A 
GTO TAVTOS TOVNpOD mpayyaTos. cot b€ avudopov 
éoTw Kal T@ olkm cov viv OduBjvar. Ti dé woddrAG 
héyw; OUUByvai oe det, kaOws mpowérakev 6 ayyedos 
TOU Kuplov éKelvos, 6 Tapadovs oe éuol: Kal TOUTO 
evyapioTe: T@ KUpiw, OTL GELbV GE TYYHOaTO TOU TpPO- 
} A , S A 4 \ SN ¢ 
Nr@oai cou THV Odiikiv, tva Tpoyvovds avTHY vT- 
, A aA > A 
eveyKns toxupas. 6. éyw avT@: KUpLE, OV MET EMLOU 
, \ A A } Va ¢ VA > , 
yivov, kat macav OrXWnv SvvHoopar UTevéyKat. eyo, 
, M4 \ A 4 \ \ \ / 
dynoiv, €romar weTa Tov: EpwTHow b€ Kat TOV ayyedov 
N \ 4 7 4 \ , 
TOV TYyLWPNTHV iva oe ELadpotéepws Odiby: ara OXé- 
, , ‘\ 4 > , > 
yo xpovw OBHon, Kat wadw atoKkatacTabyoy «is 
\ , , 7 ~ 
Tov TOTOV™® Gov: MOVOY TAapapEvoV TaTrELVOPpOVaV 
\ A “A ’ 97 2 A OL \ \ 
Kat hetTOUpy@V T@ Kupiw®” ev kafapaG Kapodia, OV Kat 
\ A ‘\ 9 “A 
TA TEKVA GOV Kal O OLKOS GOV, Kal TOpEvoU Tats 
) “A v4 > 7 \ , , e 
évTodats pov as wou éevTéTahpat Kat Suvyjoetai cov 7 
7 49 N A 
peTavoa eivar toxyvpa Kat Kafapa: 7. Kat €av TavTa 
\ A > “A 
dud\aéys peTa TOU oiKoV Gov, aTOOTHOETAL TACa 
“A 3 N “A ‘\ > \ 7 \ > 7 e 
OXtus amo oo Kal amo TaVTwY O€ aTOOTHO ETAL 7 
“ a aA A 
Odtiseus, OS GV Tats EvTOhats ov TOpEevoETAL TAVTALS. 
%taoi MF LLE: toxvv A 
95 aurq@ L2: avrots M A F: om. L! E 


96 r67ov M LL E: oixov A 
97 xupim A LL E: add 6e@ M 


304 


PARABLES 66 (VII) 


tions. And if he should endure the afflictions that come 
upon him, the one who created and empowered all things 
will be fully compassionate and bring him some healing. 
5. This will certainly happen if he sees that the heart of the 
one who repents is pure from every evil deed. And it is to 
your advantage, and to your household’, to be afflicted 
now. But why am I telling you so much? You must be 
afflicted, just as that angel of the Lord commanded, the 
one who delivered you over to me. Give the Lord thanks 
for this—for he considered you worthy to have the afflic- 
tion explained in advance, that by knowing about it in ad- 
vance you could endure it strongly.” 6. I said to him, “Lord, 
be with me and I will be able to endure every affliction.” “I 
will be with you,” he said. “And I will also ask the punishing 
angel to afflict you less severely. You will be afflicted for a 
brief time, and you will again be restored to your place. 
But continue by being humble, serving the Lord with a 
pure heart, you, your children, and your household; and 
proceed in my commandments, which I have given you, 
and your repentance will be able to be strong and pure. 
7. If you guard these matters, along with your household, 
every affliction will leave you. And affliction will leave 
everyone one who proceeds in these my commandments.” 
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Parable Eight 
67 (VIII.1) 


He showed me a willow tree that spread its shade out over 
plains and mountains; and all those who have been called 
by the name of the Lord came under the shadow of the wil- 
low. 2. A glorious angel of the Lord stood very tall beside 
the willow, holding a large pruning hook; and he was cut- 
ting branches off the willow and giving them to the people 
who were in its shade. He was giving them small sticks, 
about a foot and a half in length. 3. After everyone had re- 
ceived their sticks, the angel put away the pruning hook. 
And the tree was still as healthy as I had seen it before. 4. I 
began to marvel to myself, saying “How can this tree be 
healthy after having so many branches cut off?” The shep- 
herd said to me, “Do not marvel that this tree remains 
healthy after having so many branches cut off. But wait un- 
til you have seen everything and what it all means will be 
explained to you.” 5. The angel who had given the sticks to 
the people demanded them back from them again. They 
were called back to him in the order in which they had re- 
ceived them, and all of them handed over their sticks. The 
angel of the Lord took them and examined them. 6. From 
some he received sticks that were withered and eaten up, 
as if by a moth. The angel commanded those who gave him 
these kinds of sticks to stand to one side. 7. Others handed 
over withered sticks, but they were not moth-eaten; he 
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commanded these to stand to one side as well. 8. Others 
handed them over half withered. These also stood to the 
side. 9. Others handed over sticks that were half withered 
and split. These stood to the side. 10. Others handed over 
sticks that were green, but split. These stood to the side. 
11. Others handed over sticks that were half withered and 
half green. These stood to the side. 12. Others brought 
their sticks two parts green and the third part withered. 
These stood to the side. 13. Others handed over sticks that 
were two parts withered but the third part green. These 
stood to the side. 14. Others handed over their sticks that 
were almost entirely green, but a little part of their sticks 
was withered, at the end. But they were split. These stood 
to the side. 15. The sticks of others were just a little green, 
but the remaining parts of the sticks were withered. These 
stood to the side. 16. Others came carrying green sticks, as 
they had received them from the angel. The majority of 
the crowd handed over sticks like this. The angel was ex- 
tremely happy with these. And they stood to the side. 
17. Others handed over sticks that were green and bud- 
ding. They stood to the side, and the angel was extremely 
cheerful about these. 18. Others handed over sticks that 
were green and budding, but their buds seemed to be 
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bearing fruit. The men whose sticks were found like this 
were extremely cheerful. The angel rejoiced over them, 
and the shepherd was extremely cheerful with him about 
these. 


68 (VIITI.2) 


The angel of the Lord ordered crowns to be brought. And 
they were brought—crowns that appeared to be made of 
palm leaves. He crowned the men who had handed over 
the sticks that were budding with fruit, and he sent them 
off into the tower. 2. He also sent into the tower the ones 
who handed over sticks that were budding but bore no 
fruit, after giving them seals. 3. All those who went into the 
tower had the same clothing, white as snow. 4. And he sent 
off those who handed over their sticks green, as they had 
received them, after giving them white clothing and seals. 
5. When the angel finished doing these things, he said to 
the shepherd, “I am leaving. You should send the others in- 
side the walls, as each deserves to dwell there. But examine 
their sticks carefully and send them inside accordingly. 
Take care that no one escape your notice. If anyone does 
escape your notice,” he said, “I will put him to the test on 
the altar.” When he told the shepherd these things, he 
went away. 6. After the angel went away, the shepherd said 
to me, “Let’s take the sticks from all these people and plant 
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them, to see if any of them can live.” 7. I said to him, “Lord, 
how can these withered sticks live?” He answered me, 
“This tree is a willow, a very hardy species. If these sticks 
are planted and given a little moisture, many of them will 
live. And so, we should do our best and pour water around 
them. If any of them can live, I will rejoice together with 
them. But if it does not live, it will not be my fault.” 8. The 
shepherd ordered me to call each person in the order in 
which they were standing. They came, group by group, and 
handed their sticks to the shepherd. The shepherd took 
the sticks and planted them in their respective groups. 
When he had planted them he poured a good deal of water 
around them, so that the sticks could not be seen for the 
water. 9. After he watered the sticks he said to me, “Let us 
go and after a few days return to examine all these sticks. 
For the one who created this tree wishes all those who 
received branches from it to live. And I hope as well that 
the vast majority of these branches that have received 
moisture and been watered will live.” 


69 (VIII.3) 


I said to him, “Lord, explain this tree to me, because I am 
perplexed by it, since it is healthy even after having so 
many branches cut off it. It looks as though nothing at all 
were cut from it. That is why I am perplexed.” 2. “Listen,” 
he said, “this great tree that overshadows plains and moun- 
tains and the entire earth is the law of God that has been 
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given to the whole world. And this law is the Son of God 
who is proclaimed to the ends of the earth. The people un- 
der its shadow are those who have heard the proclamation 
and believed it. 3. But the great and glorious angel is Mi- 
chael, who has the authority over this people and guides it. 
For he is the one who gives them the law, in the hearts of 
those who believe. And so he watches over those to whom 
he has given the law, to see if they have kept it. 4. But you 
see the sticks that each of them has. The sticks are the law. 
Thus you see many of the sticks that have become useless. 
You will realize that these are all those who have not kept 
the law; and you will see where each one of them dwells.” 
5. I said to him, “Lord, why did he release some into the 
tower, but leave others for you?” “He left all those to my 
authority who transgressed the law they received from 
him,” he replied, “that they may repent. But he has kept 
under his own authority all those who have already de- 
lighted in the law and kept it.” 6. “Who, then, Lord,” I 
asked, “are the ones who are crowned and go into the 
tower?” He answered me, “The ones who are crowned are 
those who have wrestled with the devil and defeated him. 
These are the ones who have suffered for the sake of the 
law. 7. But the others who handed over their sticks green 
and budding, without fruit, were afflicted for the sake of 
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the law without suffering; and they did not deny their law. 
8. But those who handed over their sticks green, as they re- 
ceived them, are reverent and upright and have come a 
long way with a pure heart; and they have guarded the 
commandments of the Lord. But you will know about the 
rest when I examine these sticks that have been planted 
and watered.” 


70 (VIII.4) 


After a few days we came to the place and the shepherd sat 
in the place of the great angel; and I stood beside him. He 
said to me, “Put on a work apron and help me.” I put ona 
clean work apron made of sackcloth. 2. When he saw that 
I had put it on and was ready to help him, he said, “Call 
the men whose sticks were planted, in the order in which 
they handed over their sticks.” I went out into the plain 
and called everyone. They all stood, group by group. 3. He 
said to them, “Each of you is to pull up your own stick and 
bring it to me.” 4. The first group to hand them over were 
those whose sticks were withered and cut off; they were 
discovered still to be withered and cut off. He ordered 
these people to stand to the side. 5. Then those whose 
sticks were withered and not cut off handed them over; 
some of these handed over sticks that were green, but 
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some handed over sticks that were withered and cut off, as 
if moth-eaten. He ordered those with green sticks to stand 
to the side, and those with withered and cut-off sticks to 
stand with the first group. 6. Then those who had sticks 
that were half withered with splits handed them over; 
many of these handed over green sticks that had no splits; 
but some handed over sticks that were green and budding, 
with fruit in the buds, like the sticks of those who had been 
crowned and who went into the tower. Some handed over 
sticks that were withered and eaten; and some gave sticks 
that were withered and not eaten. Some handed over sticks 
that were half withered with splits. He ordered each of 
these to stand aside, some in their own groups, and others 
to the side. 
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Then those who had green sticks but with splits began 
handing them over; and all of these handed over sticks that 
were green. They then stood in their own group. And the 
shepherd was happy with these, because they had all been 
changed and lost their splits. 2. And those who had sticks 
that were half green and half withered handed them over; 
the sticks of some of these were found to be completely 
green, but some were half withered, others withered and 
eaten, and others green and budding. All these were sent 
off, each to his own group. 3. Then those who had sticks 
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that were two parts green but the third part withered 
handed them over. Many of these handed over green 
sticks, but many others handed over half withered sticks, 
and others sticks that were withered and eaten. All of these 
were sent off, each to his own group. 4. And others handed 
over the sticks that had been two parts withered and the 
third part green. Many of these handed over sticks that 
were half withered, but some handed over sticks that were 
withered and eaten, and some handed over sticks that were 
half withered and with splits. The smallest group handed 
over sticks that were green. All these stood in their own 
group. 5. And those who had green sticks that were just a 
little withered and with splits handed them over; some of 
these handed over sticks that were green, and others sticks 
that were green and budding; and these went away to their 
group. 6. Then those who had sticks that were just a little 
green and the rest withered handed them over. The sticks 
of most of these were found to be green, with buds and 
fruit in the buds; the others were entirely green. The shep- 
herd was extremely happy about these sticks, because they 
were found like this. And these people all went off to their 
own group. 


72 (VIII.6) 


After the shepherd examined everyone’s sticks, he said to 
me, “I told you that this tree is hardy. Do you see,” he said, 
“how many people have repented and been saved?” “I see, 
Lord,” I said. “This is that you may know,” he said, “that the 
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compassion of the Lord is great and glorious and that he 
has given his spirit to those worthy of repentance.” 2. “Why 
then is it Lord,” I asked, “that everyone does not repent?” 
He replied, “The Lord has given repentance to those 
whom he saw were about to become pure in heart and 
serve him from their whole heart. But he did not give it to 
those in whom he saw deceit and evil, or those who were 
about to repent hypocritically, lest they should once again 
blaspheme his law.” 3. I said to him, “Lord, now explain to 
me what kind of person each one is who gave back the 
sticks, and what their dwelling place is—so that those who 
have believed and received the seal, but broken it and not 
kept it intact, may hear and recognize their own deeds, and 
so repent, receive a seal from you, and glorify the Lord, be- 
cause he showed them mercy and sent you to renew their 
spirits.” 4. “Listen,” he said. “Those whose sticks were 
found to be withered and moth-eaten are apostates and 
betrayers of the church, who have blasphemed the Lord by 
their sins and become ashamed of the name of the Lord by 
which they were called. These have finally died to God. 
You see that not a single one of them has repented, even 
after hearing the words I commanded you to speak to 
them. Life has withdrawn from these. 5. And those who 
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handed over sticks that were withered but not rotten are 
near them. For they were hypocrites and advocates of 
other teachings, who turned the slaves of God aside, espe- 
cially the sinners, not allowing them to repent, but per- 
suading them by their foolish teachings. These then do 
have a hope of repentance. 6. You see that many of them 
repented when you told them my commandments. And 
they will still repent. All those who will not repent have de- 
stroyed their own lives. But all those who have repented 
have become good and dwell within the first walls; some 
have even ascended into the tower. You see, then,” he said, 
“that the repentance of sinners brings life; but failing to re- 


pent brings death. 
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“Listen now about those who gave over sticks that were 
half withered and had splits. Those whose sticks were half 
withered are doubleminded. For they are neither alive nor 
dead. 2. But those who have sticks that are half withered 
and with splits are both doubleminded and slanderers. 
They have no peace within themselves, but are always 
causing dissension. And repentance is appointed for 
them,” he said. “You see that some of them have already 
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repented. And there is still hope of repentance in them. 
3. And so,” he said, “all those who have repented have a 
dwelling place in the tower. All those who repent more 
slowly will dwell within the walls. But those who do not re- 
pent but remain in their deeds will certainly die. 4. Those 
who handed over their sticks green, but with splits, have al- 
ways been faithful and good; but they have a certain envy 
among themselves, wanting to attain preeminence and a 
measure of glory. All of these are foolish, competing with 
one another for preeminence. 5. But since all of them are 
good, they purified themselves and repented quickly when 
they heard my commandments. So their dwelling place is 
in the tower. But if any of them becomes a dissenter, he will 
be thrown out of the tower and lose his life. 6. Life belongs 
to everyone who keeps the Lord’s commandments. But 
there is nothing in these commandments about attaining 
preeminence or glory; instead, they are about a man’s pa- 
tience and humility. And so the life of the Lord is found in 
such people, but death is found in those who dissent and 
break the law. 
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“But those who handed over sticks half green and half 
withered are enmeshed in their business affairs and do not 
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cling to the saints; for this reason half of them are alive and 
the other half dead. 2. And so, many who have heard my 
commandments have repented. Whoever has repented 
will dwell in the tower. But some of them have fallen away 
once and for all. These, therefore, do not have repentance. 
For because of their business dealings they blasphemed 
the Lord and denied him. And so they have destroyed their 
lives by doing evil. 3. But many of them were double- 
minded. These still have a chance to repent, if they do so 
quickly; and they will dwell in the tower. But if they repent 
more slowly, they will dwell only within the walls. And if 
they do not repent, they too have destroyed their lives. 
4. But those who handed over sticks that were two parts 
green and the third part withered are the ones who have 
denied God with various denials. 5. And so, many of them 
have repented and gone to dwell in the tower. But many 
have fallen away from God once and for all and have, 
therefore, once and for all destroyed their lives. But some 
of them have been of two minds and have caused dissen- 
sion. There is still a chance for these to repent, if they re- 
pent quickly and do not remain in their passions. But if 
they continue to act in the same way, they too will bring 
death upon themselves. 
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“Those who handed over sticks that were two parts with- 
ered and the third part green are those who have been 
faithful, but who also have grown wealthy and maintained 
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a high standing among the outsiders. These have clothed 
themselves with great arrogance and become conceited; 
they have abandoned the truth and do not cling to those 
who are upright, but live with the outsiders. And this path 
has become very sweet to them. Still, they have not fallen 
away from God, but have remained in the faith, even 
though they do not do the works of faith. 2. And so many of 
these have repented, and their dwelling is in the tower. 
3. But others have taken up residence, once and for all, 
with the outsiders. These have fallen away from God by 
being borne along by the vanities of the outsiders and act- 
ing like them. And so these are counted among the outsid- 
ers. 4. Some of them were doubleminded and did not hope 
to be saved because of what they did. Others were 
doubleminded and created schisms among themselves. 
And so there is still repentance for these who have been 
double-minded in what they have done. But their repen- 
tance must come quickly if they are to live in the tower. For 
those who do not repent but remain in their pleasures, 
death is near. 


76 (VIII.10) 


“But those who handed over sticks that were green, with 
only the ends withered and split, have always been good, 
faithful, and glorious to God, but they have sinned a little 
because of the few desires they have, holding some petty 
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things against one another. But when they heard my words, 
most of them repented quickly, and their dwelling is in the 
tower. 2. Some of them were doubleminded, and some, 
being of two minds, caused greater dissensions. There is 
still a chance of repentance for these because they have 
been good at all times, and none of them will easily die 
[Greek obscure]. 3. Those who handed over sticks that 
were withered, and just a little green, are those who merely 
believed, while still acting in lawless ways. Still, they never 
fell away from God, and they bore his name gladly and 
gladly welcomed the slaves of God into their households. 
And so, once they heard about this repentance, they 
repented without hesitation and now accomplish every 
virtuous act of righteousness. 4. But some of them suffer 
and are gladly oppressed in full awareness of what they 
have done. All of these will therefore dwell in the tower.” 


77 (VIII.11) 


After he finished explaining all of the sticks, he said to me, 
“Go and tell everyone to repent and live for God. For the 
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Lord has shown his compassion by sending me to give re- 
pentance to all—even though some do not deserve to be 
saved because of what they have done. But since the Lord 
is patient, he wants everyone called through his Son to be 
saved.” 2. I said to him, “Lord, I hope that everyone who 
hears these words will repent. For I am convinced that 
everyone who realizes what he has done and fears God will 
repent.” 3. He answered me, “All who repent from their 
whole heart and cleanse themselves from the evil deeds 
mentioned before, without adding anything further to 
their sins, will be healed by the Lord for the sins they com- 
mitted before—so long as they are not of two minds about 
these commandments and live for God. But all who add 
to their sins and proceed in the desires of this age will 
condemn themselves to death. 4. But you, proceed in my 
commandments and you will live. And whoever proceeds 
in them and does good work will live to God.” 5. After he 
showed me these things and finished speaking, he said to 
me, “In a few days I will show you the rest.” 
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Parable Nine 
78 (IX.1) 


After I wrote the commandments and parables of the 
shepherd, the angel of repentance, he came to me and 
said, “I want to show you everything that the Holy Spirit 
showed you when he spoke with you in the form of the 
church; for that Spirit is the Son of God. 2. For since you 
were too weak in the flesh, these things were not explained 
to you by the angel. When, later, you were empowered 
through the Spirit and became strong, so that you could 
see the angel, then the building of the tower was explained 
to you by the church. You saw all things in a good and rev- 
erent way, as shown by the virgin. And now you are seeing 
by the angel’s help, through the same Spirit. 3. But you 
must observe all things more accurately with my help. This 
is why I was appointed by the glorious angel to dwell in 
your house, that you may see all things powerfully, without 
being frightened as you were earlier.” 4. And he led me out 
to Arcadia, to a certain mountain shaped like a breast, and 
he seated me on the peak of the mountain and showed 
me a great plain, with twelve mountains surrounding the 
plain, each mountain having its own appearance. 5. The 
first was black as soot. The second was barren, with no veg- 
etation. The third was full of thorns and thistles. 6. The 
fourth had plants that were half withered, green near the 
top but withered at the roots. And some of the plants with- 
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ered when the sun scorched them. 7. The fifth mountain 
was very rugged, but had green plants. The sixth mountain 
was completely full of rifts, some great and some small. 
There were plants in the rifts; the plants, however, were 
not flourishing but were wilted. 8. The seventh moun- 
tain had healthy plants and the entire mountain was flour- 
ishing, with every kind of animal and bird feeding on it. 
And the more the animals and birds grazed, the more the 
plants of the mountain thrived. The eighth mountain was 
full of springs, and every species of the Lord’s creation was 
drinking from them. 9. The ninth mountain had no water 
whatsoever and was a complete wasteland; on it were wild 
beasts and poisonous reptiles that were destroying people. 
The tenth mountain had great trees and was completely 
shaded; sheep were lying at rest under the shade of the 
trees, chewing the cud. 10. The eleventh mountain was 
fully covered with fruit-bearing trees laden with various 
kinds of fruit, so that anyone who saw those trees would 
want to eat their fruit. And the twelfth mountain was com- 
pletely white, with a cheerful appearance, a mountain ex- 
tremely attractive in and of itself. 


79 (IX.2) 


In the middle of the plain he showed me an enormous 
white rock that had sprung up out of the plain. The rock 
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was higher than the mountains, square-shaped, large 
enough to hold the entire world. 2. That rock was ancient, 
and had a gate chiseled into it. But the chiseling of the gate 
appeared recent to me. And the gate shone brighter than 
the sun, so that I was amazed at its radiance. 3. Around 
the gate stood twelve virgins. The four who stood at the 
corners seemed particularly glorious to me (although the 
others were also glorious); these stood at the four sides of 
the gate, each of them with two virgins between them. 
4. They were clothed in linen tunics and beautifully belted; 
their right shoulders were uncovered, as if they were about 
to lift a burden. Thus they were prepared; and they were 
exceedingly cheerful and eager. 5. After I had observed 
these things I began to marvel at the great and glorious 
things I was seeing. And I became perplexed again at the 
virgins, because even though they were delicate, they 
stood like men, as if they were about to lift up the entire 
sky. 6. And the shepherd said to me, “Why are you debating 
within yourself and perplexed, causing yourself grief? Do 
not try to comprehend what is beyond your power, as if you 
could understand, but ask the Lord for the understanding 
necessary to comprehend these things. 7. You cannot see 
what lies behind you; but you do see what lies ahead. And 
so, let go of what you cannot see and do not bother yourself 
about it. But exercise mastery over what you do see, with- 
out being overly inquisitive about the rest. I will explain to 
you everything I show you. Consider now the rest.” 
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GVOpES OiKOOOMELY ETAVW THS TETPAS TUpPYoV Td. AV 

‘\ , / A 3 “A 5) , A ) / 
d€ péyas OdpuBos tav avdpav éxeivwv TOV éyndrvO6- 
TWV OLKOOOLELY TOV TUPYOV, WOE KAKEL TEPLTPEXOVTOV 

, “ , if XN , ¢ “A ‘\ 
KUKA@ THS TUANS: 2. at b€ TapHévor EaTHKVLAL TEpt 
THV TUANY EEyov Tots avdpac. a7Eevdev!®™ oiKodo- 
penOjnvat Tov mUpyov. éexTreTETAKELT AY O€ TAS YELPAS at 

/ e la , / XN a > 
mapOévor ws péANovao-al Te Aap Pave Tapa TaV av- 
dpav. 3. ot dé &€€ advdpes exédXevov ex BvOo0d Twos 
NiBovs avaBaivew Kai Umdyew Eis THY OiKOOOMHV TOU 

, B) , \ / , , , 
mupyov. avéBnoav dé diMor U TeTpaywvor apmTpoi, 
py! NeMatounpévor. 4. of b€ EE AvdpEs Exadovy TAS 

, XN 5 , 5 \ XN , , 
mapOévouvs Kat exéXevoayv avTas Tovs AUouvs TaVTas 
TOUS MéANOVTAS Eis THY OLKOOOLTY UTAYELW TOU TUpyoU 

, ‘\ 7 ‘\ “A , \ 93 

Baoralew kat dvatropever Oar dia THS TUANS, Kal ém- 

, La) 3 , “A 7 b) la) \ 
duddvar Tots avdpdou Tots wéAAOVELW OiKOdOMELY TOV 

, e ‘\ 7 ‘\ / , ‘\ 

mupyov. 5. at b€ wapbévor tovs d€xa iMouvs Tovs 

, ‘\ ) A “A 3 / > , 
Tpa@tovs Tovs ek Tov Bvbov avaBarvtas émeriPovy 
adAnAats Kat KaTa Eva AiGov EBaoralov opod. 
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80 (IX.3) 


I saw six tall and glorious men coming, who all looked 
alike. And they called a great multitude of men. Those who 
were coming were also tall men, very beautiful, and strong. 
The six men commanded them to build a tower upon the 
rock. There was a great disturbance among those men who 
had come to build the tower, as they were running back 
and forth around the gate. 2. The virgins who were stand- 
ing beside the gate began telling the men to hurry and 
build the tower. And the virgins stretched out their hands 
as if they were about to take something from the men. 
3. The six men ordered stones to come up out of a great 
depth for the building of the tower. Ten stones came up, 
square, bright, and unhewed. 4. The six men called the 
virgins and ordered them to lift all the stones that were 
about to appear for the building of the tower, then to pass 
through the gate and give them to the men who were about 
to build it. 5. The virgins took the first ten stones that came 
up from the depths and loaded them on one another; and 
they were carrying them in unison, like a single stone /Or: 
one stone at a time]. 
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Kafas b€ éotabynoav 6uov Kikh@ THS TUANS, OVTWS 
3 7 e “A \ 95 \ e \ \ 
éBaoralov at dSoxovoa Suvatai €ivat, Kal UT TAS 
yovias Tov AUMouv UrodeduKvia Hoav: at dé dau €K 
A A “A , e , XN 4 
TOV TAEVPGV TOV AiPov VrodEdVKELTAY, Kal OUTWS 
, , A 
éBaoralov mavtas Tovs AiPovs: dua dé THS TVANS 
A ) , \ > , \ 3 , 
du€dhepov avtovs, KaOws éxedevoOnoar, Kai émedidovv 
Tots avopaow Eis TOV TUpyov: éxEelvou bE EXOVTES TOUS 
Niovs!™ @Koddpmovv. 2. 7 oikodopy Sé€ Tod TUpyou 
EyEVETO ETL THV TETPAY THY MEYAANHVY Kal ETAVW THS 
/ ¢e / ¢e , , 3 A \ 93 , 
mvAS. HpwOcOnoav ot U ALMoL Exetvot, Kai évéeTANO-AV 
4 \ , \ 93 , 3 A 172 A 4 A 
OANV THV TETPAV. Kal EyYEVvoVTO Exetvou!”? Dewedtos THS 
A A , XN , \ , 4) 
OiKOOOUNS TOU TUpyov. 7H S€ TéTPA Kal HY TVAN HV 
, v4 \ , \ \ \ , 
Baoralovoa ddov Tov mvpyov. 3. peta 5€ TOVS Lt 
A A 4 , \ 
hiPovs ddXou avéBnoay ex TOU BvO0d Ke ™ AiPou Kat 
ovTo. NpudoaOyncav eis THY oiKodopyAY TOD TUpyou, 
Baoralopevor U0 Tov Tapévav Kadas Kat ot TpOTeE- 
\ \ ? 3 7 / \ « ¢ , 
pot. wera S€ TovTOvs avéBnoav he Kal OVTOL Opoiws 
nppocOncav eis TOV TUpyov. pEeTa OE TOUTOUS ETEPOL 
3 , , , \ «@ 4 > / ) 
avéBnoav diPor pw Kat obToL TavTEes EBAYHONCAY Ets 
N A , - A , 
THV OLKOOOLHV TOU TUpPyou: EyEVOVTO OVY DTOLXOL TEG- 
> A , A , 174 \ > , 
aapes ev Tots Oeediors TOU mUpyov.!"4 4. Kat emrav- 
3 “A A 3 7 3 / \ \ 
aavto €k Tov BvOov avaBaivovtes: émavaavTo O€ Kat 
¢e 3 A 7 XN 4 > / ¢ a 
OL OKOOOMODYTES puLKpOV. Kal TaAW éméTa€av ot EE 
7 “A / aA +S 3 “A 3 / , 
avopes TO TAHOE TOV GyAov Ex TOV Gpéwv TapadepEv 
NiOovs eis THY oikodouHY TOD TUpyov. 5. TapEehépovTo 
OUV EK TAVTWY TOV GpewY KpOaLs ToLKiNats EAATO- 


394 


PARABLES 81 (IX.4) 


81 (IX.4) 


The strong-looking virgins carried the stone by getting up 
under its corners, standing in the same formation as they 
were around gate; and the others got up under the sides of 
the stone. That is how they carried all the stones. They 
brought them through the gate, just as they were ordered, 
and handed them over to the men in the tower. Once the 
men had the stones, they began to build. 2. The tower was 
built on the enormous rock and above the gate. Those ten 
stones were fit together and filled the entire rock. And they 
became a foundation for the building of the tower. The 
rock and the gate were supporting the entire tower. 3. Af- 
ter the ten stones, another twenty-five stones came up 
from the depths. And these were fit into the building of the 
tower, carried by the virgins like the earlier ones. After 
these, thirty-five came up; these were likewise fit into the 
tower. After these another forty came up; all these were 
also placed in the building of the tower. And so there were 
four tiers in the foundations of the tower. 4. The stones 
stopped coming up from the depths, and those who were 
doing the building also stopped for a while. Then the six 
men again issued orders for the multitude of the crowd to 
bring stones from the mountains for the building of the 
tower. 5. And so stones of various colors were brought from 
the mountains, hewn by men and given over to the virgins. 
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/ e ‘\ lay > “A XN 3 4 “ 
LNMEevot UTO TOV avdpaV Kal émEdiOOVYTO Tals Tap- 
, e \ 4 vA b) “\ \ ~ , 
Bévous: ai 6€ mapbévor dédepov adrovds dia THS TUANS 
\ 93 4 > \ > XN “ 4 \ & 
Kal €EOLOOUY Els THV OLKOOOMHV TOV TUpyov. Kal 6TAV 
) ‘\ ) ‘\ 5) / e 4 e / 4 
eis THY OiKOOOp HY éTEONo-aY Ot AiMOL OF TOLKiAOL, 6jLOL- 
/ ‘\ ‘\ XN EY 
ou €ye€vovTo hevKOL Kat TAS XpOas TAS TpOTEpas TA- 
haocov. 6. tives 5€ AiPou EedidovTo UT TOV aVdpaV 
5) ‘\ > / N\ > > 4 4 b) > 
eis THY OiKOOOLHY, Kal OvK éyivovTo Napmpoi, GA 
@ , A 5 5 \ 
oiou ereOnoav, ToLovTOL Kal HoaVv: ov yap Hoav amo 
“A 4 “ 
tov Taplévwv émidedopévoe ovde!® Sia THS TUANS 
/ « 4 A S 
Tapevnveypevor.!® obrou ovV ot AiPou ampETEts HOA 
> A > A A 4 3 \ e oa / 
€v TH OlKOOOLH TOU TUpyov. 7. ELdov bE€ ot EE dVvdpeEs 
N\ 4 , A “A A 
tous hiMovs tovTouvs amperets ev TH OiKodopyH Kal 
4 ‘N “~ N A 
ex€Nevoav avtovs apOynvar kat amevexOjvat KaTw Eis 
N eA 4 v4 > / N 4 “a 
TOV LOLov TOTOV GOEv HvEXOnoav. 8. Kal Kéyouct Tots 
> 4 “A 4 ‘\ 4 4 e “A 
avopact Tots Tapeudepovart TOs hiMous: Grws vpEts 
N > 4 > N > \ 4 4 \ > 
py EmiOldote eis THV oiKodouny AiPovs: TiMEeTE SE ad- 
‘\ \ \ 4 a ¢ 4 \ ~ 4 
TOUS TAPG TOV TUPYoV, iva at TapHEvor dia THS TUANS 
TApEveyKWOW AVTOVS Kal ETLOLO@OW Eis THV OiKO- 
4 aN 4 4 177 N “A “A “A 4 
douny. €av yap, daciv,!” dua TaV xELp@v TaV TapHE- 
vwv TOUTWY pn SLEvVEeXO@ou Sia THS TUANS, TAS YpOas 
avTav ahrdEat od SUvavtat: ft) KoTLATE OV, haciv,!8 
Eig MATHV. 


82 (IX.5) 


N\ 3 / > / “A ¢ 7 e > 4 > > 
Kai éredéo On éxeivy TH NMEpa 1 OiKOdOLN, OVK aT- 

4 N e 4 4 N 4 > 
ereheo On dé 6 TUpyos: Evedde yap madw EoLKo- 
5 A A . > * Oe > , 179 “A > o a 
oueto0au eyeveTo O€ avoxyyn tis!” THS OLtKOOOLNS. 
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The virgins carried them through the gate and gave them 
over for the building of the tower. When the various stones 
were placed in the building, they changed their former 
colors and all alike became white. 6. But some of the stones 
were instead given over by the men for the building; these 
did not become bright but remained as they were when 
placed in the building. For they were not given over by the 
virgins nor carried through the gate. And so these stones 
were not suitable for the building of the tower. 7. The six 
men saw these stones that were not suitable for the tower 
and ordered them to be removed and carried back down to 
the place from which they had been brought. 8. They said 
to the men who were bringing in the stones, “You must not 
hand over any of the stones for the building of the tower 
yourselves. But place them next to the tower, that the vir- 
gins may carry them through the gate and hand them over 
for the building. For if they are not carried through the 
gate by the hands of the virgins,” they said, “they cannot 
change their colors. And so,” they said, “do not labor in 
vain. 


82 (IX.5) 


The building was finished on that day, but the tower was 
not completed, for it was still to have some construction 
done on it, and there was a delay in the building. The six 
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3 7 ‘\ > ‘\ ead + ‘\ 3 “a 
éxéXevoray € avTovs ot €€ AVvdpEs TOUS OiKOdomovYTAS 
avaxwpnoa. Kat woet!89 dvaranvas'8! tats d€ map- 
, “A , la , 
Oévois énétra€av amd Tov TUpyov LH avaxwpetv. €OdKEL 
, la lal 
d€ wo. Tas Tapbévous KaTaherethOar Tov dvrAdowew 
Tov TUpyov. 2. pera O€ TO GVAaXYWPHOaL TaVTAS Kal 
avaTranvar héyw T@ Touméve: Ti OTL, HyNpt, KUpLE, OV 
/ e€ > \ “a , + , 
ovuveTedéoOyn 7 oiKodou“y TOU TUpyov; OovTH, Pyoi, 
/ 3 ~ ¢€ 7 aN \ + e 
dvvatat amoTeh\eoOynvar 6 TUpyos, é€av py EON O 
, “~ © 
KUPLOS AUTOU Kat SoKLLACY THY OiKOdOMHY TAUTHY, LvaO 
+> 7 / ‘\ e a“ > , > , 
éav tives AiPor Gampot evpeOdaw, adAAGEN avTods: 
\ \ ‘\ > , 7 > “ e , 
Tpos yap TO ékelvov OédAynpa oikodopetrar 6 TUPYos. 
3 nO r / / 7 “~ ? “ , 
. HOedov, dypl, KVpLE, TOVTOV TOV TUPYOU YyYavas Tt 
‘\ v4 ‘\ “ \ , 
ECTLVY 1 OLKOOOLY GUTH, Kal TEPL THS TETPAS KaL TUANS 
“ , ‘\ “~ ‘\ ~ / fa) 
Kal TOV Opéwv Kal TOV TapOévwr, Kai TOV ALBwY TaV 
fa) “ 4 \ XN , 
éx TOU BvOov avaBeByKoTwv Kai wy hEeAATOMYPEVOL, 
> > 4 > , > ‘\ > / ‘\ , 
GXN’ ovtws ate Oovtwv eis THY OiKOdomNHD. 4. Kat Stati 
mpa@tov eis TA Oepédrra v’ AiBou ErEONoar, eita Ke ,'®? 
icy , s , \ N\ A , A > 
eiTa NE, €lTa WM, Kal TEDL TOV ALWwV T@V aTrEAHAD- 
, > \ ) ‘\ XN 4 > , ‘\ > 
Odtwv is THY OikodopnY Kat TAAL HPpéevwv Kat Ets 
TOTOV LOLOV ATrOTEHELLEVWY TEDL TAVTWY TOUTWY aVa- 
, 
TAVGOV THV WUXHV OV, KUPLE, KAL YVMPLOOV [LOL AVTA. 
4 ? ? “ / , 
5. €av, dnoi, KevdaTrovoos py evpeOys, Tavta yvocn. 
3 > , ‘\ ¢ ? > la > , ‘\ ‘\ 
per OAtyas yap Huépas éX\evodpcOa évOade, Kat Ta 
\ 0 \ 3 ? “A , , ‘\ , 
houTra OWer TA ETEPKXOMEVA TH TUPYW TOVTM Kat TATAS 
‘\ ‘\ b) “ 7 \ > > , 
Tas TtapaPoXdas axpiBas yvooy. 6. Kat per OdLyas 
¢ , ” > \ , e ‘ 
nuépas HAPopev eis TOV TOTOV ov KEexabikapev, Kat 
éyer pou Aywpev Tapa TOV TUpyov oO yap avlévTns 
“ , BY “A > 
TOU TUPyoU EPXETAL KATAVOHOAL aUTOV. Kat THAPopEDV 
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men ordered those who had been building it to leave and 
get some rest. But they commanded the virgins not to 
leave the tower. It seemed to me that the virgins stayed to 
guard the tower. 2. After everyone had left to find some 
rest, I said to the shepherd, “Why is it, Lord, that the build- 
ing of the tower has not been completed?” “The tower 
cannot be finished,” he replied, “until its lord comes and 
examines the building, so that if some of the stones are 
found to be rotten he can change them. For the tower is 
built because of his will.” 3. “I want to know, Lord,” I said, 
“what the building of this tower is, and about the rock and 
gate and the mountains and the virgins, and about the 
stones that have come up from the depths without being 
hewed, but have come in this way for the building. 4. And 
why first the ten stones were placed for the foundation, 
then twenty-five, then thirty-five, then forty, and about the 
stones that came into the tower but then were removed 
and taken to their own place. Put my soul to rest about all 
these matters, Lord, and explain them to me.” 5. “If it turns 
out that your interests are not simply frivolous,” he replied, 
“you will come to understand everything. For after a few 
days we will come back here, and you will see the rest of 
what is to happen to this tower, and you will understand all 
these parables accurately.” 6. After a few days we came to 
the place where we had been sitting, and he said to me, 
“Let us go to the tower. For the ruler of the tower is coming 
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\ \ , Nc 3 ‘\ > \ b) N > \ 
TpOs TOV TUPYOV: Kal OAws OVOELs HY TPOS AUVTOV EL LH 
at mapbévor povar. 7. Kat éTEepwTa O TOLULHVY TAS 

, + nw , 
mapbévovs et apa Tapayeyover 6 SeaTOTHS TOU TUP- 
e \ a4 / b) ‘\ + 
yov. at d€ édnoay pédX\ew avTov EpyecOar KaTa- 


A 4 
VOT AL THV OLKOOOLND. 


83 (IX.6) 


Kai idov pera puxpov Bréxw mapataéw ToAd@v av- 
dpav épxopévov: Kal eis TO METOV AVHP Tis VibNAOS TO 
A 4 ‘\ , ¢ , N\ e a 
peyeOe, wate TOV TUpyov UmEpévev. 2. Kal ot EE 
+ e 3 N > N\ 5 wn b) “~ ‘\ 
GVOpES Ot Eis THV OiKOdOpHY éedherTaTes Ex SEEL@V Kat 
A , > A N 
APLOTEPOV TEPLETATNOAV [LET AUTO, KAL TAVTES OL ELS 
‘ bd aA > \ 
THY OiKOOOLHY epyacdmEevor MET GAUTOU Yoav, Kal 
co \ , 3 A ec \ , e 
ETEpoL TOANOL KUKAW avTOD EvdoEot. at b€ TapHEvor ai 
A N , “ 4 
THpovcat TOV TUpPyov mpoadpapovoa. KaTediAnoav 
BY ~ lay , ~ 
avTOV, Kal NpEavTo eyyUs aVTOU TEPLTATELY KUKN@ TOU 
, 4 Neos 3 XN > lay ‘\ > 4 ‘\ 
mupyov. 3. Katevder b€ 6 AVP ExElvos THV OiKOObEHY 
wn JA \ aw 
axpiBas, wate avtov Kal’ Eva hiMov Wynradav. Kpa- 
~ , ¢ 7 “ XN \ 4 4 “ 
Tov O€ Twa paBdov TH xELpt Kata Eva hifov TeV 
b) } , \ 7 183 \ @ b) , 
@KOOOLN LEVY TpLs ETUTTE.'83 4, Kat OTAV ETATAT CED, 
3 4 b) “ 7 e N\ 3 4 \ \ 
€yeévovTo avTa@v Ties PéAaves woe do BOAN, TWes SE 
> 4 \ \ XN 54 N N\ 
éswpiakores, Tives € TKLT MAS ExoVTES, TUVES O€ KOXO- 
4 \ \ BA ‘\ a 4 N \ 
Bot, tTuvés d€ ovTE EvKOL OUTE péENQVES, TIVES d€ Tpa- 
wn N \ la) “A ¢ 4 / N N\ 
KEls KaL 17) TVUwWVODdVTES TOLS ETEpots iPots, TLVEs BE 
‘ 2 ec > , 
omihous TOANOUS EXOVTES' AUTAL HOaV at ToLKidtaL 
wn , wn wn e , 3 XN 5 4 
TOV NOwY TOV CaTpav edpeHévtwr Eis THY OiKOOOpHD. 
5. éxéhevorev OV TAVTAS TOUTOUS EK TOU TUPYoU [LET- 
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to examine it.” We came to the tower, and there was no one 
beside it except the virgins. 7. The shepherd asked the vir- 
gins if the master of the tower had arrived. They replied 
that he was about to come to examine the building. 


83 (IX.6) 


And look! After a short while I saw a large company of men 
coming. In their midst was a man so tall that he rose above 
the tower. 2. The six men who were in charge of the build- 
ing walked along with him on his right side and left; and 
everyone who had been working on the building was with 
him, with many other glorious people all around. The vir- 
gins who were keeping watch over the tower ran up and 
kissed him, and they started walking near him around the 
tower. 3. That man examined the building carefully, touch- 
ing each stone, one by one. He took a rod in his hand and 
struck each and every stone of the building three times. 
4. When he hit them, some became black as soot, some 
became rough, some developed cracks, some were broken 
off, and some were neither white nor black; some became 
uneven and did not fit with the other stones, and some de- 
veloped numerous stains. These were the various kinds of 
rotten stones found in the building. 5. And so he ordered 
all these to be taken out of the tower and placed next to it, 
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aA “a 4 
evexOnvar kat TEOQVaL Tapa TOV TUPyoV, Kal ETEpOUS 
> “ / N\ > A 3 N\ 4 3 
évexOnvar ious Kat EuBANOAvar eis TOV TOTOV av- 
Tov. 6. Kat EmNpwTYNTAY avTOV OL OiKOOOMOUITES, EK 
Tivos 6pous Oédeu EvexOjvar NiBovs Kat EuBANOHVaL 
EiS TOV TOTOV GUT@V. KAL EK MEV TOV OPEWV OVK EK- 
/ 3 “A > 4 4 > ‘\ 54 
édevoev EvexOjvar, ex 5€ TOS TEdiov eyyvds 6VYTOS 
> / > A N b 4 N\ , N\ 
éxéXevoev evexOnvar. 7. Kat wpvyn TO Tediov, Kal 
e / / XN 4 \ N\ N 
evpéOnoav iPor apmpot TeTpaywvor, Tes SE Kal 
, (v4 , cy , > TaN , 
OTpoyyvro. doo. S€ TOoTE Hoav AiMou ev TO TEdiD 
3 / 4 b) / N\ N\ “A , 5) 
éxeiv@, TaVTES HvEXOnoAaY, Kat dua THS TUANS éBa- 
/ e N “A , \ 93 , e 
otalovto u7d Tav Tapbévwr. 8. Kat EXaTopnOynoayv ot 
4 / ‘\ 3 , > N\ 4 “A 
TeTpaywvor Woe Kat éeréOnoav Eis TOV TOTOY TOV 
b 4 e \ , > > 4 > N\ 
NpMEevwv ot 6€ oTpoyyvAou ovK éTéOycar eis THY 
) 4 4 ‘\ 95) > N lal 
oikoOopyy, OTL OKANPOL Hoay eis TO aTouNnOHvaL 
> 4 N Ys > , 184 > 44) be N\ N\ 
avTous, kai Bpadéws éyéveto.!% éréOnoav O€ Tapa TOV 
4 e 4 3 “A “A N\ , 
TUpyov, ws MeANOVTWY avT@V haTopeto Oar Kal TiOe- 
3 \ > / 4 ‘\ , 4% 
cba. eis THY OikodopyY: iav yap Aapmpoi Hoav. 
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A 5 , e o> A ec \ , 
Tatra ovv ovrtedkécas 6 avnp 6 évdo€os Kal KUpLos 
‘4 wn 4 XN 4 N 
OOV TOV TUpyou TPO eEKANET ATO TOV TTOLMLEVA, KQL 

4 3 wn XN 4 4 N\ XN XN 
TApeOWKEV AUT@ TOvS ALOoUS TaVTAS TOUS Tapa TOV 
rd A 
TUpPYOV KELpLevous, TOUS aTOBEBAN[LEVOUS EK THS OLKO- 
wn XN Aw A N\ 
dons, Kat héyer adT@: 2. émipeh@s Kaldpicov Tovs 
4 , XN XN > XN 3 XN 3 N\ nw 
NiOovs TovTovs Kat Des adtovs eis THV OiKOdOMHY TOU 
a N\ nw n~ N\ 
TUpyov, TOUS Ovvaplévovs apuooat Tots NouTrots: TOUS 
N 4 aw aA 7 
d€ uy appydlovtas pibov paKpav amd Tov TUpyov. 
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and other stones to be brought and put in their place. 
6. The builders asked him from which mountain he wanted 
the replacement stones to be brought. He ordered them 
not to be brought from the mountains, but from a plain 
nearby. 7. The plain was dug up, and bright square stones 
were found, along with some that were rounded. All the 
stones that were in that plain were brought and carried 
through the gate by the virgins. 8. The square stones were 
hewed and used to replace the ones that had been re- 
moved. But the round stones were not placed in the build- 
ing, because they were too hard to hew and it took a long 
time. But they were placed beside the tower, because they 
were about to be hewed and placed in the building. For 
they were very bright. 


84 (IX.7) 


When the glorious man, the lord of the entire tower, had 
finished these things, he called to the shepherd and deliv- 
ered over to him all the stones that were lying beside the 
tower, which had been thrown out from the building. He 
said to him, 2. “Clean these stones carefully and place the 
ones that can be fit together with the rest in the building of 
the tower; but those that do not fit cast far away from the 
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tower.” 3. When he ordered the shepherd to do these 
things he went away from the tower with everyone who 
had come; but the virgins stood around the tower to watch 
over it. 4. I said to the shepherd, “How can these stones 
that have not passed muster go back into the tower?” He 
answered me, “Do you see these stones?” “Yes, I see them, 
Lord,” I said. “I will hew most of these stones,” he said, 
“and place them in the building, and they will fit with 
the other stones.” 5. “How, Lord,” I asked, “can they be 
trimmed to fill the same spot?” He answered me, “All 
those that are found to be small will be placed in the mid- 
dle of the building; but those that are large will be placed 
facing outward to provide them with support.” 6. Having 
told me these things he said to me, “Let us go and after 
two days return to wash these stones and place them in 
the building. For everything around the tower must be 
cleaned, lest the master come suddenly and find that it is 
dirty around the tower and be provoked; and these stones 
then will not go into the building of the tower and I will 
seem careless to the master.” 7. After two days we came to 
the tower and he said to me, “Let’s examine all the stones 
and see which ones can go into the building.” I replied to 
him, “Yes, Lord, let’s examine them.” 
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We began by examining the black stones, and found them 
to be just as they were when they were placed outside the 
building. The shepherd ordered them to be carried out 
and removed from the tower. 2. Then he examined those 
that had a rough surface; and he took and hewed many of 
these, and ordered the virgins to take them and place them 
in the building. The virgins took them and placed them in 
the building, in the middle of the tower. He ordered the 
rest to be put with the black stones because they were also 
black. 3. Then he began to examine the ones that had 
cracks. He hewed many of these and ordered them to be 
brought into the building by the virgins. They were placed 
facing outward, because they were especially strong. But 
the rest could not be hewed because they had too many 
cracks; so they were cast away from the building of the 
tower. 4. Then he began to examine the ones that were bro- 
ken off. Many of them were found to be black, and some 
had developed great cracks. He ordered these to be set 
with those that had been cast out. But after he cleaned and 
hewed most of these, he ordered them to be placed inside 
the building. The virgins took these and fit them in the 
middle of the building of the tower, because they were 
rather weak. 5. Then he began to examine the stones that 
had been half white and half black. Many of these were 
found to be black. He ordered them to be taken away with 
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those that had been cast out. But all the rest were taken by 
the virgins. And since they were white, they were fit by the 
virgins themselves into the tower. But they were placed 
facing outward, because they were sound and able to sup- 
port those in the middle. For nothing at all was broken off 
from them. 6. Then he began to examine the stones that 
were rugged and hard. A few of these were cast away be- 
cause they could not be hewed, for they were extremely 
hard. But the rest were hewed and taken by the virgins and 
fit into the middle of the building of the tower. For they 
were somewhat weak. 7. Then he began to examine the 
stones that had stains; a few of these had turned black and 
were cast out with the others. But most of them were 
found to be bright and sound; these were fit into the 
building by the virgins. They were placed facing outward 
because of their considerable strength. 


86 (IX.9) 


Then he came to examine the stones that were white 
and rounded, and he said to me, “What should we do 
with these stones?” “How would I know, Lord?” I replied. 
“Then don’t you notice anything about them?” 2. “I don’t 
have the right skill, Lord,” I said. “I am not a stone mason 
and do not understand.” “Don’t you see that they are ex- 
tremely rounded?” he asked. “And if I want to make them 
square, I will have to cut a good deal away from them? But 
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some of them must be placed in the building.” 3. “If so, 
Lord,” I said, “why create such a burden for yourself? Why 
not simply pick the ones you want for the building and fit 
them into it?” So he chose the biggest and brightest among 
them and hewed them. And the virgins took them and fit 
them into the outer parts of the building. 4. The others, 
which were left over, were taken and set in the plain from 
which they had been brought. But they were not cast away, 
“because,” he said, “there is still a small portion of the 
tower yet to be built, and the Master of the tower wants 
these stones to be fit into the building, since they are so 
bright.” 5. Twelve women were called, extremely beautiful 
in appearance, dressed in black, belted, with uncovered 
shoulders and loose hair. These women seemed wild to 
me. The shepherd ordered them to remove the stones 
that had been cast out from the building and to take them 
away to the mountains from which they had been brought. 
6. They cheerfully took all the stones and carried them 
away to return them to the place from which they had been 
removed. After all the stones and been taken away and 
there were no more stones around the tower, the shepherd 
said to me, “Let us go around the tower to make sure there 
is no defect in it.” And I went around with him. 7. When 
the shepherd saw that the tower was beautifully built, he 
was extremely cheerful. The tower was so built that I mar- 
veled at the construction. For it was built as if it came from 
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a solitary stone, without a single joint. The stone seemed to 
be chiseled out from the rock; for it looked like a monolith 
to me. 


87 (IX.10) 


As I walked with him I was cheerful, seeing such good 
things. And the shepherd said to me, “Go and bring some 
lime and a small pottery sherd, so that I can fill in the 
impressions left by the stones that were taken away and 
placed in the building. For the entire area around the 
building of the tower must be made level.” 2. I did just as 
he ordered and brought the materials to him. “Help me,” 
he said, “and the work will soon be finished.” Then he filled 
up the impressions left by the stones that had gone away 
into the building and he ordered the area around the tower 
swept and made clean. 3. The virgins took brooms and 
swept; they took all the refuse out from the tower, and they 
sprinkled water around. The area of the tower became 
bright and very beautiful. 4. The shepherd said to me, “Ev- 
erything is clean. If the lord comes to inspect the tower, he 
will not be able to blame us for anything.” When he said 
these things he wanted to leave. 5. But I grabbed hold of 
his bag and began pleading with him by the Lord to explain 
what he had shown me. He said to me, “I am too busy just 
now; but soon I will explain everything to you. Wait for me 
here until J return.” 6. I said to him, “Lord, what am I to do 
here by myself?” “You are not by yourself,” he said, “for 
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these virgins are with you.” “Then hand me over to their 
care,” I said. The shepherd called them and said to them, 
“I am putting this one in your care until I return.” Then he 
went away. 7. I was alone with the virgins. But they were 
very cheerful and treated me well, especially the four who 
were so glorious. 


88 (IX.11) 


The virgins said to me, “The shepherd is not coming back 
today.” “What then will I do?” I asked. “Wait for him till 
this evening,” they replied. “Ifhe comes, he will speak with 
you; if he does not come, you will stay with us here until he 
does.” 2. I said to them, “I will wait for him till this evening; 
but if he does not come, I will go home and return early in 
the morning.” But they answered me, “You have been 
handed over to us; you cannot leave us.” 3. “But where 
then will I stay?” I asked. “You will sleep with us,” they re- 
plied, “but as a brother, not a husband. For you are our 
brother, and we will be living with you from now on be- 
cause we love you so much.” But I was embarrassed to stay 
with them. 4. Then the one who appeared to be their 
leader began to kiss me and hold me in her arms. When the 
others saw her holding me, they also began to kiss me, 
leading me around the tower and playing with me. 5. It was 
as if I were young again, and I began also to play with them. 
For some of them were prancing, others dancing, and 
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others singing. But I was keeping silent, walking around 
the tower with them, feeling happy to be with them. 
6. When evening came I wanted to go home. They did not 
let me, but kept me there. And I spent the night with them, 
sleeping beside the tower. 7. For the virgins spread their 
linen tunics on the ground and had me lie down in their 
midst; and they were doing nothing at all, except praying. I 
was praying with them constantly, no less than they. The 
virgins were glad that I was praying like this. And I stayed 
there with them till eight o’clock the next morning. 8. Then 
the shepherd arrived and said to the virgins, “Have you 
mistreated [Or: dishonored] him in any way?” “Ask him,” 
they replied. “Lord,” I said, “I was glad to stay with them.” 
“What did you have for dinner?” he asked. “All night long, 
Lord,” I replied, “I dined on the words of the Lord.” “Did 
they receive you well?” he asked. “Yes, Lord,” I replied. 
9. “Now,” he said, “what do you want to hear first?” “Just as 
you informed me from the beginning, Lord,” I replied, “I 
would like you to show me whatever I ask about.” “I will ex- 
plain just as you wish,” he said, “and hide nothing at all 
from you.” 


89 (IX.12) 


“First of all, Lord,” I said, “show me this: what are the rock 
and the gate?” “This rock and the gate,” he said, “are the 
Son of God.” “Why, Lord,” I asked, “is the rock ancient but 
the gate new?” “Listen, you fool,” he said, “and under- 
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stand. 2. The Son of God is older than all his creation, and 
so he became the Father's counselor for his creation. That 
is why the rock is ancient.” “But why is the gate new, 
Lord?” I asked. 3. “Because,” he said, “he has been re- 
vealed in the last days of its completion. This is why the 
gate is new, so that those who are about to be saved may en- 
ter through it into the kingdom of God. 4. Did you notice,” 
he asked, “that the stones that entered through the gate 
were placed in the building of the tower, whereas the 
ones that did not enter were cast out again into their own 
place?” “Yes, I saw this, Lord,” I replied. “In the same 
way,” he said, “no one will enter the kingdom of God with- 
out taking the name of his Son. 5. For if you want to enter a 
walled city with a single gate, can you enter except through 
the gate?” “How could it be otherwise, Lord?” I said. “If 
then you cannot enter the city except through its gate,” he 
said, “neither can anyone enter the kingdom of God in any 
way except through the name of the Son who is his be- 
loved. 6. You saw,” he asked, “the crowd of people building 
the tower?” “I saw them, Lord,” I replied. “All those,” 
he said, “are glorious angels. The Lord, therefore, is sur- 
rounded by them like a wall. And the gate is the Son of 
God; this is the one entrance to the Lord. No one can enter 
in to him in any other way, except through his Son. 7. You 
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saw,” he asked, “the six men and the glorious and great man 
in their midst, who walked around the tower and rejected 
the stones from the building?” “I saw these things, Lord,” I 
replied. 8. “The glorious man,” he said, “is the Son of God, 
and those six are the glorious angels who support him on 
the right hand and the left. None of these glorious angels,” 
he said, “will enter into the presence of God without him. 
Whoever does not receive his name will not enter the king- 
dom of God.” 


90 (IX.13) 


“But what is the tower?” I asked. “This tower,” he replied, 
“is the church.” 2. “And who are these virgins?” “These,” 
he said, “are holy spirits. No one can be found in the king- 
dom of God if these do not clothe him in their clothing. It 
will be of no use for you to receive the name alone without 
receiving the clothing from them. For these virgins are the 
powers of the Son of God. If you bear the name but not his 
power, it will be in vain. 3. The stones you saw cast out,” he 
said, “these bore the name but were not clothed in the vir- 
gins’ garments.” “What are their garments like, Lord?” I 
asked. “The names they have are their garments,” he re- 
plied. “Whoever bears the name of the Son of God ought 
also to bear their names. For even the Son himself bears 
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the names of the virgins. 4. All the stones you saw enter- 
ing into the building of the tower, which were given over 
through their hands and remained in the building,” he 
said, “are clothed with the power of these virgins. 5. This is 
why you see the tower formed as a monolith with the rock. 
So too those who believe in the Lord through his Son and 
are clothed with these spirits will be one spirit and one 
body, and their garments will be one color. And those who 
bear the names of the virgins will dwell in the tower.” 
6. “And so, Lord,” I asked, “why were the rejected stones 
cast out? For they too went through the tower and were 
placed in the building of the tower through the hands of 
the virgins.” “Since you are concerned about everything,” 
he said, “and make such careful inquiry, hear about the 
stones that were cast out. 7. All of these,” he said, “received 
the name of the Son of God and the power of these virgins. 
And so, they were empowered by receiving these spirits 
and they accompanied the slaves of God, sharing one 
spirit, one body, and one clothing. For they were harmoni- 
ous with one another and did what was righteous. 8. And 
then, after some time, they were seduced by the women 
you saw wearing black garments, with uncovered shoul- 
ders, loose hair, and beautiful figures. When these men 
saw them they desired them and clothed themselves in 
their power, taking off the clothing and power of the vir- 
gins. 9. And so they were cast out from the house of God 
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and handed over to those women. But the ones who were 
not led astray by the beauty of these women remained in 
the house of God. Now you have the interpretation of 
those who were cast out,” he said. 


91 (IX.14) 


“What then, Lord,” I asked, “if these people, even if they 
are like this, repent and cast away their desires for these 
women and return to the virgins and proceed in their 
power and their works—will they not enter the house of 
God?” 2. “They will enter,” he said, “if they cast off the 
works of these women and take up the power of the vir- 
gins and proceed in their works. This is why the building 
has been delayed, so that if they repent, they may enter 
the building of the tower. But if they do not repent, then 
others will enter and they will be cast out once and for all.” 
3. I gave thanks to the Lord for all these things, since he 
showed compassion to everyone who called on his name, 
sending the angel of repentance to those of us who sinned 
against him, renewing our spirits. And he restored our lives 
even when we were already corrupt and had no hope of 
living. 4. “Now, Lord,” I said, “show me why the tower is 
not built on the ground but on the rock and the gate.” “Are 
you still foolish and ignorant?” he said. “I have to ask you 
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everything, Lord,” I said, “because I can grasp nothing at 
all. For all these are great and glorious matters, and hard 
for anyone to grasp.” 5. “Listen,” he said. “The name of the 
Son of God is great and boundless, and it supports the en- 
tire world. If then all creation is supported by the Son of 
God, what do you think of those who are called by him, 
bearing the name of the Son of God and proceeding in his 
commandments? 6. You see what sort of people he sup- 
ports? They are who bear his name with their whole heart. 
And so, he has become their foundation, and he supports 
them gladly because they are not ashamed to bear his 
name.” 


92 (IX.15) 


“Show me, Lord,” I said, “the names of the virgins and of 
these women wearing black garments.” “Listen,” he said. 
“These are the names of the stronger virgins, the ones who 
stood at the corners. 2. The first is Faith, the second Self- 
Restraint, the third Power, and the fourth Patience. And 
the others who stood between them are named Simplicity, 
Innocence, Holiness, Cheerfulness, Truth, Understand- 
ing, Harmony, and Love. The one who bears these names 
and the name of the Son of God will be able to enter the 
kingdom of God. 3. Listen also,” he said, “to the names of 
the women with the black garments. Four of these also are 
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more powerful than the rest: the first is Disbelief, the 
second Lack of Self-Control, the third Disobedience, and 
the fourth Deceit. And the ones that come after them are 
called Sorrow, Wickedness, Licentiousness, Short Temper, 
Lying, Foolishness, Slander, and Hatred. The slave of God 
who bears these names will see the kingdom of God but 
will not enter it.” 4. “But what, Lord, are the stones from 
the depths that were fit in the building?” I asked. “The first 
ten stones, which were placed as the foundation,” he said, 
“are the first generation; but the twenty-five are the second 
generation of upright men; the thirty-five are the prophets 
and ministers of God; and the forty are the apostles and 
teachers who proclaim the Son of God.” 5. “And so why, 
Lord,” I asked, “have the virgins handed over these stones 
for the building of the tower after carrying them through 
the gate?” 6. “It is because these first ones,” he replied, 
“bore these spirits; and at no time did they leave one an- 
other—neither the spirits the people nor the people the 
spirits, but the spirits remained with them until they died. 
And if they had not had these spirits with them, they would 
have been of no use for the building of this tower.” 


93 (IX.16) 


“Show me something else, Lord,” I said. “What do you 
want to know?” he replied. “Why, Lord,” I asked, “did the 
stones arise from the depths and come to be placed in the 
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building, when they had borne these spirits?” 2. “They had 
to rise up from the water,” he replied, “in order to be made 
alive. For they could enter the kingdom of God in no other 
way, except by laying aside the death of their former life. 
3. And so these who had died received the seal of the Son 
of God and entered into the kingdom of God. For before a 
person bears the name of God,” he said, “he is dead. But 
when he receives the seal, he lays aside death and takes up 
life. 4. And so the seal is the water. They go down into the 
water dead, therefore, and rise up living. Thus this seal was 
proclaimed also to those people, and they made use of 
it, that they might enter the kingdom of God.” 5. “Why, 
Lord,” I said, “did the forty stones also come up with them 
from the depths, already having the seal?” “Because,” he 
replied, “when these apostles and teachers who pro- 
claimed the name of the Son of God died in the power and 
faith of the Son of God, they delivered their proclamation 
even to those who had died previously and gave them the 
seal of the proclamation. 6. So they went down with them 
into the water and again rose up from it. And these went 
down living and rose up living. But those who died before 
went down dead, and rose up living. 7. Through these 
people, therefore, they were made alive and came to know 
the name of the Son of God. For this reason also they rose 
up with them and were fit together with them into the 
building of the tower; and without being hewed they were 
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put into the building together. For they died in righteous- 
ness and great purity—only they did not have this seal. 
And so now you have the interpretation of these things.” 
“Yes I have, Lord,” I replied. 


94 (IX.17) 


“Now then, Lord, explain to me about the mountains. Why 
do they appear to be distinct from one another and differ- 
ent?” “Listen,” he said: “these twelve mountains are tribes 
that inhabit the entire earth. And so the Son of God was 
proclaimed to them through the apostles.” 2. “But show 
me, Lord, why the mountains are different and distinct in 
appearance.” “Listen,” he said. “These twelve tribes that 
inhabit the entire earth are twelve nations. And they differ 
in what they both think and understand. Just as you saw 
there were different mountains, so also there are differ- 
ences in understanding and thought among these nations. 
But I will show you the workings of each one.” 3. “First, 
Lord,” I said, “show me something else. Why is it that even 
though the mountains are different, the stones taken from 
them became bright with one color when placed in the 
building, like the stones that came up out of the depths?” 
4. “This,” he replied, “is because all the nations that dwell 
under the sky were called by the name of the Son of God 
after they heard and believed in the name of the Son of 
God. And so, when they received the seal they had one 
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thought and one understanding, and their faith became 
one, as did their love; and they bore the spirits of the vir- 
gins along with the name. For this reason the building of 
the tower became bright as the sun, with one color. 5. But 
after they entered into unity with one another and became 
one body together, some of them defiled themselves and 
were cast out from the race of the upright, and they again 
became as they were formerly, only somewhat worse.” 


95 (IX.18) 


“How, Lord,” I asked, “did they become worse after com- 
ing to know God?” “The one who does evil without know- 
ing God,” he said, “receives a certain punishment for his 
evil; but the one who has come to know God should no 
longer do evil but good. 2. And so, ifthe one who should do 
good does evil, does he not appear to have done a greater 
evil than the one who does not know God? This is why 
those who have not known God and done evil are con- 
demned to death, but those who have known God and seen 
his great works yet still have done evil will be punished 
twice over, and will die forever. Thus the church of God 
will be cleansed. 3. You yourself have seen how the stones 
were taken from the tower and handed over to the evil 
spirits and cast out from there. So too there will be one 
body of those who have been cleansed. For just as the 
tower appeared to have been made from a single stone af- 
ter it was cleansed, so also will the church of God be after it 
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is cleansed, when the evildoers, hypocrites, and blasphem- 
ers are removed, along with the doubleminded and those 
who do different kinds of evil. 4. When these are removed, 
the church of God will be one body, with one thought, one 
understanding, one faith, one love. And then the Son of 
God will exult and be glad in them, when he has received 
his people clean.” “All these things are great and glorious, 
Lord,” I said. 5. “And now, Lord, show me the power and 
workings of each of the mountains, that when every soul 
that trusts in the Lord has heard, it may glorify his great, 
marvelous, and glorious name.” “Listen,” he said, “to the 
differences among the mountains and the twelve nations. 
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“As to the believers from the first mountain, which was 
black: they are apostates and blasphemers against the Lord 
and betrayers of the slaves of God. There is no repentance 
for these, but death; this is why these stones are black. For 
also their kind is outside the law. 2. As to the believers from 
the second mountain, which was barren: they are hypo- 
crites and teachers of evil. And so these are like the first, 
because they have no fruit of righteousness. For just as 
their mountain bears no fruit, so too such people have the 
name but are devoid of faith and bear no fruit of truth 
among themselves. And so repentance is available to them, 
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if they repent quickly; but if they delay, their death will be 
with the first group.” 3. “Why, Lord,” I asked, “is repen- 
tance available to these people but not to the first? For 
their deeds seem to be about the same.” “Repentance is 
available to them,” he said, “because they did not blas- 
pheme their Lord nor become betrayers of the slaves of 
God. But they acted hypocritically because they longed for 
material goods; and each of them has taught others the 
passions of sinners. They will pay a penalty. Still, repen- 
tance is available to them because they did not become 
blasphemers or betrayers. 


97 (IX.20) 


“As to the believers from the third mountain, which has 
thorns and thistles: some of them are wealthy and others 
are wrapped up in many business affairs. The thistles are 
the wealthy and the thorns are those wrapped up in various 
business affairs. 2. And so, these who are wrapped up in 
many and various business affairs do not cling to the slaves 
of God, but go astray, strangled by their activities. And the 
wealthy cling to the slaves of God only with difficulty, out 
of fear that these may beg something from them. Such 
people will enter the kingdom of God only with difficulty. 
3. For just as it is difficult to walk among thistles with 
bare feet, so also is it difficult for such people to enter the 
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kingdom of God. 4. There is repentance for all such 
people; but they must do it quickly and so make amends in 
the present for what they neglected to do before, and thus 
do some good. If they repent and do something good, they 
will live to God; but if they remain in their activities, they 
will be handed over to those women, who will put them to 


death. 


98 (IX.21) 


“As to the believers from the fourth mountain, which has 
many plants that are green near the top but withered near 
the roots, some of which are withered by the sun: they 
include the doubleminded and those who have the Lord 
on their lips, but not in their hearts. 2. This is why their 
foundations are withered and powerless, and why their 
words alone are living, but their deeds are dead. Such 
plants do not live, but neither have they died. They are 
therefore like the doubleminded. For the doubleminded 
are also neither green nor withered, for they do not live nor 
have they died. 3. For just as these plants were withered 
when they saw the sun, so also with the doubleminded: 
when they hear of affliction, they commit idolatry out of 
cowardice and are ashamed of the name of their Lord. 
4. Such people therefore neither live nor have died. But 


225 €av ... mornowor LL E: kat A 
226 7@ Ge@ A L2 E: om. LI} 

227 yuvaréiv LL E: wpagéeow A 

228 ovre (Wow ovtre LLE: om. A 
229 ovte C®ow LLE:om.A 


44] 


SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 


‘\ 4 7 “A NN N N 
TaXv peTavontwow, Svvyoovtar Cnoau éav d€ py 
METAVONTWOLW, HOY Tapadedopévor Eiot Tats yuvarkt 
Tats amodepopevars THY Conv avTav. 


99 (IX.22) 


3 N “A 4 “A A “a +S 7 
Ex d€ Tov dpovs Tov méumTov Tov Exovtos Botavas 
\ > A / 
XAWPAS Kal TPAXEOS OVTOS OL TLOTEVTAVTES TOLOUTOL 
> \ , } A de \ > a Ne 
elou TmuaToL peVv, Ovo pallets OE Kat avOddELS Kat Eav- 
Tots GpéoKovtes, O€XoVTES TAVTA yLVOCKELV, Kal OVOEV 
v4 , N N > 4 b) “A , 
Os ywookovor. 2. dua THY avOddeav abtav TavTHY 
, 3 “A la ‘\ 
ANTECTY aT avTaV n GUVECLS, Kat ELoNnADED Eis AVTOUS 
, “A , 
adpootvyn pwwpa. émawovou b€ éEavtovs ws ciVETW 
/f N , , 5 / 
€xovras kat Jédovow eeodidaoKador Elvar, dppoves 
4 N 7, > ‘\ e , \ 
évtes. 3. Sia TavTHV odv THY UNrOPpoadtrHV TroAAOL 
> 7, e “A e , , \ , , 4, 
exevabnoav wnbovvtes éavtovs’ péya yap Saiudviov 
3 e 3 4 ‘\ e XN , > , 
éoTw 7 av0ddeva Kat 7) KEvt) TETOLONnOLS: EK TOVTWY 
io N > 4 N \ “4 \ 
ovv Toddot ameBANOnoav, Twes S5€ peTevOnoav Kat 
‘\ “A 3 / 
ETIOTEVTOAY KAL UTETAEAY EAUTOUS TOLS EXOVTL TUD- 
‘\ lal “~ 
ETL, YVOVTES THY EavT@Y adpoovrynv. 4. Kal TOtS 
Noutots S€ Tots TOLOVTOLS KEtTAaL pETAVOLA’ OUK eyée- 
aA N \ \ 4, 
VOVTO yap Tovnpoi, waddXov S€ wwpoi Kal aovveErToL. 
ovTou ovv éav petavonowor, CnoovTar T@ Hew: Edy Oe 
LN METAVOHTWOL, KATOLKHOOVOL META TOV YUVALKOV 
A 4 
TOV TOVNPEVOPEVMV ELS AVTOVS. 


442, 


PARABLES 99 (IX.22) 


even these, if they repent quickly, will be able to live. But if 
they do not repent, they are already handed over to the 
women who take away their lives. 


99 (IX.22) 


“As to the believers from the fifth mountain, which has 
green plants but is rugged: they are faithful, but they are 
slow to learn and insolent and strive to please themselves, 
wishing to know everything but knowing nothing at all. 
2. Understanding is removed from them because of their 
insolence, and foolish ignorance enters into them. And 
they praise themselves for having understanding and they 
long to volunteer as teachers, even though they are igno- 
rant. 3. And so, because of their arrogance, many have 
become empty, even though they exalt themselves. For 
insolence and empty confidence are a great demon; many 
of these are therefore cast out, but some have repented 
and believed and subjected themselves to those who have 
understanding, recognizing their own ignorance. 4. And 
repentance is available to the rest of them; for they have 
not become evil, merely foolish and misunderstanding. 
And so, if these repent they will live to God; but if they do 
not repent, they will dwell with the women who will treat 
them evilly. 
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100 (IX.23) 


“As to the believers from the sixth mountain, which has 
both large and small rifts and wilted plants in the rifts: 
2. the ones with the small rifts are those who hold grudges 
against one another and have become withered in their 
faith because they have slandered one another. But many 
of these have repented, and the others will repent as well, 
when they hear my commandments. For their slanders are 
slight, and they will repent quickly. 3. But those with the 
large rifts persist in their slanders and bear malice towards 
one another out of anger. And so these have been cast 
down from the tower and rejected for its building. These, 
therefore, will live only with difficulty. 4. If our God and 
Lord—who rules over all and holds the authority over his 
entire creation—shows no malice towards those who con- 
fess their sins but becomes merciful, will a mere mortai full 
of sins bear malice against another, as if he had the power 
to destroy or save him? 5. But I, the angel of repentance, 
say to all of you who have this schismatic thought, be rid of 
it and repent, and the Lord will heal the sins you formerly 
committed, if you cleanse yourselves from this demon. If 
not, you will be handed over to him and die. 
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101 (IX.24) 


“As to the believers from the seventh mountain, where 
green and healthy plants grow and the entire mountain 
flourishes, with every kind of animal and bird of the air 
grazing among its plants—plants that thrive all the more, 
even when grazed: 2. these believers have become simple, 
innocent, and fortunate at all times, holding no grudge 
against one another but always rejoicing in the slaves of 
God, wearing the holy spirit of these virgins and always be- 
ing compassionate to everyone. And they have provided 
what is needed to everyone out of their own labors, with- 
out reproach or hesitation. 3. And so, when the Lord saw 
their simplicity and all their child-like innocence, he filled 
them through the labors of their hands and favored them 
in their every deed. 4. But I, the angel of repentance, say to 
you who are like this: stay this way, and your descendants 
will never be obliterated. For the Lord has approved of 
you and inscribed you among our number, and all your 
descendants will dwell with the Son of God. For you have 
received a portion of his Spirit. 
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102 (IX.25) 


“As to the believers from the eighth mountain, where 
there were many springs that provided drink to all the 
creatures of the Lord: 2. they are apostles and teachers 
who proclaimed their message throughout the whole 
world and taught the word of the Lord with reverence and 
holiness. They misappropriated nothing for their own evil 
desire, but always proceeded in righteousness and truth, 
just as they received the Holy Spirit. And so their path lies 
with the angels. 


103 (IX.26) 


“As to the believers from the ninth mountain, which is a 
wasteland and has reptiles and wild beasts that destroy 
people: 2. the stones that are stained are ministers who 
have ministered badly, snatching away the livelihood of 
widows and orphans and providing a living for themselves 
out of the ministry they have received. If therefore they re- 
main in this desire, they die with no hope of life. But if they 
convert and complete their ministry in a holy way, they will 
be able to live. 3. But the stones that have a rough surface 
are those who have denied the Lord and not returned to 
him. They have become a deserted wasteland, not clinging 
to the slaves of God but destroying their own souls in isola- 
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tion. 4. For just as a vine left untended on a fence is ruined 
and overrun with weeds, and after a time grows wild and is 
no longer of any use to its master, so also people like this 
have despaired of themselves and become useless to their 
own Lord because they have grown wild. 5. Thus repen- 
tance can come to these people, if they are found not to 
have denied the Lord from their hearts; but if one of them 
is found to have done so, I do not know if he can live. 6. I 
am not saying that at the present time someone can deny 
the Lord and receive repentance; for the one who is about 
to deny his Lord now cannot be saved. But repentance ap- 
pears to be available to those who made a denial before 
now. And so, if anyone is about to repent, let him do so 
quickly before the tower is completed. Otherwise, he will 
be destroyed by the women. 7. And the stones that were 
broken off are the deceitful and slanderers. They are also 
the wild beasts you saw on the mountain. For just as the 
wild beasts annihilate and destroy a person with their poi- 
son, so also the words of such people annihilate and de- 
stroy him. 8. These are therefore broken off from their 
faith because of what they did to one another. But some 
have repented and been saved. And the rest who are like 
this can be saved if they repent. If they do not, they will be 
put to death by those very women whose power they exert. 


236 ovk A L2 E: om. LI 
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N A ” A , ae 5 , 
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“As to the believers from the tenth mountain, where there 
were trees providing shelter for some sheep: 2. they are 
bishops and those who are hospitable, who always gladly 
welcomed the slaves of God into their homes without hy- 
pocrisy. And through their ministry, the bishops always 
provided constant shelter for those in need and for the 
widows, and they always conducted themselves in a holy 
way. 3. And so all these will be sheltered by the Lord at all 
times. Thus those who engage in such works are glorious 
before God and already have their place with the angels, if 
they continue serving the Lord until the end. 


105 (IX.28) 


“As to the believers from the eleventh mountain, where 
there were laden fruit trees, adorned with various kinds of 
fruit: 2. they are those who have suffered for the name of 
the Son of God—suffered willingly from their whole heart 
and handed over their lives.” 3. “Why, then, Lord,” I asked, 
“do all the trees have fruit, but some fruits are more beau- 
tiful than others?” “Listen,” he said; “all those who at one 
time or another have suffered for the sake of the name are 
glorious before God and the sins of all of them are for- 
given, because they suffered for the name of the Son of 


238 tov viov Tov Jeov A: domini L L: eius E 
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God. But listen to why they have different kinds of fruit 
and some is superior. 4. All those,” he said, “who have been 
led before an authority and interrogated, and suffered 
willingly without making a denial, are more glorious be- 
fore the Lord. Their fruit is superior. But all those who 
have been cowardly and filled with doubt and who have 
questioned in their heart whether to deny the Lord or con- 
fess him, and then suffered anyway—their fruit is inferior, 
because this notion arose in their heart. For it is an evil no- 
tion for a slave to deny his own lord. 5. And so, you who are 
thinking about doing these things, take care or this notion 
may stay in your heart and you may die to God. But you 
who suffer on account of the name should glorify God, be- 
cause he considered you worthy to bear this name and to 
be healed of all your sins. 6. Consider yourselves fortunate. 
But realize that you have done a great work, if any of you 
suffers for God. The Lord graciously gives you life, and you 
do not understand it, for your sins have weighed you down; 
and if you did not suffer on account of the name of the 
Lord, you would have died to God because of your sins. 7. I 
say these things to you who cannot decide whether to deny 
or confess. Confess that you have a master /Or: the Lord], 
lest after making a denial you be delivered over to prison. 
8. If the outsiders punish their slaves for denying their own 
lord, what do you suppose the Lord who has authority over 
all things will do to you? Remove these notions from your 
heart, that you may live to God at all times. 
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106 (IX.29) 


“As to the believers from the twelfth mountain, which was 
white: they are like young infants, who have never had evil 
arise in their hearts, nor have they known what is evil, but 
have always remained in their childlike innocence. 2. Such 
people will certainly dwell in the kingdom of God, because 
they have not defiled the commandments of God by any- 
thing they have done, but with childlike innocence they 
have remained in the same state of mind all the days of 
their lives. 3. And so, all of you who remain like this,” he 
said, “innocent as infants, will be more glorious than every- 
one mentioned before. For every infant is glorious before 
God and preeminent with him. Thus you who remove evil 
from yourselves and are clothed in innocence are fortu- 
nate; you will live as preeminent above all others before 
God.” 4. After he completed the parables of the mountains 
I said to him, “Lord, now explain to me about the stones 
that were taken from the plain and set in the building in 
place of the ones removed from the tower, and about the 
round stones that were set in the building, and about those 
that are still round.” 


107 (IX.30) 


“Listen,” he said, “about all these things as well. The stones 
that were taken from the plain and set in the building of 
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TOU TUpPyov avTt T@V aTrOBEBANMEVwV at pilat Etat TOV 
6pous Tov NEvKOU TovToOV. 2. eel ODV OF TLDTEVTAVTES 
EK TOU Gpous TOU eUKOU TaVTES AkaKoL EvpeOynaar, 
exe€hevoevy O KUPLOS TOU TUPyoU TOUTOUS EK TOV pl 
Cav™4! tov dpous TovTov BAynOyvas eis THY oiKodopHV 
TOU TUpyou: Eyvw yap OTL, eav aéhOwou eis THY 
OLKOOOMHV TOU TUpyov oi AiBor OUTOL, Stapevovot hap- 
Mpoi, KaL OVdELS avTaV pedavyoer.2#2 3. quodsi de ce- 
teris montibus adiecisset, necesse habuisset rursus visitare 
eam turrem atque purgare. hi autem omnes candidi 
inventi sunt, ot muxTevoavTes Kat MEANOVTES TLOTEVELY” 
EK TOU QUTOUV yap YyéVvous Eiaiv. WAaKapLoOV TO YeVvOS 
TOUTO OTL GKAKOV €oTL. 4, dKovE VOY Kat TEPL TOV AiBwY 
TOV OTpOYyVAwY Kal hapTp@v. Kat AVTOL TAVTES EK 
TOU Opovs Tov hevKOU etow. audi autem quare ro- 
tundi sunt reperti. divitiae suae eos pusillum ob- 
scuraverunt a veritate atque obfuscaverunt; a deo vero 
numquam recesserunt, nec ullum verbum malum pro- 
cessit de ore eorum, sed omnis aequitas et virtus veritatis. 
5. horum ergo mentem cum vidisset dominus, posse eos 
veritati favere, bonos quoque permanere, iussit et opes 
eorum circumcidi, non enim in totum tolli, ut possint ali- 
quid boni facere de eo quod eis relictum est; et vivent deo, 
quoniam ex bono genere sunt. ideo ergo pusillum circum- 
cisi sunt et positi sunt in structuram turris huius. 


241 r@v pilav LL(E): om. A 
242 The following Latin text is that of L! (the Vulgate version). 
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the tower to replace the ones cast out are the roots of this 
white mountain. 2. And so, since all the believers from the 
white mountain have been found innocent, the Lord of the 
tower ordered them to be taken from the roots of this 
mountain for the building of the tower. For he knew that if 
these stones came into the building of the tower, they 
would remain bright and none of them would turn black. 
3. But if he had added some from other mountains, he 
would have had to visit this tower again and cleanse it. But 
all these—both those who believe and those who are about 
to believe—have been found white, for they are of the 
same kind. This kind is fortunate because it is innocent. 
4. Listen now also about the stones that are round and 
bright. All these are also from the white mountain. But lis- 
ten to why they have been discovered to be round. Their 
riches have partially blinded and obstructed them from 
the truth. Still, they have never departed from God, nor 
has any evil word come forth from their mouths, but only 
what is upright and worthy of the truth. 5. And so, when 
the Lord saw their minds, that they were able to counte- 
nance truth and to remain good, he ordered their riches 
to be cut away—but not to be removed entirely, that they 
may be able to do something good from what was left to 
them. And they will live to God, since they are of a good 
kind. And so they were trimmed a bit and set in this tower 


building. 
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108 (IX.31) 


Ceteri vero, qui adhuc rotundi remanserunt neque aptati 
sunt in eam structuram,”43 quia nondum acceperunt sigil- 
lum, repositi sunt suo loco; valde enim rotundi reperti 
sunt. 2. oportet autem circumcidi hoc saeculum ab illis et 
vanitates opum suarum, et tunc convenient in dei regnum. 
necesse est enim eos intrare in dei regnum; hoc enim ge- 
nus innocuum benedixit dominus. ex hoc ergo genere non 
intercidet quisquam. etenim licet quis eorum temptatus a 
nequissimo diabolo aliquid deliquerit, cito recurret ad do- 
minum suum. 3. felices vos iudico omnes”“4 ego nuntius 
paenitentiae, quicumque estis innocentes sicut infantes, 
quoniam pars vestra bona est et honorata apud deum. 
4. dico autem omnibus vobis, quicumque sigillum hoc ac- 
cepistis, simplicitatem habere neque offensarum memo- 
res esse neque in malitia vestra permanere aut in memoria 
offensarum amaritudinis;?4 in unum quoque spiritum 
fieri, et has malas scissuras permedicare ac tollere a vobis, 
ut dominus pecorum gaudeat de his. 5. yapyoerau Oé, 
éav TavTa vyiyn evpeOn Kat wy SvaTemTw@KodTa TLva €E 
avtav. éav d€ evpeOH tiva €€ avTav diaTemTwKorTa, 
ovat Tots Touéow eotar. 6. éayv O€ Kal avTot ot 
Toimeves evpeO@ow SraTETTWKOTES, Ti EpovTL T@ OE- 
OTOTH TOU TOLMViOL; OTL ATO TOV TpOBaTwr SiéTEC AL; 
ov MOTEVOHOOVYTAL ATLOTOY Yap TPAYLA EOTLY, TrOL- 


péva vm TpoBdatav wabety tu. waddov 6€ Ko\acOy- 


243 aptati ... structura S: apti sunt in ea structura AO Z 
244 omnes S AO: om. Z 
245 amaritudinis Se Ac: amaritudines S A Z: et amaritudinis O 
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“But the others, which have remained round until now and 
were not fit into the building, because they have not yet re- 
ceived the seal: these were returned to their own place. 
For they were found to be extremely round. 2. For this age 
must be cut away from them, along with the vanities of 
their wealth, and then they will be suitable for the king- 
dom of God. For they must enter the kingdom of God, for 
the Lord has blessed this innocent kind. And so, no one of 
this kind will perish. Even if one of them is tempted by the 
most wicked devil and commits a sin, he will quickly return 
to his Lord. 3. I, the angel of repentance, judge all of you 
fortunate, you who are innocent as infants, since your part 
is good and honorable before God. 4. But I say to all of you 
who have received this seal: hold on to your simplicity and 
do not bear grudges or remain in your evil ways or dwell on 
the bitterness of past indignities. Be one in spirit, heal 
these evil schisms and remove them from yourselves, that 
the Lord of the flocks may rejoice in them. 5. He will re- 
joice if all of them are found healthy and none of them has 
been scattered. But woe to the shepherds if any of the 
sheep are found scattered. 6. And if the shepherds them- 
selves are found scattered, what will they say to the Lord of 
the flock? That they were scattered because of the sheep? 
No one would believe them. For it would be beyond belief 
that the shepherd could suffer from the sheep. Instead 
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covTat dua TO Wevdos avTav.™4 et ego sum pastor, et 
validissime oportet me de vobis reddere rationem. 


109 (IX.32) 


Remediate ergo vos, dum adhuc turris aedificatur. 2. do- 
minus habitat in viris amantibus pacem; ei enimvero pax 
cara est, a litigiosis vero et perditis malitiae longe abest. 
reddite igitur ei spiritum integrum, sicut accepistis. 3. si 
enim dederis fulloni vestimentum novum integrum, idque 
integrum”” iterum vis recipere, fullo autem si scissum tibi 
illud reddat, recipies illud? nonne statim scandescis et 
eum convicio™“® persequeris, dicens: vestimentum inte- 
grum tibi dedi. quare scidisti illud et inutile redigisti, et 
propter scissuram, quam in eo fecisti, in usu esse non po- 
test? nonne haec omnia verba dices fulloni ergo et de scis- 
sura quam in vestimento tuo fecerit? 4. siigitur tu doles de 
vestimento tuo et quaereris quod non illud integrum reci- 
pias, quid putas dominum tibi facturum, qui spiritum in- 
tegrum tibi dedit, et tu eum totum inutilem redigisti, ita ut 
nullo usu esse possit domino suo? inutilis enim esse coepit 
usus eius, cum sit corruptus a te. nonne igitur dominus 
spiritus eius propter hoc factum tuum morte te” adficiet? 
5. plane, inquam, omnes eos, quoscumque invenerit in 
memoria offensarum permanere, adficiet. clementiam, 
inquit, eius calcare nolite, sed potius honorificate eum, 


246 The Greek in this chapter is from Antiochus, Tlavdéxrns 
THs ayias ypadis 

247 novum . . . integrum2 S A: integrum novum Z 

248 convicio S Z: continuo A 

249 morte te cj. Gebhardt 
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they will be punished because of their lie. I am myself a 
shepherd, and so am all the more pressed to give an ac- 
count for you. 


109 (IX.32) 


“Therefore, heal yourselves while the tower is being built. 
2. The Lord dwells with those who love peace. For indeed, 
peace is dear to him, but he keeps his distance from those 
who are contentious and destroyed by malice. And so, re- 
turn your spirit to him intact, just as you received it. 3. For 
if you give a new garment toa cleaner, intact, and you want 
to receive it back from him intact, but the cleaner gives it 
back to you torn, will you accept it? Will you not immedi- 
ately grow livid and hound him with abuse, saying, ‘I gave 
you this garment in one piece! Why did you tear it and ruin 
it? It cannot be worn now that you have made this tear in 
it!’ Won't you say something like this to the cleaner for 
tearing your garment? 4. And so, if you are upset about 
your garment and complain that you have not received it 
back intact, what do you think the Lord will do to you? For 
he gave you his spirit intact but you brought it back com- 
pletely worthless, so that it can be of no use to its Lord. For 
it is no longer good for anything, once you have destroyed 
it. Will the Lord of this spirit not hand you over to death 
because of what you have done?” 5. “Certainly,” I replied, 
“he will punish everyone who bears grudges.” “Do not,” he 
said, “trample on his mercy, but rather honor him, since he 
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quod tam patiens est ad delicta vestra, et non est sicut vos. 
agite enim paenitentiam; utile?°° est vobis. 


110 (IX.33) 


A , 
Tatra wavTa Ta Tpoyeypaypeva eyo O TrOL“WLyY O 
v “A / av \ 93 , “A , 
ayyeos THS peTavoias edeEa Kai éXadnoa Tots dSov- 
hous?! tov Geov. éav TecOynTe avTots Kai aKkovanTE 
TOV PNUaATwWY ov Kat TopevOATE Ev avTots®2 Kal 
, aS ¢ ‘\ e A A , 3N \ 
KaTopOwante Tas Gdo0vs var, Choa Sivac Ge. éav Sé 
, A 4 “A 
TapapelvyTE TH OOALOTHTL Kal WYN LKAKiG, OVOEls TOV 
Toovtwy Choe TO Jed. TavTA TaVTA Tap Emov EdeL 
A , A , , 
LadnOjvar®3 Nehadrnrae vytv.24 2. N€yer Loe O TOLMLYV: 
, , , , , , , 
TAVTA ME ETNPWTNOAS; vai, Hnul, KUpLE. TL OTL, Not, 
4 N “A 4 A / A 
OUK ETNPATYNGAS TEPL TOV TUTWVY TOV LOWY TOV aT- 
, ) N ) /, e > , 
edynAvOdtwv eis THY oikodouyv, av e€eTrANPOOapeED; 
> , , , ” A , N 
evTehabounv, Py, Kupte. 3. akove vuv, dyoi, TeEpt 
AVT@V OVTOL ELD LV OL VUV AKOVTAVTES TOV EVTOA@V [LOU 
N , ) v4 , 3 “A ‘\ > N\ 
Kal meTavonoavtes €€ GANS Kapdias avT@V, Kal Emel 
eldev™ 6 KUptos®® THY peTdvotay ad’TaV KadyV Kal 
Kkabapav Kat Svvayévous Tapapetvar év TH peTavoia 
QUT@V, EKENEVTEV TAS ALApPTLAS AVT@Y TAS TpOTEpAS 
5) A e N , «@ e e , BS) A 
eEarerhOjvar. ot yap TUToL OvTOL al aGpmapTiar avTaV 
4s > , > be) N\ , , 
noav. e€wparicOnoay ovv eis TO pnKéete dhaiver Oar 
ric 257 
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250 ytile S: utiles A: utilem Zyi4. 


251 rots SovAous L: TO SovAW F E 
252 kat... avrots LE: om. F 
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is so patient with your sins and is not like you. And so come 
and repent, for it is good for you. 


110 (IX.33) 


“All these things written above I, the shepherd, the angel 
of repentance, have shown and spoken to the slaves of 
God. And so, if you believe them and hear my words and 
proceed in them and correct your ways, you will be able to 
live. But if you persist in being deceitful and dwell on in- 
dignities—no one like this will live to God. I have told you 
everything that I needed to say.” 2. The shepherd said 
to me, “Have you asked me everything?” I replied, “Yes, 
Lord, I have.” “But why have you not asked me about the 
impressions left by the stones placed in the building, which 
we filled in?” “I forgot, Lord,” I replied. 3. “Listen, now,” 
he said, “concerning these. These are the ones who now 
have heard my commandments and repented from their 
whole heart; and when the Lord saw that their repentance 
was good and pure, and that they were able to remain in it, 
he ordered their former sins to be expunged. These im- 
pressions, therefore, were their sins, and they have been 
leveled over so that they may no longer be seen.” 


253 map... AadnOyvat (L!): om. F L2 E 

254 Nehadyrae vuiv Li: add ta pywara F: verba praedicta 
sunt vobis L2: locutus sum vobis propter vos E 

255 ézret etdev L! E: ézrevdev F (L2) 

256 kyptos L E: Oeds F 

257 The Greek in this chapter is from F. 
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Similitudo Decima 
111 (X.1) 


Postquam perscripseram librum hunc, venit nuntius ille, 
qui me tradiderat huic pastori, in domum, in qua eram, et 
consedit supra lectum, et adstitit ad dexteram hic pastor. 
deinde vocavit me, et haec mihi dixit: 2. tradidi te, inquit, 
et domum tuam huic pastori, ut ab eo protegi possis. ita, 
inquam, domine. si vis ergo protegi, inquit, ab omni vexa- 
tione et ab omni saevitia, successum autem habere in omni 
opere bono atque verbo, et omnem virtutem aequitatis, in 
mandatis huius ingredere, quae dedit?*’ tibi, et poteris do- 
minari omni nequitiae. 3. custodienti enim tibi mandata 
huius”® subiecta erit omnis cupiditas et dulcedo saeculi 
huius; successus vero in omni bono negotio te sequetur. 
maturitatem huius et modestiam suscipe in te, et dic 
omnibus in magno honore esse eum et dignitate apud 
dominum, et magnae potestatis eum praesidem esse et 
potentem in officio suo. huic soli per totum orbem paeni- 
tentiae potestas tributa est. potesne tibi videtur esse? sed 
vos maturitatem huius et verecundiam, quam in vos habet, 
dispicitis. 
112 (X.2) 

Dico ei: interroga ipsum, domine, ex quoin domo meaest, 
an aliquid extra ordinem fecerim, ex quo eum offenderim. 
2. et ego, inquit, scio nihil extra ordinem fecisse te neque 


esse facturum. et idea haec loquor tecum, ut perseveres; 


258 dedit A Z: dedi S 259 huius S: haec A Z 
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Parable Ten 
111 (X.1) 


After I had written out this book, the angel who had 
handed me over to this shepherd came to me in the house 
where I was staying and sat on the couch, with the shep- 
herd standing on his right. And the angel called to me and 
said: 2. “I handed you and your house over to this shep- 
herd, so that you could be protected by him.” “Yes you did, 
Lord,” I replied. “So if you want to be protected from all 
trouble and violence,” he said, “and to enjoy success in 
your every deed and word, along with all just virtue, pro- 
ceed in the commandments he has given you. Then you 
will be able to rule over every wickedness. 3. For when 
you guard his commandments, every desire and alluring 
charm of this age will be subject to you, and you will suc- 
ceed in every good undertaking /Or: business dealing]. 
Take his perfection and moderation upon yourself, and tell 
everyone that he is held in great honor and dignity before 
the Lord, and that he is the mighty protector, powerful in 
what he does. To this one alone has been given the power 
of repentance, throughout the entire world. Does he not 
seem powerful to you? Yet you have despised his perfec- 
tion and moderation towards you.” 


112 (X.2) 


I said to him, “Ask him, Lord, if I have committed a trans- 
gression to offend him since he has been in my house.” 
2. “I know myself,” he replied, “that you have neither com- 
mitted nor are about to commit a transgression. And so I 
am telling you these things that you may persevere; for this 
one has spoken highly of you to me. And you should tell 
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bene enim de te hic apud existimavit. tu autem ceteris 
haec verba dices, ut et illi qui egerunt aut acturi sunt pae- 
nitentiam, eadem quae tu sentiant, et hic apud me de his 
bene interpretetur, et ego apud me dominum. 3. et ego, 
inquam, domine, omni homini indico magnalia domini. 
spero autem eos omnes qui iam antea*®? peccaverunt, si 
haec audiant, libenter acturi sunt paenitentiam, vitam re- 
cuperantes. 4. permane ergo, inquit, in hoc ministerio 
et consumma illud. quicumque autem mandata huius 
efficiunt, habebunt vitam, et hic apud dominum magnum 
honorem. quicumque vero huius mandata non servant, 
fugiunt a sua vita et adversus illum sunt, hic autem apud 
dominum habet honorem suum. quicumque ergo fuerint 
adversus illum, nec mandata eius sequuntur,”°! morti se 
tradunt, et unusquisque eorum reus fit sanguinis sui. tibi 
autem dico ut servias mandatis his, et remedium peccato- 
rum habebis. 


113 (X.3) 


Misi autem tibi has virgines,© ut habitent tecum; vidi 
enim eas affabiles tibi esse. habes ergo eas adiutrices, quo 
magis possis huius mandata servare; non potest enim fieri 
ut sine his virginibus haec mandata serventur. video au- 
tem eas libenter esse tecum. sed ego praecipiam eis, ut 
omnino a domo tua non discedant. 2. tu tantum conmunda 
domum tuam; in munda enim domo libenter habitabunt. 


260 iam antea: amant ea et S: antea A: iam ante Z 

261 adversus illum sunt . . . sequuntur L}: hunc contemnunt; 
hic autem apud deum habet honorem suum. quicunque ergo 
contemnent eum et non servant mandata eius, ipsi L? 
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these things to others, that those who have repented or 
who are about to repent may think as you do, that he may 
give a good report about them to me, and I to the Lord.” 
3. “I do indeed proclaim the Lord’s mighty works to every- 
one, Lord,” I said. “For I hope that everyone who has 
sinned before now will gladly repent when they hear these 
things, and regain their life.” 4. “Remain then in this minis- 
try,” he said, “and complete it. For whoever does his com- 
mandments will have life and great honor before the Lord. 
For everyone who does not keep his commandments flees 
from life and opposes him; but this one has his honor with 
the Lord. And so, all those who oppose him and do not fol- 
low his commandments bring death on themselves, each of 
them bearing the guilt for his own blood. And so I say to 
you, keep these commandments and you will have a cure 
for your sins. 


113 (X.3) 


“I sent these virgins to live with you because I saw they 
were friendly with you. You have them as helpers that you 
may be able to keep these commandments all the more. 
For these commandments cannot be kept without these 
virgins. I also see that they enjoy being with you; I will 
order them never to leave your house. 2. But you must 
clean your house. For they will gladly live in a clean house, 
because they are themselves clean, unsullied, and diligent, 


262 tibi has virgines S A: turbas virginum Z 
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mundae enim sunt atque castae et industriae et omnes 
habentes gratiam apud dominum.” igitur si habuerint 
domum tuam puram, tecum permanebunt; sin autem 
pusillum aliquid inquinationis acciderit, protinus a domo 
tua recedunt. hae enim virgines nullam omnino diligunt 
inquinationem. 3. dico ei: spero me, domine, placiturum 
eis, ita ut in domo mea libenter habitent semper. 


¢ N ®& ®& a 47 3 4 ia 
4. woTep O€ OUTOS @ TapédwKas pE OV péudeTai pe 
3 \ « ? ? ? A ? 5 74 ¢ 
ovde avTat méuWovTai pe. K€yer TO ToLpevt: OlOa OTL O 
A A aA Td A \ ? N > \ 
dovAos Tov Deod Oérder Cyv Kal TnpHoeL Tas évTOhas 
TaUTAS Kal TAS TAapOEvoUS Ev KaAPapOTYTL KATADTHCEL. 
5. TAUTA ELT@V TH TOULEVL TAALY TApeOWKEV LE, KL 
XN e 
Tas tapbévous Kakéoas ... [nine letters?] .. . Aéyer 


avTais:264 quoniam video vos libenter in domo eius 
habitare, conmendo eum vobis et domum eius, ut a domo 
eius non recedatis omnino. illae vero haec verba libenter 
audierunt. 


114 (X.4) 


Ait deinde mihi: viriliter in ministerio hoc conversare, 
omni homini indica magnalia domini, et habebis gratiam 
in hoc ministerio. quicumque ergo in his mandatis ambu- 


263 dominum S A: deum Z 

264 wmomep ... avTats POx: et sicut hic, cui me tradidisti, nihil 
de me queritur, ita neque illae querentur. 4. ait ad pastorem illum: 
video, inquit, servum dei velle vivere, et custoditurum haec 
mandata, et virgines has habitatione munda conlocaturum. 5. 
haec cum dixisset, iterum pastori illi me tradidit, et vocavit eas 
virgines et dixit ad eas: L! 
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and they all enjoy favor from the Lord. If therefore they 
find your house pure, they will remain with you. But if it 
should become at all contaminated, they will leave your 
house immediately. For these virgins never love any con- 
tamination.” 3. I said to him, “I hope, Lord, that I will be 
pleasing to them, that they may always live in my house 
cheerfully, and that just as this one to whom you have 
handed me over has no complaint against me, these may 
not either.” 4. He said to the shepherd, “I know that the 
slave of God wants to live, and that he will guard these 
commandments and provide a clean place for these virgins 
to live.” 5. When he said these things, he handed me over 
again to the care of that shepherd, and he called the virgins 
.. © and he said to them, “Since I see that you enjoy living 
in his house, I commend him and his house to you, that 
you may never leave it.” And they heard these words 
cheerfully. 


114 (X.4) 


Then he said to me, “Carry out this ministry in a manly 
way; proclaim to everyone the Lord’s mighty works and 
you will be favored in this ministry. For whoever proceeds 
in these commandments will live and lead a happy life. But 


5 There is a small gap of about nine letters in the manuscript. 
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laverit, vivet, et felix erit in vita sua; quicumque vero ne- 
glexerit, non vivet, et erit infelix in vita sua. 2. dic omnibus 
ut non cessent, quicumque recte facere possunt, bona 
opera exercere; utile est illis. dico autem omnem homi- 
nem de incommodis eripi oportere. et is enim qui eget et 
in cotidiana vita patitur incommoda, in magno tormento 
est ac necessitate. 3. qui igitur huiusmodi animam eripit 
de necessitate, magnum gladium sibi adquirit. is enim, qui 
huiusmodi vexatur incommodo, pari tormento cruciatur 
atque torquet se qui in vincula est. multi enim propter 
huiusmodi calamitates, cum eas sufferre non possunt, 
mortem sibi adducunt. qui novit igitur calamitatem huius- 
modi hominis et non eripit eum, magnum peccatum ad- 
mittit, et reus fit sanguinis eius. 4. facite igitur opera bona, 
quicumque accepistis a domino, ne dum tardatis facere, 
consummetur structura turris. propter vos enim intermis- 
sum est opus aedificationis eius. nisi festinetis igitur facere 
recte, consummabitur turris, et excludimini. 5. postquam 
vero locutus est mecum, surrexit de lecto, et adprehenso 
pastore et virginibus abiit, dicens autem mihi remissurum 
se*6 pastorem illum et virgines in domum meam. 


265 se A O: esse S: om. Z 
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whoever neglects them will not live and will be unhappy in 
his life. 2. Tell everyone who is able to do what is right not 
to stop practicing good works; for doing them is useful. But 
I say that everyone should be helped out of his misfor- 
tunes. For the one who is destitute and suffers misfortunes 
in his daily life is in great torment and misery. 3. And so, 
whoever helps such a person out of his misery obtains 
great joy for himself. For the one who is vexed with this 
kind of misfortune suffers the same kind of torment as one 
who is in prison. For many who experience this kind of 
calamity, when they can no longer bear it, take their own 
lives. And so, whoever knows that someone like this is 
suffering calamity and does not help him out of it has 
committed a great sin and bears the guilt for his blood. 
4. Therefore, you who have received something from the 
Lord should do good works; otherwise the building of the 
tower may be completed while you delay. The work of its 
construction has been suspended on your behalf; if you do 
not hasten to do what is right, the tower will be completed 
and you will be shut out.” 5. After he spoke with me, he got 
up from the couch and went out, taking the shepherd and 
virgins with him, telling me that he would send the shep- 
herd and virgins back to my house. 
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